32 Withers Street 

PO Box 220

SUNSHINE VIC 3020

Tel: 9311 5900   Fax: 9311 2665

Email: joanne.smith@sunshine.unitingcare.org.au

http://vic.uca.org.au/churches/sunshine
[image: image2.wmf]No children

47%

1 child

14%

2 Children

25%

3 Children

7%

4 Children

7%


[image: image3.wmf]Single Female

35%

Single Male

1%

Couple

39%

Shared 

Household

25%


31st March, 2003

The Secretary

Senate Community Affairs References C’ttee

Suite S1 59

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find attached a Submission for the Inquiry into Poverty in Australia. We are making this submission on behalf of the Brimbank Emergency Relief Network. Our submission consists of the results from a research project undertaken for the purposes of making a submission to the poverty inquiry. The aim of making the submission is to give a voice to people who experience poverty and disadvantage in our local community and also to share workers perceptions of poverty and disadvantage. 

Should you have any further information do not hesitate to contact me on the above phone number.

Kind Regards,

Joanne Smith

Community Development Worker

UnitingCare-Sunshine Mission
BRIMBANK EMERGENCY RELIEF NETWORK 

POVERTY INQUIRY SUBMISSION

Local context: 

The City of Brimbank is located in the North West area of Melbourne. Brimbank is the third largest municipality in Melbourne and the largest in the western region. Brimbank has a population of approximately 150,000 people, and is approximately 123 square kilometres in area. 43% of Brimbank residents were born overseas, with 40% from non-English speaking backgrounds (Census of Population and Housing, 2001). Overall Brimbank has a greater share of households below the income average for the Melbourne Statistical Division (more than 50% of households in the lowest or medium low groups). The unemployment rate in Brimbank is considerably higher than the Melbourne Statistical Division (11% compared to 6.6%). In 2001, the share of the population in Brimbank City with different educational qualifications was indicative of a lower than average skill and education base compared to other areas in Melbourne SD. About 25% of the population noted some form of educational qualification, with 11.9% stating they had no qualifications in 2001. 


Brimbank Emergency Relief Network

The Brimbank Emergency Relief Network was established in 2002 in response to the growing need for material aid and community agencies in the City of Brimbank to work more collaboratively share knowledge, information and resources. 

Poverty Research

The following are the results from a survey recently undertaken by UnitingCare-Sunshine Mission. The surveys were completed by volunteers, paid workers and people presenting for assistance at the following agencies: The Smith Family-Sunshine, Salvation Army Family Support Services-Sunshine, Westvale Christian Centre-St Albans, Gamblers Help-Western and UnitingCare-Sunshine Mission. 

The majority of agencies have material aid programs, which offer assistance to people on low incomes with basic needs. For example, assistance with utility bills, transport, food, food vouchers, clothing and prescriptions.

Aims: To gain a picture of poverty in Brimbank. To research workers and volunteers people’s perceptions of poverty and disadvantage. 

Methodology: The surveys were completed between February and March 2003. A total of 119 people participated in the research.  There were two surveys, Part A for salaried and unsalaried workers at the agencies to inform the Senate of their views on poverty and disadvantage. Part B, for people who presented for assistance at local material aid agencies.Twenty eight people completed Part A. Ninety one people completed Part B. 

We acknowledge the generosity of Gavin Duffy, St Vincent De Paul for allowing us to use the survey developed by St Vincent De Paul.

Responses- PART A: Workers  Perceptions of Poverty/Disadvantage

1. What does “poverty” mean to you? (tick up to 3)

There was a fairly even response with the top three responses being:

· Not enough Money

· Inability to make ends meet

· Inability to fully participate in society

2. What are the main causes of poverty? (tick up to 3)

The most common three answers were:

· Unemployment/underemployment

· Cost of Living

· Attitude of the poor themselves

3. Who is responsible for solving poverty? (tick 1)

The most common three answers were:

67% Government

28% Business community

25% Poor people themselves

(NB Some People ticked more than 1)
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4. a) Household type



b) Number  of 
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Accommodation type:

