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Here is the summary of today's proceedings in the Environment and Communications Legislation 
Committee estimates hearing. 
 
The committee met from 8.59am until 5.51pm. 
 
The committee called: 
 

• Department and agencies of the Communications and the Arts portfolio, including the Department 
of Communications and the Arts, NBN Co Limited, Office of the eSafety Commissioner, Special 
Broadcasting Service Corporation, Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA), 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation and Screen Australia. 
 

Topics discussed by the committee included: 
 

• location of mobile base stations under the Mobile Black Spot Program; 
• regulation of telecommunications service providers in relation to malicious phone calls; 
• new penalties for social media companies that broadcast violent content on their platforms; 
• timeframe for the release of the Government’s Australian and Children’s Screen Content Review; 
• changes to the Government’s refundable tax offsets for film production; 
• current status of the Government's partnership with Free TV Australia to provide Australian 

commercial content to Pacific broadcasters; 
• status of the second exposure draft of the Radiocommunications Bill 2017; 
• expenditure of the Department of Communications and the Arts on government advertising; 
• NBN Co’s expenditure on promotional advertising/merchandise; 
• decision making around NBN Co’s continued use of the hybrid-fibre coaxial (HFC) network; 
• current take-up rates for fibre-to-the-node (FTTN) and fibre-to-the-premises (FTTP); 
• update on the number of congested cells on NBN Co’s fixed wireless network; 
• ACMA’s investigation into whether content aired by Australian broadcasters of the Christchurch 

attack breached current rules; 
• Government’s Regional and Small Publishers Innovation Fund; 
• Office of the eSafety Commissioners’ involvement in initiatives to promote e-Safety in schools; 
• Government appointments to the Board of the SBS; 
• cost of the Government's efficiency review of the National Broadcasters; 
• freeze in the ABC's annual funding indexation from July 2019; and 
• ABC’s monitoring of its social media platforms in the wake of the Christchurch attack. 


