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Introduction

The National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) is a professional and industrial organisation representing over 26,000 staff in Australian higher education institutions as well as others working in the wider tertiary sector. As a trade union committed to principles of social justice and equity in access to higher education, the NTEU welcomes the Senate Inquiry into Poverty and Financial Hardship in Australia. 

NTEU believes that it is the Commonwealth Government’s responsibility to enable equitable access to university education based on merit. Universities receiving funding under the Higher Education Funding Act 1988 have an obligation to support equity of access. Furthermore, we believe that to maintain equity of access to further and higher education, the Commonwealth has a responsibility to:

· Ensure that public funding is maintained at a level which sustains the educational activities of institutions without resort to increasing student fees and charges;

· Ensure the existence of a comprehensive student income support scheme which provides adequate financial support for students undertaking full-time post-secondary education;

· Provide adequate support for students with families (including, for example, childcare);

· Establish and support schemes and bridging courses to assist the entry of groups which are currently under-represented in higher education, and disadvantaged in the wider community, and to maintain support for these groups in institutional structures.

Our submission is principally concerned with the Inquiry’s first term of reference relating to the extent, nature and financial cost of poverty and inequality in Australia. We will focus on the relationship between access to higher education, unemployment and poverty, particularly with regards to the way it affects members of some equity groups such as Indigenous communities. In discussing this relationship, NTEU will contend that higher education is an important vehicle of social mobility, especially for members of the most disadvantaged groups in Australian society.

Educational attainment, unemployment and average incomes

Research presented in this submission shows that there is a strong relationship between educational attainment, unemployment rates and average levels of income. The data shows that those Australian States and Territories with the highest levels of educational attainment have lower unemployment rates and a higher proportion of the population earning average incomes. Conversely, States and Territories with lower levels of higher education participation have lower levels of average income.

Figure 1 shows the relationship between the level of higher education attainment, that is the proportion of the working age population
 who have at least a Bachelor degree, and the unemployment rate by Australian State and Territory. The data not only reveals a significant difference in levels of educational attainment between the States and Territories, but also shows a clear negative relationship between educational attainment and the unemployment rate. While it might be argued that people with higher educational qualifications are more mobile and prepared to move to those states with the best employment opportunities for graduates (which probably explains the ACT’s outcome) there is little ambiguity that there is a strong negative association between the unemployment rate and higher education attainment. For example, Tasmania has the Australian highest unemployment rate of 8.7% and the lowest proportion of population of 11.6%, holding Bachelor degrees. In contrast, NSW has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the country of 5.6% and rates highly in terms of educational attainment, with 17.9% of its population having a Bachelor degree.
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Not surprisingly, there is also a strong association between educational attainment and average levels of income at the State and Territory level, as shown in Figure 2. Figure 2 shows the relationship between Average Weekly Earnings (AWEs) and educational attainment by State and Territory. Those States and Territories with higher levels of educational attainment also have higher average levels of income. This demonstrates a direct causal relationship in that those States and Territories with a lower level of unemployment also have higher levels of income, as well as a higher proportion of population with higher education attainment. For example, Tasmania, with 11.6% of population holding a Bachelor degree, has the lowest AWEs in the country of $788.8, while NSW, with 17.9% of Bachelor-degree holders, has AWEs of $901.6.
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Income and Higher Education Participation

The relationship between educational attainment, unemployment and income levels flows in several directions. Research also shows that income levels are an important determinant of participation in higher education. The lower the level of one’s income, the less likely one is to participate in higher education. And, as discussed above, one cumulative consequence of both lower higher education participation and lower level of income is a higher chance of unemployment. This is a clear example of a poverty trap and specific policies are required to break this nexus.

The data in Figure 3 supports the hypothesis that lower income levels are associated with lower levels of participation in higher education. Participation is measured as the percentage of 16-24 year olds enrolled in higher education institutions and average income is equivalent to AWEs.
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A recent report published by the Smith Family confirms this link between unemployment, educational attainment and poverty. Their research shows that ‘poverty rates among those aged 15 and over decline sharply as educational qualifications increase, with the poverty risk among those with university education being less than half for those with no post-secondary qualifications’. The report concludes that: ‘While graduates have remained relatively immune from rising poverty in the 1990s, those with no post-secondary school qualifications have seen their poverty risk increase from 12.1 to 14.7 percent.’

