Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)
Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 30 May 2001


Question: AMSA 01

Topic:  EPIRBs on marine life rafts

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice:  RRA&T 324

Output:  AMSA Output 1.1:
Safety and environmental protection standards for responsible operation of ships.

Senator O’Brien asked:

“Is there a size differential or a particular operational requirement?”

Answer:

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) provides in Chapter IV, Radiocommunications, that all passenger ships and cargo ships over 300 gross tonnage on international voyages are required to carry a 406 MHz Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB).  This EPIRB needs to be:

· installed in a readily accessible position;

· ready to be manually released;

· capable of being carried by one person to a survival craft;

· capable of floating free if the ship sinks with automatic activation;

· capable of being manually activated.

The SOLAS Convention does not require the carriage of an EPIRB in the ship’s life rafts.

The Navigation Act 1912 implements the SOLAS Convention and, pursuant to the Act, Marine Orders Part 27, GMDSS Radio Equipment, provides that an EPIRB must be carried on a ship in accordance with the SOLAS requirements.

Marine Order Part 25, Equipment – Life Saving, requires Australian ships (passenger ships and cargo ships over 500 gross tonnage) on international and interstate voyages to carry a 121.5 MHz EPIRB in each life raft on the vessel.  This is in addition to the 406MHz EPIRB required to be carried on the ship by Marine Orders Part 27.
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