Thank you for the opportunity to make a contribution (at such a late date) to your report into poverty in Australia. 

As the State Member for a region which is largely rural, and which has the 4th highest unemployment rate in Queensland, I see so many people who are suffering circumstances associated with poverty.
The Gympie Electorate could probably be regarded as a low socio-economic area.  Affordable housing is extremely difficult to obtain and the waiting list for public housing has approximately three thousand people on it.
The viscious circle of poverty means that people who are looking for work, are not able to afford the appropriate clothing to wear to interviews.  They are therefore not able to gain certain interviews, eventhough they may have the required qualifications, let alone get the job.
People with disabilities are very vulnerable and one example is a woman in my electorate who is currently doing some volunteer work in my office.  Rhonda is a transsexual who is half way through the procedure needed for her to be a woman.  The level of frustration this woman experiences on a daily basis, is unbelievable.  She is on the intensive assistance programme, and whilst being extensively qualified  in computer programming and accounting, she is unable to even get to the interview stage in the job process.  
All of her clothes are from St Vincent De Paul, she requires wigs and shoes so that she feels confident, but money is always an issue.  There is no public housing for her so she has to rent privately, at a rate she really can't afford.
Rhonda is only one of hundreds of people who are caught in the cycle of poverty.  We have had people living in drains, people suiciding etc.
I wish I had the answer. 

I am sorry that I have not been able to supply you with all of the specific examples that come through my office, it would take forever.
I wish you luck with your inquiry and sincerely hope that you will be able to come up with some workable and viable solutions.
best of luck 

Elisa Roberts 
Member for Gympie 

