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Senator O’Brien asked:  
An Aboriginal air service – Ngurratjuta Air, is a small organisation that provides services to about 10 aboriginal communities to the west and to the north-west of Alice Springs.  I understand this organisation obtained an AOC licence in January of this year.  Can you confirm that they were previously operating a charter license doing mail runs, supplementing their revenue through carrying tourists?  I understand that, because they were having problems, they were supplementing revenue through carrying tourists, and that causes problems that we are all aware of.  They therefore went through the process of obtaining an AOC.  They are now waiting for routes to be approved by CASA.  How long does that process take?  

What is the situation with their AOC?  

And could you let me know if CASA is involved with the Northern Territory Department of Transport and Works about what is required to bring those airstrips up to standard. 

Answer:

CASA issued an Air Operators Certificate (AOC) C572082-01, authorising Regular Public Transport (RPT), Charter and Aerial Work to Aboriginal Air Services Pty Ltd on 29 January 2001.  A copy of the AOC is provided at Attachment 1. 

CASA records reveal that two applications were received from the operator dated 18 April 2001 and 23 April 2001 for the authorisation of additional ports on their AOC.  The task has been assigned to a CASA Office, and is expected to be completed shortly. 

Aerodromes used for RPT operations have to be licensed or meet the standards prescribed in Civil Aviation Order (CAO) 82.3.  A copy of the CAO is provided at Attachment 2. 

In accordance with the Order, CASA is required to assess the aerodromes applied for to ensure that they meet the required standard.  If an aerodrome is already licensed, the additional ports may be placed on the applicants AOC in a timely manner.  If the aerodrome is not licensed and/or does not meet the standards prescribed in the Order, the applicant must supply to CASA a survey, which requires both an operational and technical assessment by the Authority to enable its approval for use as an RPT aerodrome.  

CASA has, and is continuing to work constructively with representatives of the Northern Territory Department of Transport and Works regarding the aerodrome compliance requirements against CAO 82.3. 
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