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Senator O’Brien asked:  
Can you give us details of the cost of each project and the contribution from the Commonwealth and state?………It would be interesting to know what it costs and what the projects involve and to understand how many bores, on that average, we can expect will be dealt with in this program.

Answer:  
Lists of individual projects that received funding through the Great Artesian Basin Sustainability Initiative in 2001-02 in New South Wales, Queensland and South Australia area attached.  On-ground work undertaken may include: 

· bore rehabilitation 

· relining or replacement of bores with corroded bore columns, 

· repair or replacement of bore heads to control outflows; and/or

· replacement of open earthen bore drains by piped reticulation systems and troughs and tanks.

Works may span two or more financial years, depending on the nature and extent of the works undertaken, the weather conditions and the scheduling of landholders in-kind (labour) contributions.  Consequently, works cannot be identified exclusively against any one year. The attached tables list works approved and funded to some extent in 2001-02. Some of these will be completed within 2001-02, and others will run beyond this period. Further, some projects are for piping of bores that have been capped under previous programs supported by the Commonwealth and some projects (particularly in Queensland) are for capping only, with a commitment by the bore owner to pipe within 5 years. 

Under the first three years of the Great Artesian Basin Sustainability Initiative, some 160 bores were rehabilitated.  On that basis it is expected that 300 to 350 will be rehabilitated over the five-year life of the program.  The best available information indicates that at the commencement of the program there were 1061 known uncontrolled/uncontrollable bores.
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