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Question: LAND 17

Topic: Scoresby Freeway

Written Question on Notice:  17 (25-31)

Output:  4.4 

Senator Allison asked:

25. Isn’t it the case that the EES found that improvement to public transport would be of greater economic benefit than building the Scoresby freeway and would presumably reduce greenhouse emissions?

26. Did the Federal Government require the Victorian State Government to examine public transport options as part of the proposal?  If not, why not?  If so, can a copy be provided of the Victorian State Government’s response?

27. Isn’t it the case that the EES said that a modest shift to public transport of 1-2% would produce equivalent travel time savings and economic benefits to the Scoresby Freeway?  Why was this ignored?

28. Were you aware that when this information emerged, road engineers within the Dept of Infrastructure intervened in the assessment process and ordered the consultants to omit the option of a shift to public transport from further evaluation to prevent it winning?

29. Would such intervention render the EES invalid?

30. Isn’t public transport a ‘prudent and feasible alternative to the Scoresby freeway’ – same economic benefits at lower financial and environmental cost?

31. Did the Government check this before you decided to approve funding?

Answer:

The Scoresby EES examined options to upgrade the corridor with a combination of road works and public transport improvements.  The EES did not consider single mode solutions such as constructing the freeway in favour of public transport or vice versa.  

The Scoresby MoU states that Victoria will be responsible for the planning and implementation of all public transport improvements on the Scoresby Transport corridor, and that any development proposal must take into account the Scoresby EES.

The Minister for Transport and Regional Services raised with the Victorian Minister for Transport the need for a complementary public transport system to be developed in conjunction with the freeway.

To date the Victorian Government has allocated $2m to commence identification of potential public transport improvements on the corridor. 

In terms of information that may have been omitted from the Scoresby Transport Corridor EES, this document was wholly prepared by the Victorian Government.  The Federal Government is not in a position to comment on processes undertaken in the development of this document.  Questions of this nature should be directed to the Victorian Government.

