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Senator Brown asked:

Can you comment on the trend for export woodchip sales out of Australia, taking into
account the global market and the projections into the next two years?

Answer:

ABARE publishes forecasts for Australia’s woodchip exports in the Australian
Commodities publication.

The most recently published data, published in June 2005, forecasts a slight decline in
Australia’s woodchip exports to 10.4 million green tonnes in 2005-06, following an
expected increase to 11.0 million green tonnes in the year to 2004-05.

Arecent report by ABARE (Nelson and Shield 2003), showed that woodchip supply from
Australia, South Africa and Chile has the potential to increase dramatically due to recent
plantation establishment.
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