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Daily summary 
 

Here is the summary of today's proceedings in the Environment and Communications Legislation 
Committee estimates hearing. 

The committee met from 9.00am until 11.00pm.  

The committee called: 

• department and agencies of the Communications and the Arts portfolio, including the Department 
of Communications and the Arts, Australia Post, Australian Communications and Media Authority, 
Special Broadcasting Service, Office of the eSafety Commissioner and the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 
 

Topics discussed by the committee included: 

• announcement that the Government will freeze the ABC's annual funding indexation for three 
years from July 2019; 

• Government’s Regional and Small Publishers Innovation Fund; 
• options for increasing the availability of audio description services in Australia; 
• Kamay Botany Bay National Park 250th Anniversary project; 
• Department's implementation of the Government’s Guidelines on the Recognition of Sex and 

Gender; 
• opportunities to increase the share of e-commerce retail sales in Australia; 
• Australia Post’s proposed three-month trial of competitive parcel pricing in some licensed post 

offices; 
• ABC complaints referred to the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA); 
• total staffing levels for agencies in the arts portfolio;  
• release of the Exposure Draft of the Radiocommunications Bill 2017; 
• ACMA's preparedness for the passing of the Communications Legislation Amendment (Regional & 

Small Publishers Innovation Fund) Bill 2017; 
• findings from the ACMA Communications report 2016–17; 
• reinstatement of funding for SBS in the Government’s 2018–19 budget;  
• potential for shared services between the ABC and SBS; 
• SBS’s guidelines around the coverage of contentious historical events;  
• administration of the civil penalties regime for non-consensual sharing of intimate images; 
• development of a national online complaints portal by the Office of the eSafety Commissioner; 
• ABC’s Investing in Audiences strategy; 
• services provided by the ABC in northern Tasmania; and  
• ACMA’s finding that the ABC’s television news division breached the impartiality provisions of the 

ABC Code of Practice. 
 

The committee will next meet at 9.00am on Thursday, 24 May 2018 in Senate Committee Room 2S3, 
calling: 

• department and agencies of the Communications and the Arts portfolio, continuing with the ABC, 
Department of Communications and the Arts, Creative Partnerships Australia, Screen Australia, 
Australia Council and NBN Co Limited. 

 


