
SENATE COMMUNITY AFFAIRS REFERENCE COMMITTEE




INQUIRY INTO POVERTY IN AUSTRALIA.

HOUSING IN THE NOOSA AREA.

INTRODUCTION.


“We speak of an inner need to find a place we belong, a place to call home, a place we feel safe, a place that is ours.”






        David Suzuki (The sacred Balance)

How we feel about ourselves and the world around us, including the place where we live and call home is important to our health and well being. The condition of our personal, physical, emotional and spiritual health can be affected by the following design, condition, location, affordability and security of housing

All people should be able to experience the freedom of movement in and around our communities, the social connection and the sharing with others in our neighborhoods all contribute to the sense of belonging.

Housing should be Affordable, Accessible and Available (TBL)

In Noosa we have an aging population, currently 38% of our permanent residents are over the age of 50 years This is expected to increase to 50%  within  5-10 years.

· Quantitative indications demonstrate that there is a rapid increase in the number of people who are currently, living under the poverty line. This number is expected to grow within the next 5 years.

· Housing prices have escalated beyond the benchmark of affordability. eg, 

The definition of affordability is for a household to pay no more that 30% of it’ s annual  income  on housing.

For example:

In Tewantin, which is a residential “workers “ area in Noosa. Housing prices have escalated from approximately $160.000, (House and land,) for a modest three-bedroom house to approximately $400.000 in less than 3 years.

The cost of a house block has increased from $65.000 to $200.000 within 18 months.

 The unemployment statistics for Tewantin stands at 17%

The annual average income per household, for Tewantin is $25.000

Pensioners in Noosa wishing to obtain a “pensioner unit “experience a five year wait

There are 4 (four) only units designed for and occupied by young people with disabilities 

who are being educated in independent living and no emergency accommodation for domestic violence  victims, or adequate respite services, or residential accommodation for people with disabilities, their parent’s and carers, or adequate student accommodatation

“Middle income earners” are now experiencing “housing stress” Incomes have not increased at a comparable rate Indeed, Independent Retirees have  suffered a decrease in incomes now for many years and many in this bracket are now facing a drastic change in lifestyle, because of lower incomes.

Because of the rapid population growth experienced in Noosa over the last two to four decades, Noosa has fallen behind in many social infrastructure needs. Many services have been funded and located in Maroochydore or Gympie areas, bypassing Noosa.

Noosa is poorly resourced in infrastructure needs for the future, particularly in the area of accommodation; Local Governments are hindered by the lack of funds and changing demographics

Noosa Council is attempting to address the housing issues along with projects that will provide employment and education but for decades now both State and Federal Governments have failed to recognise that infrastructure needs such as adequate and affordable housing, efficient transport services, education and employment are basic infrastructure needs for all communities.

As affordable, accessible and available housing is a basic necessity of any community I encourage the Federal Government to hold a National housing summit as soon as possible.
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