Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Budget Estimates 2001-2002, (31 May 2001)


Question:  LAND 15

Topic: Albury bypass

Hansard Page: RRA&T pp373-4

Output: 4.4:
Administration of Programmes and Grants for Industry

Senator O’Brien asked: — The minister released a communique on 28 March saying that the group agreed that the Federal Government will commit to a high standard, four-lane external national highway route and that construction will be staged over a period of years, planning to commence forthwith and construction to proceed as soon as possible. 

Could you check to see whether there is a minute or minutes or record of the meeting on the file?

And could you advise the committee?

I just wanted to be certain that there were records other than the communique which were kept on the department’s records.  So you will let me know about that?  Could the committee be supplied with a list of the individuals who attended?  

Is it fair to say that the local government representatives were seeking a four-lane route?
Answer:

Yes, departmental records indicate that on 28 March the Minister for Transport and Regional Services, the Hon John Anderson MP, met with the Member for Farrer, the Hon Tim Fischer MP, the Member for Indi, Mr Lou Lieberman MP, the Mayors of Albury City, Wodonga Rural City and Hume Shire Councils and the Chief Executive Officer, Investment Albury Wodonga.  The meeting was also attended Mr Matt Trewin, Roads Adviser to the Minister for Transport and Regional Services, and Mr Neville Potter and Mr Ed Cory of the Department of Transport and Regional Services.  This corrects advice provided on 31 May to this committee that there were three members of the Department of Transport and Regional Services at this meeting.

The Councils noted, among other things, that there was community concern in relation to the initial two-lane standard for the external route.
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