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Poverty and inequality in Tasmania are unfortunately and possibly regretfully enhanced by two well funded and well meaning uncapped Commonwealth schemes, the Tasmanian Freight Equalisation Scheme (TFES)and the Bass Strait Passenger Vehicle Equalisation Scheme (BSPVES).





TFES applies to most goods carried by sea across Bass Strait except for most if not all, consumables transported south to Tasmania. This increases the cost of consumables within Tasmania in a manner not felt by others living an equivalent distance to production centres on the mainland. It also does not provide any incentive to reduce the cost of Tasmanian generated consumables to Tasmanian consumers below the cost of interstate goods which include a higher freight cost component.





The lack of comprehensive equalisation going south is likely to increase the cost of groceries and other consumables within Tasmania.





The Commonwealth’s  BSPVES is based on uncapped federal funding with few strings attached. The scheme does not yet deliver comprehensive surface travel equalisation, causes inefficiencies in the application of the scheme, allows high access costs to be maintained without encouraging capacity for low cost travel to be increased. 





It therefore does not drive the whole Tasmanian economy equally, skews access in a way not available on a National Highway, causes inequality for many Tasmanians with large families and results in inequality when it comes to the rights of mobility for all Australians, particularly the rights of the Tasmanian poor. 





A few easy steps can be taken to reduce these causes of poverty and inequality. and hardship 
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