ATTACHMENT A

For Financial Assistance Grants to Local Government (FAGS) and the Local Government Incentive Programme (LGIP), the Department’s response is based on the definition of regional cities and towns in the Australian Classification of Local Governments (ACLG).  This is published each year in the Report on the Operation of the Local Government Financial Assistance Act 1995 (Appendix E).  ACLG defines Regional Towns/Cities as urban areas with a population of more than 20,000 people or a population density of more than 30 people per square kilometre that are part of an urban centre with population less than 1,000,000 and are predominantly urban in nature.

Financial Assistance Grants to Local Government

Financial Assistance Grants to Local Government (FAGS) are provided to all Councils in Australia.  Details of the names of the Councils classified as Regional Towns/Cities are published in the Report on the Operation of the Local Government Financial Assistance Act 1995 (Appendix D).  

Out of the total of 730 councils funded under FAGS, 145 are classified as Regional Towns/Cities.
Local Government Incentive Programme Grants

In keeping with the Government’s emphasis on the needs of regional Australia, the Local Government Incentive Programme projects were to benefit the following councils:

· Rural councils; and/or

· Small and medium urban regional councils; and/or

· Small and medium urban fringe councils.

Projects that involved a consortium between an eligible council and other councils (eg between a large urban regional council and hinterland rural councils) qualified as a project that benefit eligible councils.  Projects carried out by a Regional Organisation of Councils, a State Local Government Association or a Local Government professional body in conjunction with or for the benefit of councils in one or more of the above categories were also eligible.

The following LGIP projects included a component that directly benefits a specific regional town or city:

Title of project
Regional Town or City
Amount of grant

Spatially Enabling Information For Better Planning and Policy Development in the Western Sydney Basin
Hawkesbury City Council
$100,000

Building Regional Environmental Management Capacity in Rural Councils
Singleton (as part of the Lower Hunter and Central Coast Regional Environmental Management System)
$100,000

Strategies for the Effective Provision of Development and Technical Services in Rural and Regional areas
Latrobe City as part of Gippsland
$100,000

Economic and Social Development in Cross Border Region in Northern Victoria and Southern NSW
Moira Shire Council
$44,000

Employment of Implementation Officer to Manage Far North Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils Response to the Far North Queensland Regional Plan
Cairns (as part of the Far North Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils)
$99,500

South East Queensland Rural Enhancement Strategy
Logan (as part of the South East Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils)
$100,000

Mackay Regional Infrastructure Standards Project
Mackay, as part of Hinterland and Whitsunday Local Governments Inc
$37,500

Title of project
Regional Town or City
Amount of grant

Implementation of Regional Positioning of the Upper Spencer Gulf to become investment ready
Port Augusta and Whyalla as part of the Upper Spencer Gulf Common Purpose Group
$75,000

One Stop Strategic Planning System
Corporation of the City of Whyalla
$90,000

Development and Implementation of an Economic Development Strategy for North East Tasmania
Launceston City Council
$95,000

Integration of Council Workforces/Associated Resources
Burnie City Council with Waratah‑Wynyard Council
$100,000

Youth Space Project
Redcliffe City Council
$97,000

Total number of projects: 12

The following LGIP projects included a component that directly benefits a range of regional towns or cities:

Title of project
Grantee
Amount of grant

Implementation of Timber Bridge Testing
Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia
$100,000

Enhancing the Leadership Capacity of Elected Members and Local Government Managers in NSW
Local Government and Shires Association of NSW
$99,550

Best Practice Service Development in Rural Local Government Youth Services
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology University and Department of Justice and Youth Studies
$47,820

The LGPro Benchmarking Program
Local Government Professionals Inc
$100,000

Improved Financial Reporting and Management
Local Government Association of Queensland 
$81,000

Elected Member Update – Regional Training Program
Local Government Association of Queensland
$36,400

Title of project
Grantee
Amount of grant

Regional Transport Infrastructure Coordination
Western Australian Municipal Association
$95,000

National Regional Benchmarking System
Australian Local Government Association
$100,000

Enhancing Local Government Participation in Planning, Coordination and Delivery of Services – State/Local Government Partnerships Program
Joint SA Office of Local Government/ Local Government Authority of South Australia
$100,000

Online Officer Network
Local Government Managers Australia  (formerly IMM
$44,200

Victorian Statewide Asset Management and Improvement Strategy Project
Municipal Association of Victoria
$88,000

Guidelines on Hillside Development
A Local Government Ministers’ Conference project
$46,200

Northern Australian Projects
Northern Australian Forum
$100,000

Assisting Local government
Active Australia
$15,000

Professional Development for Local Government officials and elected members
Australian Local Government Association and State/Territory Local Government Associations (8 projects in total)
$404,500

Total number of projects:  16