Higher education participation and equity groups

Higher education is an important vehicle of social mobility, particularly for members of groups traditionally under-represented in the university student population. Any inquiry concerned with poverty and financial hardship in Australia should consider access and equity in provision of higher education, particularly for those who have for so long been excluded from reaping its benefits.

Since 1990, the Commonwealth has identified six groups as targets for equity planning, on the basis of their relative disadvantage in accessing higher education: Indigenous Australians, people from non-English-speaking backgrounds who have arrived within the last 10 years; people with disabilities; people from rural or isolated backgrounds; women, particularly those from non-traditional areas of study; and people from low socio-economic backgrounds.

An examination of the extent to which these groups are represented in higher education needs to take account of the respective share of the population aged between 15 and 64 that these groups comprise, commonly referred to as reference values.

A simple comparison of participation patterns of equity groups to the reference values shows that all are under-represented in higher education. Figure 4 below shows the level of participation for each of the equity groups, expressed as a percentage of the relevant reference value, for years 1991 to 2000.

Figure 4: Participation of Equity Groups Expressed as Percentage of Reference Value
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The only group for which it can be argued that adequate representation has existed, is people of non-English speaking background. Between 1994 and 1998, this group achieved over 100% participation relevant to their reference value. However, since 1998 this level of representation has declined, to the point where this level dropped to 82.2% of the reference value in 2000.

Students belonging to the other categories shown above have always been underrepresented in higher education. In particular, students from regional and isolated areas of Australia are dramatically underrepresented, and their participation rates have not improved at all over the past decade.

When looked at as a rate of participation relative to the number of total students in Australia’s universities, participation of students from most equity groups has fallen as a proportion of the total share of domestic students between 1991 and 2002, as per table below:

Table 1: Share of equity-group members in domestic student population

	
	Share of domestic students 1991
	Share of domestic students 2001

	Indigenous students
	0.96%

	1.2%

	Students from non-English speaking backgrounds
	18.4%
	17.4%

	Students with disabilities
	1.9%

	3.4%

	Students from rural and isolated areas
	20%
	19.3%

	Students from low-socio-economic backgrounds
	14.7%
	14.5%


In summary, representation among historically under-represented groups has not improved, and in most cases is actually declining. One reason for the improved percentage of Indigenous students’ participation is that the actual number of Indigenous students has increased, as has the number of people identifying as Indigenous. When participation is considered relative to the reference value, however, it is clear that Indigenous participation in higher education is not reaching the equity objectives of 2.5% of the population set by DEST.

The Federal Government has not adequately acknowledged the reasons for this deficiency, or for the disadvantage experienced by some other sections of the community, nor has it developed a workable and consistent strategy to provide adequate solutions. 

NTEU believes that the introduction and acceleration of ‘user-pays’ regimes in public universities, and in particular changes to the Higher Education Contribution Scheme (HECS), in conjunction with the ramping up of fees and charges since 1996, are among the factors hindering equity-group participation in higher education. As the Commonwealth’s public funding to universities has fallen dramatically, so the student contribution to the cost of education has risen, as shown in the table 1 below: 

Table 2: HECS Liabilities as % of University Operating Grants (in $billion)

	Year
	Operating
	HECS
	%

	
	Funds
	Liabilities
	Share

	1996
	4694
	920
	19.6%

	1997
	4762
	1099
	23.1%

	1998
	4857
	1302
	26.8%

	1999
	4907
	1454
	29.6%

	2000
	4968
	1593
	32.1%

	2001
	4369
	1696
	38.8%

	2002
	4495
	1786
	39.7%


(Source: DEST, Higher Education Report for 2003 to 2005 Triennium, 2002, and previous Triennium Reports)

A case study: Indigenous participation in higher education and labour force

The position of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the labour force is evidenced in the following statistics:

· Less Indigenous workers are employed full time (60%) than their non-indigenous counterparts (72%);

· In 1996, the overall average income for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people was $14,200 which was 30% less than the average of $21,100 for the total population;

· In aggregate terms, it is estimated that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander incomes would have to increase by $1,6 billion (in 1996 dollars) to achieve income equality;

· To achieve employment equality with the non-indigenous population, an additional 77,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people would have to be employed by 2006.

The marginal position of Indigenous communities is evidenced by a number of further social indicators:

· Indigenous adults are less likely than their non-indigenous counterparts to have a post-school qualification (11% versus 31%);

· In the period 1991-1996, life expectancy at birth was estimated to be 56.9 years for Indigenous men and 61.7 years for Indigenous women, compared to 75.2 years and 81.1 years respectively for non-indigenous Australians;

· Almost 19% of the adult prison population in 1997 were identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders;

· About 40% of children in ‘corrective institutions for children’ were identified as Indigenous.

