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DearMr Thomson,

Re ProposedInternational Criminal Court

TheSocialJusticeCommitteeofOurLady oftheRosaryParishTheEntranceNSW, has
formedtheview it is not in Australia’sbestintereststo ratify thisproposal.

Ourunderstandingis that theCourtcouldatanytime,takemattersawayfrom Australian
Authorities, if, in the Court’s opinion,theAustralianCourt’sproceedingswerenot
adequate.TheProposedCourt couldrequireAustralianNationalsto be extraditedfor
proceedingsto beundertakenagainstthem.TheseAustralianswouldbe denied: - the
right to Trial by Jury,theright to not give SelfIncriminatingTestimony,theright to
cross-examineall witnessesfor theprosecution.TheProposedCourtwouldbe thesole
determiningbodyasto whethertheAustralianCourtproceedingswereadequate.

Theeffectsofthispowercouldbe,that shouldsomedecisionofanAustralianCourtbe
unpopular,then,for theProposedCourt to find somereason,realorfalse,to intervene,
wouldpresentno greatdifficulty. Australianservicemenoperatingabroadcouldbe
extraditedfor prosecutioneventhoughtheywerefollowing orders.

It is this SocialJusticeCommittee’sview thattheproposedCourt’s PowersandtheLegal
Systemunderwhich it will operate,havenotbeenadequatelyandclearlyenunciatedby
theOfficers ofthevariousGovernmentDepartmentswho wereinvolved inpresenting
adviceto theMinistersresponsible,for thecarriageofthis legislation.

Yours faithfully,

L R FLYNN
SocialJusticeContact

c Hon. JHoward PrimeMinister
Mr MichaelLee Memberfor TheEntrance
Mr Kim Beasley LeaderoftheOpposition
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