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Senator McLucas asked: 

In answer to question no. 4, I was advised that DIMA was requested to expedite the slipping and treatment of the FV Wing Sang 108 and its removal.  I was subsequently advised in that answer that there was a window of opportunity to get the vessel slipped between 9 and 13 July. I understand that the Wing Sang was not slipped during that period. Can you tell me why? Can I get an explanation as to why it was not slipped at that time and what the implications may have been for us not catching that window of opportunity?"    

Answer:

DIMIA has advised that the window of opportunity was conditional upon provision of relevant vessel documentation to the shipyard concerned.  As a standard operating procedure, the shipyard required prior information on the vessel's hull, including a drawing of the hull, to enable preparation for slipping of the vessel.   DIMIA was not able to provide an acceptable plan of the hull to the shipyard operator as most of the vessel's documentation had been seized as evidence by the Australian Federal Police. 

Any implications of not slipping the Wing Sang at this time cannot be accurately determined from information currently available.
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