According to 1996 census data, Indigenous people now comprise 2.2% of the population in Australia, with the percentage of those aged between 15 and 64 having grown from 1.3% to 1.7%. However, Indigenous students remain severely under-represented in higher education.

Indigenous participation in higher education was steadily increasing in the period between 1990 and 1998. Since 1998, however, the trend has reversed. In 1999, completions decreased by 9.9% on the previous year. In 2000, the overall number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students fell by 8.14%, while the number of commencing Indigenous students fell by a staggering 15.2%. Indigenous students now comprise only 1.2% of the domestic student cohort: the lowest such percentage since 1996.

NTEU believes that the effects of social and economic disadvantage experienced by Indigenous Australians need urgent intervention. The indicators of social and economic disadvantage represent both a deterrent to and a reason for improving the participation of Indigenous peoples in higher education.

Conclusion

We believe that financial hardship is a primary cause of a downward trend for equity group participation, especially among Indigenous students, students from low socio-economic backgrounds, and those from rural and regional Australia. 

NTEU regards the extent and nature of student poverty among equity groups as having a substantial impact on their access to university that needs to be examined in the context of economic and social disadvantage experienced by the members of these groups. The core issue is equality of opportunity to participate in higher education irrespective of one’s social and economic background.
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� The Australian Bureau of Statistics defines population of working age as people between 15 and 64 years of age.


� Ann Harding, Rachel Lloyd and Harry Greenwell, Financial Disadvantage in Australia 1990 to 2000: The Persistence of Poverty in a Decade of Growth, The Smith Family 2001, p.14.


� Department of Education, Science & Training, Higher Education Report for 2003 to 2005 Triennium, 2003, p.19. With the exception of figures for Indigenous students in 1991 all other data is sourced from this report.


� The figure is a proportion of all students in Australian higher education institutions, Australian Indigenous Higher Education Association Committee, Submission to the Senate Employment, Workplace Relations, Small Business and Education References Committee, Inquiry into the Capacity of Public Universities to Meet Australia’s Higher Education Needs, 2001, p.6.


� Data on students with disabilities was not collected before 1996. The figure represents the 1996 share of students with disabilities as the proportion of all students.


� Hon Dr Brendan Nelson, Achieving Equitable and Appropriate Outcomes: Indigenous Australians in Higher Education, DEST, 2002, p.16.


� Statistics are sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ 1996 Census of Population.


� All figures and comments are sourced from: NTEU Indigenous Tertiary Education Policy Committee’s Submission to Senate Employment, Workplace Relations, Small Business and Education References Committee, Inquiry into the Capacity of Public Universities to Meet Australia’s Higher Education Needs, 2001, p.8
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		State		AWE		UNEMP		Bach +						NSW		Vic.		Qld		SA		WA		Tas.		NT(b)		ACT		Aust

		ACT		951.9		4.7		29.3

		NSW		901.6		5.6		17.9

		NT		836.6		5.6		15.8

		Vic		860		6		19

		Australia		860.5		6.4		17

		WA		859.2		6.5		16.2

		SA		801.5		7.2		13.7

		Qld		802.2		8		14.3

		Tas		788.8		8.7		11.6
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		Tas		92		136

		SA		93		113

		Qld		93		125
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reference values

		Equity Group		Reference values

				1991		1996

		Students from a Non English speaking background		4.90%		4.80%

		Students with a disability		n/a		4.00%

		Isolated		4.50%		n/a

		Indigenous		1.40%		1.70%

		Rural		24.30%		n/a

		Low Socio-Economic Status		25.00%		n/a





all groups

		Table 86.     Commencing and All Non-Overseas Students by Equity Group (a), 1991 to 2000

				Commencing non overseas students

				1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		Students from a Non English speaking background		9,707		10,284		11,474		12,072		13,354		13,062		12,418		11,211		10,342		9,643

		Students with a disability		0		0		0		0		0		4,647		5,761		6,126		6,149		6,414

		Isolated		4,382		4,530		4,173		4,801		4,906		4,863		4,921		4,880		5,095		5,024

		Indigenous (b)		2,551		2,682		2,973		3,581		3,718		3,695		4,186		4,111		4,316		3,655

		Rural		39,837		37,723		37,811		39,234		41,773		43,939		44,056		43,715		44,085		45,260

