Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services Portfolio

Department of Transport and Regional Services
Budget Estimates 2000-2001, (31 May & 1 June 2001)


Question: RSDLG 16

Topic: Regional Australia Summit follow-up

Hansard Page: 415

Output:  2.1 Policy Advice and Legislation, Ministerial Services

Senator Mackay asked:  Ms Addison, if I can refer you to pages 6 to 28 of the summit report which has the recommendations in relation to it. On page 7 I, the summit report recommended better data availability for regional communities.  What work has been done in this area?

Answer:

The Summit Steering Committee Final Report recommendation identified the issue of better data availability on regional communities.  This has been the focus of the Department’s work in this area.

The Understanding Rural Australia Programme (URAP) is the main focus of data collection activity.  All of the 24 projects currently progressing will help to contribute to better data availability on communities.  Of these, the projects with a specific data collection element are:
(Note: all grant amounts provided below are GST exclusive).

University of Tasmania, Hobart, TAS - To build capacity in rural and regional communities that fosters successful small businesses and generates jobs. ($45 450).

Rural Education Research and Development Centre, Townsville, QLD - To conduct research which will pilot schools as contributors to community building strategies in regional areas. ($45 000).

University of Queensland and Melbourne Centre for Rural and Regional Innovation, Gatton, QLD - To build capacity in rural and regional communities by providing access to the knowledge and skills required for the development of leading innovative regions that contribute to sustainable development. ($50 000).

Edith Cowan University South West Community Financial Solutions, Bunbury, WA - To revitalise rural communities and reduce economic leakage through micro-finance solutions. ($45 455).

University of New England, Armidale, NSW - To investigate, evaluate and report on ways in which rural towns can develop broader markets through more efficient production, greater utilisation of resources and mutually beneficial functional relationships between businesses. ($39 649).

The Australian Bureau of Statistics has consulted DoTRS on a range of issues related to regional and rural data and statistics.  DoTRS has been involved in the development of the National Centre for Rural and Regional Statistics.  ABS has invited DoTRS to join the Rural and Regional Statistics Advisory Group. 
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