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Question: 05

Topic:   Farm Help/exceptional circumstances in WA - estimates of take-up

Hansard Page: 123

Senator Crane asked: 

You will probably have to take this one on notice. In terms of the additional areas declared for the exceptional circumstances in Western Australia—the eastern wheat belt—what are the anticipated estimates for Farm Help in that new region?

Answer:

Farm Help is an ongoing program available nationally and not specifically targeted to exceptional circumstances (EC) areas. As such, there is no estimate made for Farm Help take-up in EC areas or monitoring of Farm Help recipient numbers in EC areas. 

Family welfare assistance in EC areas is provided by the Exceptional Circumstances Relief Payment (ECRP). The most recently declared EC region is in the northern Wheatbelt of Western Australia. This area was declared on 7 March 2002 and is included as a Budget measure on page 38 of the 2002-03 AFFA Portfolio Budget Statements. 

On 30 April 2002, there were 305 ECRP recipients in the south eastern Wheatbelt EC areas of Western Australia. 

There were 28 Farm Help income support recipients in all of Western Australia at the end of April 2002. Only a proportion of the 28 recipients will be located in the Western Australian EC areas. Farmers in EC areas can choose to suspend Farm Help if EC is declared while they receive the ECRP. The farmers can then return to Farm Help for their remaining entitlements when EC support ends.
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