		Women in Non-Traditional Area		32,054		30,940		32,044		34,706		38,428		42,387		44,721		45,283		46,602		46,350

		Low Socio-Economic Status		30,805		28,867		29,265		31,474		34,207		35,785		36,150		36,117		36,926		37,060

				All Non-Overseas Students

		Students from a Non English speaking background		20,769		23,912		26,327		28,554		31,224		32,179		31,448		29,275		26,168		23,674

		Students with a disability		0		0		0		0		0		11,656		15,019		17,574		18,084		18,926

		Women in Non-Traditional Area		80,278		85,470		89,037		93,790		99,609		107,908		117,430		121,312		125,619		125,376

		Indigenous (b)		4,790		5,084		5,558		6,375		7,000		7,166		7,741		8,031		8,367		7,682

		Rural		93,126		97,738		98,878		100,794		102,362		105,694		107,966		108,850		109,642		110,914

		Isolated		9,500		10,373		10,347		10,968		11,234		11,180		11,348		11,191		11,386		11,218

		Low Socio-Economic Status		74,231		76,813		77,611		80,359		83,399		86,932		90,155		91,557		92,779		93,011

		(a) Equity Data statistics are compiled using the broader definition of enrolment. See section 1.2.3.1 and Appendix 3.

		(b) Indigenous Data in these tables do not agree with the totals in Section 3.7 because of the different definitions used in compiling Equity Data.





nesb

		NESB		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		Commencements		9,707		10,284		11,474		12,072		13,354		13,062		12,418		11,211		10,342		9,643

		Total students		20,769		23,912		26,327		28,554		31,224		32,179		31,448		29,275		26,168		23,674

		change in commencements on previous year				5.9%		11.6%		5.2%		10.6%		-2.2%		-4.9%		-9.7%		-7.8%		-6.8%

		change in enrolments on previous year				15.1%		10.1%		8.5%		9.4%		3.1%		-2.3%		-6.9%		-10.6%		-9.5%

		commencements growth 1991 - 2000																				-0.66%

		enrolments growth 1991 - 2000																				13.99%

		commencements as percentages of non overseas cohort		4.76%		5.28%		5.72%		5.85%		6.03%		5.60%		5.33%		4.89%		4.47%		4.16%

		enrolments as percentage of cohort		4.11%		4.55%		4.89%		5.24%		5.60%		5.54%		5.28%		4.88%		4.34%		3.95%

		Total non overseas commencements		203,909		194,746		200,709		206,202		221,531		233,310		232,890		229,420		231,392		231,992

		Total non overseas students		504,880		525,305		538,464		544,941		557,989		580,906		595,853		599,670		603,156		599,878





women

		Women in Non-traditional areas		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		Commencements		32,054		30,940		32,044		34,706		38,428		42,387		44,721		45,283		46,602		46,350

		Total students		80,278		85,470		89,037		93,790		99,609		107,908		117,430		121,312		125,619		125,376

		change in commencements on previous year				-3.5%		3.6%		8.3%		10.7%		10.3%		5.5%		1.3%		2.9%		-0.5%

		change in enrolments on previous year				6.5%		4.2%		5.3%		6.2%		8.3%		8.8%		3.3%		3.6%		-0.2%

		commencements growth 1991 - 2000																				44.60%

		enrolments growth 1991 - 2000																				56.18%

		commencements as percentages of non overseas cohort		15.72%		15.89%		15.97%		16.83%		17.35%		18.17%		19.20%		19.74%		20.14%		19.98%

		enrolments as percentage of cohort		15.90%		16.27%		16.54%		17.21%		17.85%		18.58%		19.71%		20.23%		20.83%		20.90%

		Total non overseas commencements		203,909		194,746		200,709		206,202		221,531		233,310		232,890		229,420		231,392		231,992

		Total non overseas students		504,880		525,305		538,464		544,941		557,989		580,906		595,853		599,670		603,156		599,878

		Source: DETYA students stats 2000 table 86
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disability

		Students with a disability		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		Commencments		4,647		5,761		6,126		6,149		6,414

		Total students		11,656		15,019		17,574		18,084		18,926

		change in commencements on previous year				24.0%		6.3%		0.4%		4.3%

		change in enrolments on previous year				28.9%		17.0%		2.9%		4.7%

		commencements growth 1996 - 2000										38.02%

		enrolments growth 1996 - 2000										62.37%

		commencements as percentages of non overseas cohort		1.99%		2.47%		2.67%		2.66%		2.76%

		enrolments as percentage of cohort		2.01%		2.52%		2.93%		3.00%		3.15%

		Total non overseas commencements		233,310		232,890		229,420		231,392		231,992

		Total non overseas students		580,906		595,853		599,670		603,156		599,878

		Source: DETYA students stats 2000 table 86

		1996 reference value is 4%
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isolated students

		isolated students		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		Commencments		4,382		4,530		4,173		4,801		4,906		4,863		4,921		4,880		5,095		5,024

