Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Department
Supplementary Budget Estimates, 27 & 28 May 2002


Question: 03

Topic: New cropping chemicals
Hansard Page:  129

Senator Crane asked:

…..There was an extension made,……..but are there guidelines which can be circulated to business in circumstances such as these?

Answer: 

When a chemical is phased out, there are no general guidelines as to the time allowed. Each case is decided on the circumstances that led to the phase out. Where the registrant decides to relinquish the registration for commercial reasons, the NRA will generally allow 2 years to phase the chemical out of the retail system. Where the chemical is phased out for reasons of safety, efficacy, etc, the NRA will determine a specific phase out period to control the risk. If Senator Crane’s office provides the name of the particular chemical of concern we will provide further details.
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