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Output:  1.1 Policy Advice and Ministerial Services

Senator Carr asked:

1. Is it the case that the Minister for Territories, accompanied by the Minister for Communications, flew to Norfolk Island on 9 June 2000 to discuss with the territory Government a proposal to grant an internet gaming licence to a United States corporation?  What was the outcome of those discussions?


Has the Norfolk Island Government subsequently granted any internet gaming licences?  Please provide details of any such licences granted, including: 

· licensee; 

· date granted; 

· terms of licence; 

· date of commencement of operation, or expected commencement of operation, in each case.

2. Have the department, and the Minister been formally advised of the membership of the Norfolk Island Gaming Authority? Is the Minister aware that the Deputy Chair of the Authority is Dr John Walsh of Brannagh, the Chancellor of Greenwich University, established by statute on Norfolk Island?  Does the Minister consider that there might be a conflict of interest between these roles of Dr Walsh?

3. Is the Minister aware of the identity of the Director of the Gaming Authority of the Norfolk Island Gaming Authority, Mr Kevin Leyshon, and his employment background?  Can details be provided to the Committee, including information about Mr Leyshon’s employment with the Queensland Government?

4. In 1998, three Acts pertaining to gaming were passed by the Norfolk Island government. These were:

· The Gaming Supervision Act 1998

· The Gaming Act 1998; and

· The Bookmakers Act 1998.


Was the Minister required, under the Norfolk Island Act 1979, to sign off on any or all of these pieces of legislation?  If so, when did the Minister sign off on the legislation?  Were discussions undertaken, or was correspondence entered into, regarding this legislation?  To what issues did this correspondence and/or discussion go?


Was the matter of internet gaming canvassed with the Norfolk Island Government?  What agreements were reached with the Territory Government regarding internet gaming at this time?

5. What is the Minister’s understanding of the intentions of the Norfolk Island Government in licensing internet gaming operations?

6. Can details be provided of arrangements entered into between the Norfolk Island Government and Telstra, or any other relevant communications organisation, relating to communications infrastructure associated with the proposed internet gaming operations?

7. Is the Minister, or the Department, aware of plans on the part of Norfolk Island and the proposed internet gaming provider(s) to operate a large part of its business from the Australian mainland – including administration, call centres, and the provision of much of the internet service (excluding the actual gambling transactions)?  Would such a structure contravene any Australian law?

8. Is the Norfolk Island internet gaming proposal, as currently formulated, consistent with the Government’s position on internet gambling? 

9. Does the Minister believe that there is any link, direct or indirect, between the existing Norfolk Island internet university, Greenwich University, and the internet gaming operations proposed? What action does the department, or the Minister, propose to take on this matter?

10. Has the Department held discussions with DETYA on the subject of possible links between the issue Greenwich University and the internet gaming proposal?  Will such discussions be held?

Answer:

1.
No.


Gaming is a Schedule 2 matter under the Norfolk Island Act 1979 and therefore a matter for the Norfolk Island Government.

2.
As Gaming is a Schedule 2 matter under the Norfolk Island Act 1979 membership of the Gaming Authority  is a matter for the Norfolk Island Government. 

3.
No.  Gaming is a Schedule 2 matter under the Norfolk Island Act 1979 and details of employees of the Gaming Authority are a matter for the Norfolk Island Government. 

4.
No.  Gaming is a Schedule 2 matter under the Norfolk Island Act 1979 and therefore a matter for the Norfolk Island Government.  

5.
Gaming is a Schedule 2 matter under the Norfolk Island Act 1979 and the Norfolk Island Government has full membership of the Gaming Ministers Council.  The Norfolk Island Government has not advised me of its intentions and is not obliged to do so.

6.
I am not aware of arrangements entered into between the Norfolk Island Government and Telstra, or any other relevant communications organisation, relating to communications infrastructure associated with the proposed internet gaming operations. Details of any such arrangements would need to be sought from the Norfolk Island Government.

7.
No.  We have no knowledge of any such plans.  Gaming is a Schedule 2 matter under the Norfolk Island Act 1979 and therefore a matter for the Norfolk Island Government.

8.
Gaming is a Schedule 2 matter under the Norfolk Island Act 1979.  
9.
Other than, as has been noted in question 2 above, that Dr Walsh of Brannagh, who is the Deputy Chair of the Authority is also the Chancellor of Greenwich University, I am not aware of any links. 

10.
No. Gaming is a Schedule 2 matter under the Norfolk Island Act 1979 and therefore a matter for the Norfolk Island Government.
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