		Total students		9,500		10,373		10,347		10,968		11,234		11,180		11,348		11,191		11,386		11,218

		change in commencements on previous year				3.4%		-7.9%		15.0%		2.2%		-0.9%		1.2%		-0.8%		4.4%		-1.4%

		change in enrolments on previous year				9.2%		-0.3%		6.0%		2.4%		-0.5%		1.5%		-1.4%		1.7%		-1.5%

		commencements growth 1991 - 2000																				14.65%

		enrolments growth 1991 - 2000																				18.08%

		commencements as percentages of non overseas cohort		2.15%		2.33%		2.08%		2.33%		2.21%		2.08%		2.11%		2.13%		2.20%		2.17%

		enrolments as percentage of cohort		1.88%		1.97%		1.92%		2.01%		2.01%		1.92%		1.90%		1.87%		1.89%		1.87%

		Total non overseas commencements		203,909		194,746		200,709		206,202		221,531		233,310		232,890		229,420		231,392		231,992

		Total non overseas students		504,880		525,305		538,464		544,941		557,989		580,906		595,853		599,670		603,156		599,878

		reference value is 4.5% based on 1991 census





Indigenous

		Indigenous students		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		Commencments		2,551		2,682		2,973		3,581		3,718		3,695		4,186		4,111		4,316		3,655

		Total students		4,790		5,084		5,558		6,375		7,000		7,166		7,741		8,031		8,367		7,682

		change in commencements on previous year				5.1%		10.9%		20.5%		3.8%		-0.6%		13.3%		-1.8%		5.0%		-15.3%

		change in enrolments on previous year				6.1%		9.3%		14.7%		9.8%		2.4%		8.0%		3.7%		4.2%		-8.2%

		commencements growth 1991 - 2000																				43.28%

		enrolments growth 1991 - 2000																				60.38%

		commencements as percentages of non overseas cohort		1.25%		1.38%		1.48%		1.74%		1.68%		1.58%		1.80%		1.79%		1.87%		1.58%

		enrolments as percentage of cohort		0.95%		0.97%		1.03%		1.17%		1.25%		1.23%		1.30%		1.34%		1.39%		1.28%

		Total non overseas commencements		203,909		194,746		200,709		206,202		221,531		233,310		232,890		229,420		231,392		231,992

		Total non overseas students		504,880		525,305		538,464		544,941		557,989		580,906		595,853		599,670		603,156		599,878





rural students

		rural students		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		Commencments		39,837		37,723		37,811		39,234		41,773		43,939		44,056		43,715		44,085		45,260

		Total students		93,126		97,738		98,878		100,794		102,362		105,694		107,966		108,850		109,642		110,914

		change in commencements on previous year				-5.3%		0.2%		3.8%		6.5%		5.2%		0.3%		-0.8%		0.8%		2.7%

		change in enrolments on previous year				5.0%		1.2%		1.9%		1.6%		3.3%		2.1%		0.8%		0.7%		1.2%

		commencements growth 1991 - 2000																				13.61%

		enrolments growth 1991 - 2000																				19.10%

		commencements as percentages of non overseas cohort		19.54%		19.37%		18.84%		19.03%		18.86%		18.83%		18.92%		19.05%		19.05%		19.51%

		enrolments as percentage of cohort		18.45%		18.61%		18.36%		18.50%		18.34%		18.19%		18.12%		18.15%		18.18%		18.49%

		Total non overseas commencements		203,909		194,746		200,709		206,202		221,531		233,310		232,890		229,420		231,392		231,992

		Total non overseas students		504,880		525,305		538,464		544,941		557,989		580,906		595,853		599,670		603,156		599,878

		reference value from 1991 census is 24.3%





low ses

		Students from Low SES background		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		Commencments		30,805		28,867		29,265		31,474		34,207		35,785		36,150		36,117		36,926		37,060

