Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Budget Estimates 2001-2002, 31 May 2001

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Budget Estimates 2001-2002, 31 May 2001


Question: LAND 01

Topic: Scoresby Freeway

Written Question on Notice:  01 (1-2)

Output:  4.4 

Senator Greig asked:

1.
Is the RONI budget proposed to be increased to cover the eastern ring road, and is it the case that the guidelines for the RONI state that to be eligible for funding a proposal must not increase greenhouse emissions?

2.
Did the EES (environmental effects statement) for Scoresby state that the proposal will increase emissions by 18.4 per cent?  Could you also take on notice the subset to that question: if that is the case – and I believe so – how is it eligible for funding?

Answer:

The Federal Government is committed to assist in the construction of the Scoresby Freeway from Ringwood to Frankston.  Additional RONI funds totalling $445m have been allocated for the freeway.

The RONI guidelines state the Federal Government will provide funds to assist States and Territories in developing road projects that produce net economic and social benefits, and contribute to achieving environmental objectives and targets. 

When assessing candidate projects, the RONI guidelines are used as guiding principles.  Economic, social and environmental factors of each project need to be considered in balance with each other.

One of the primary objectives of the Scoresby Freeway is to reduce the levels of commuter and commercial traffic that currently uses the congested Springvale and Stud Roads.  This will in turn provide economic, social and environmental benefits for eastern Melbourne.

Question: LAND 01

Topic: Scoresby Freeway

Written Question on Notice:  17 (3)

Output:  4.4 

Senator Greig asked:

3.
Has the Victorian government spoken with you about the environmental damage that would be related to the proposal in relation to the works that would pass through the Yarra Valley Greenwedge at Eltham or Heidelberg?

Answer:

No.

Question: LAND 01

Topic: Scoresby Freeway

Written Question on Notice:  01 (4-5)

Output:  4.4 

Senator Greig asked:

4.
In terms of public transport alternatives, did the EES find that improvement to public transport would be of greater economic benefit than building the Scoresby Freeway and would, presumably, reduce greenhouse emissions?

5.
Did the EES state that a modest shift to public transport of one per cent or two percent would produce the equivalent travel time savings and economic benefits to the Scoresby Freeway?

Answer:

The Scoresby Transport corridor, as defined by the Victorian Government, was assessed in the June 1998 Environmental Effects Statement. 

Specific questions concerning information contained in the document should be directed to the Victorian Government.

Question: LAND 01

Topic: Scoresby Freeway

Written Question on Notice:  01 (6)

Output:  4.4 

Senator Greig asked:

6.
What do you understand community support to be in terms of the proposed freeway?

Answer:

The Federal Government believes there is strong business and community support for the project, including from local councils.

Question: LAND 01

Topic: Scoresby Freeway

Written Question on Notice:  01 (7)

Output:  4.4 

Senator Greig asked:

7.
Have you had representation from Knox Council?

Answer:

Knox City Council formed part of a delegation that met with the Deputy Prime Minister on 5 December 2000 supporting development of the Scoresby Freeway.  

Knox City is also a signatory to a 1998 submission to the Federal Government supporting the Scoresby Freeway.

Question: LAND 01

Topic: Scoresby Freeway

Written Question on Notice:  01 (8)

Output:  4.4 

Senator Greig asked:

8.
Can you tell me or perhaps answer on notice: who is represented on the eastern ring road steering committee, and does that representation include Manningham, Banyule, Nillumbik, Yarra Ranges and Casey; and, if not, why not?

Answer:

The Federal Government understands that the Eastern Ring Road Steering Committee consists of eight councils (Greater Dandenong, Kingston, Knox City, Frankston City, Maroondah City, Monash, Mornington Peninsula and Whitehorse) and two regional development groups (Business East and the Western Port Corporation).

The Federal Government cannot comment on membership arrangements of this group.  This is a matter for the Eastern Ring Steering Committee.