5. a) 

House  75%

Flat  18%

Caravan/Mobile Home  7%

5. b)

Public Housing O%

Private Rental 32%

Mortgaged 14%

Owned 50%

6. Your weekly take home income
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7. Your income source? (tick up to 3)

Full time employment- 13

Part time employment-7 

Casual employment-3 

Unemployment benefit- 0

Sole parent pension- 0

Disability pension- 4

Aged Pension- 2

Self funded retiree- 1

No finance- 1

Responses-PART B- People experiencing poverty and disadvantage

1. What causes your poverty? (tick up to 3)

(NB: totals do not add up to 100% given people could choose 3).

Unemployment  43%

Lack of education and training 23%

Cost of living 65%

Health/Disability 31%

Family break down 26%

2. What things can’t you afford? (tick up to 3)

Food 57%

Clothing 53%

Housing costs 37%

Holidays 34%

Energy costs 30%

Medical expenses 23%

Recreation 22%

Transport 21%

School expenses 20%

Gifts 18%

3. What weekly income would you need to live adequately?

Under $150 2%

$151-$300 8%

$301-$450 47%

$451-$600 20%

$601-$750 13%

$751-$900 4%

$901-$1,050 5%

Over $1,200 1%

4. What can governments do to help your situation? (tick up to 3)

The most common responses were:

Reduce the cost of living 60%

Increase benefits 36%

Create more real jobs 31%

Increase affordable public services 19%
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No Children- 13

I Child- 8

2 Children- 12

3 Children- 4

4 Children- 5

Unanswered- 49 

Your accommodation type:
6. a)

House 56%  

Flat 13% 

Caravan/Mobile home 4%  

Supported Accommodation 8% 

Car 1%

Unanswered 18% 

6. b)

Public Housing  25%
Private rental  39%

Mortgaged 10%

Owned 2%

Car 1%

Squat 1%

Unanswered 22%

7. What is your take-home weekly income?


[image: image1.wmf]0

10

20

30

40

50

Under $!50

$151-$300

$301-$450

$451-$600

$601-$750

$751-$900

$901-$1,050

$1,051-$1,200

Over $1,200

Unknown

Weekly take home income

% of Respondents


8. Your income source (tick up to 3)

Full time employment 1%

Part time employment 4%


Casual employment 2%

Unemployment benefit 23%

Sole parent pension 32%

Disability pension 32%

Aged Pension 4%

Self funded retiree 

Self employed 1%

Other 7

Summary of results

PART A

In relation to housing, the majority of volunteers and workers own their own home or have a mortgage. 47% of workers and volunteers do not have children. This question may have been unclear and could have been worded “do you have dependant children?”. The majority of workers earn up to $750 per week. The results highlight that there is still a perception amongst workers and volunteers that poverty is caused by the poor themselves. However it is interesting to note that when people were asked, “who is responsible for solving poverty?” the majority of people believed that the Government is primarily responsible. 

There was a similarity between workers and volunteers perceptions of the main causes of poverty and people’s experiences of what causes their poverty. The most common responses were the cost of living and unemployment.

PART B

The results highlight that welfare payments are insufficient in meeting basic needs. 90% of people surveyed had a weekly take home income less than $450. 57% of people surveyed stated they couldn’t afford food. 53% stated that they couldn’t afford clothing. 87% of people seeking assistance with basic necessities at Material Aid agencies (eg. food, clothing, transport) were on a Centrelink benefit.  Of this 89%, 68% were on an aged, sole parent or disability pension. These people are some of the most vulnerable members in our community. 60% of respondents stated that government could help their situation by reducing the cost of living.

In relation to housing, 64% of people live in rented accommodation, either public or private. It was interesting to note that whilst 87% of people received a Centrelink benefit, only 25% were in public housing. Housing costs were reported by 37% of respondents as being a cost they couldn’t afford. From our experience in working with people on low incomes we would argue that people are struggling to meet private rental costs and also pay for other necessities such as food and clothing out of their Centrelink benefit. 
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