		Total students		74,231		76,813		77,611		80,359		83,399		86,932		90,155		91,557		92,779		93,011

		change in commencements on previous year				-6.3%		1.4%		7.5%		8.7%		4.6%		1.0%		-0.1%		2.2%		0.4%

		change in enrolments on previous year				3.5%		1.0%		3.5%		3.8%		4.2%		3.7%		1.6%		1.3%		0.3%

		commencements growth 1991 - 2000																				20.31%

		enrolments growth 1991 - 2000																				25.30%

		commencements as percentages of non overseas cohort		15.11%		14.82%		14.58%		15.26%		15.44%		15.34%		15.52%		15.74%		15.96%		15.97%

		enrolments as percentage of cohort		14.70%		14.62%		14.41%		14.75%		14.95%		14.96%		15.13%		15.27%		15.38%		15.50%

		Total non overseas commencements		203,909		194,746		200,709		206,202		221,531		233,310		232,890		229,420		231,392		231,992

		change in commencements on previous year				-4.49%		3.06%		2.74%		7.43%		5.32%		-0.18%		-1.49%		0.86%		0.26%

		Total non overseas students		504,880		525,305		538,464		544,941		557,989		580,906		595,853		599,670		603,156		599,878

		change in enrolments on previous year				4.05%		2.51%		1.20%		2.39%		4.11%		2.57%		0.64%		0.58%		-0.54%

		Reference value is 25%





commencements share of cohort

				1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		People with a disability												1.99%		2.47%		2.67%		2.66%		2.76%

		Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders		1.25%		1.38%		1.48%		1.74%		1.68%		1.58%		1.80%		1.79%		1.87%		1.58%

		People of Non-English Speaking Background		4.76%		5.28%		5.72%		5.85%		6.03%		5.60%		5.33%		4.89%		4.47%		4.16%

		People from Rural Background		19.54%		19.37%		18.84%		19.03%		18.86%		18.83%		18.92%		19.05%		19.05%		19.51%

		People from Isolated Background		2.15%		2.33%		2.08%		2.33%		2.21%		2.08%		2.11%		2.13%		2.20%		2.17%

		People from Low SES Background		15.11%		14.82%		14.58%		15.26%		15.44%		15.34%		15.52%		15.74%		15.96%		15.97%
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enrolments share of cohort

				1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		People with a disability												2.01%		2.52%		2.93%		3.00%		3.15%

		Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders		0.95%		0.97%		1.03%		1.17%		1.25%		1.23%		1.30%		1.34%		1.39%		1.28%

		People of Non-English Speaking Background		4.11%		4.55%		4.89%		5.24%		5.60%		5.54%		5.28%		4.88%		4.34%		3.95%

		People from Rural Background		18.45%		18.61%		18.36%		18.50%		18.34%		18.19%		18.12%		18.15%		18.18%		18.49%

		People from Isolated Background		1.88%		1.97%		1.92%		2.01%		2.01%		1.92%		1.90%		1.87%		1.89%		1.87%

		People from Low SES Background		14.70%		14.62%		14.41%		14.75%		14.95%		14.96%		15.13%		15.27%		15.38%		15.50%
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Sheet3

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		People with a disability		50.2%		63.0%		73.3%		75.0%		78.9%

		Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders		72.6%		76.4%		78.8%		81.6%		75.3%

		People of Non-English Speaking Background		115.4%		110.0%		101.7%		90.4%		82.2%

		People from Rural Background		74.9%		74.6%		74.7%		74.8%		76.1%

		People from Isolated Background		42.8%		42.3%		41.5%		41.9%		41.6%

		People from Low SES Background		59.9%		60.5%		61.1%		61.5%		62.0%
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				1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

		People with a disability												50.2%		63.0%		73.3%		75.0%		78.9%

		Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders		67.8%		69.1%		73.7%		83.6%		89.6%		72.6%		76.4%		78.8%		81.6%		75.3%

		People of Non-English Speaking Background		84.0%		92.9%		99.8%		106.9%		114.2%		115.4%		110.0%		101.7%		90.4%		82.2%

		People from Rural Background		75.9%		76.6%		75.6%		76.1%		75.5%		74.9%		74.6%		74.7%		74.8%		76.1%

		People from Isolated Background		41.8%		43.9%		42.7%		44.7%		44.7%		42.8%		42.3%		41.5%		41.9%		41.6%

		People from Low SES Background		58.8%		58.5%		57.7%		59.0%		59.8%		59.9%		60.5%		61.1%		61.5%		62.0%





% reference group

		



People with a disability

Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders

People of Non-English Speaking Background

People from Rural Background

People from Isolated Background

People from Low SES Background




