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Senator Allison asked: 

But it is not an independent observer?

Mr Meere replied: ……………If it would be useful, I could give you the number of observer days that we provided last year and the number we have provided this year if you wanted to get some idea.

Senator Allison: You may also want to take on notice the question about the measures that are being introduced to ensure that the impacts of fishing on threatened species are better understood and therefore reduced. Is it possible to provide information for each of the threatened species and marine protected species in Commonwealth fisheries?

Answer:

Please find attached (Attachment 1) the requested observer sea days. Please note, the Marine and Freshwater Institute undertakes observer functions on behalf of AFMA in a number of fisheries.

It is not possible to provide information on specific measures for all individual threatened and listed marine protected species.  

Environment Australia documentation identifies the following species or species groups of ‘listed marine species’ protected under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 in Australian waters:

(a) 
all species in the Family Hydrophiidae (sea-snakes); 

(b) 
all species in the Family Laticaudidae (sea-snakes); 

(c) 
all species in the Family Otariidae (eared seals); 

(d) 
all species in the Family Phocidae ("true" seals); 

(e)
all species in the Genus Crocodylus (crocodiles); 

(f) 
all species in the Genus Dugong (dugong); 

(g) 
all species in the Family Cheloniidae (marine turtles); 

(h) 
the species Dermochelys coriacea (leatherback turtles); 

(i) 
all species in the Family Syngnathidae (seahorses, sea-dragons and pipefish); 

(j) 
all species in the Family Solenostomidae (ghost pipefish); 

(k) 
all species in the Class Aves (birds) that occur naturally in Commonwealth marine areas. 

This documentation also lists all cetaceans (i.e. whales and dolphins) found in Australian waters as protected under this legislation.

In addition to these marine species, there are at present 354 species listed in the threatened category, a small proportion of which can be found in the marine environment.

AFMA, in consultation with industry and fishery assessment groups, have identified the protected species most likely to be interacted with by commercial fishing and developed measures to ensure the impacts of fishing on threatened species are better understood and therefore reduced.

The major measures being implemented include:
· Bycatch Reduction Device trials

· Seabird mitigation measures in Commonwealth Tuna and Billfish fisheries (e.g. chute, line weighting) 

· Seal exclusion devices on Commonwealth trawlers in the South East Trawl Fishery

· Turtle excluder devices in the Commonwealth Northern Prawn Fishery

· Net configuration / alternative mesh sizes in the Commonwealth South East Fishery.

Other additional measures to understand and reduce impacts:

· Improvements to logbooks  
· Logbook visits / interviews with fishers 

· Protected species reporting forms 

· Preparation of field guides to assist identification of species

· Targeted research:

· Seal/squid project 

· Ecological risk assessment project 

· Integrated Scientific Monitoring Program 

· Southern Bluefin Tuna research 

· Best practice reference points. 

Attachment 1

Table 1. Observer sea days for the financial period 1999/00 to 2001/02


Project

Provider
Actual
Sea Days
1999/00
Actual
Sea Days
2000/01
Actual
Sea Days
2001/02 (to 31/5/02)

Christmas & Cocos Islands Tuna Fishery
AFMA
31
-
-

Cocos Island Trawl Fishery
AFMA
-
18
-

South-East Trawl Fishery (SETF)
AFMA

MAFRI
82

329
45

354
18

310

South-East Non-Trawl Fishery (SENTF)
MAFRI
-
-
50

Great Australian Bight Trawl Fishery (GABTF)
MAFRI
-
80
80

East Coast Deepwater Trawl Fishery (ECDWT)
MAFRI
-
36
40

Victorian Inshore Trawl Fishery (VIT)
MAFRI
-
10
10

Heard Island & McDonald Island Fishery (HIMI)
AFMA
499
338
259

Macquarie Island Development Fishery (MIDF)
AFMA
72
190
0

SBT (purse seine)
AFMA


10

Norfolk Island Fishery
AFMA
-
17
38

Indian Ocean Trawl (alfonsino)
AFMA


73

Jack mackerel (pair trawl)
AFMA

4
50

Scallop
AFMA


2

Lord Howe Island  (trawl)
AFMA


48

Squid / Seal interaction project
AFMA


33

South Tasman Rise (trawl)
AFMA
25
0
7

Seabird Threat Abatement Plan (Tuna fisheries) Double tori pole trial
AFMA


180

Seabird Threat Abatement Plan (Tuna fisheries) Chute trial
AFMA
-
-
367

Totals
AFMA

MAFRI
709

329
612

480
1085

490
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