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Question: 
CASA 23

Topic: 
Pilot fatigue levels – CAO 48

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 262

Senator O’Brien asked:  
Mr Toller, with respect to your comments that I referred to earlier on CAO 48 – that is the number of exemptions to CAO 48 which are potentially inappropriate – are any of those, to your knowledge, involved in this Ansett pilots issue, or aren’t you aware of it. 

Answer:

As previously advised during discussions relating to Flight and Duty times and exemptions granted against the requirements of CAO 48, CASA recognises that it is important to apply the current rules for flight and duty times fairly and consistently, and has undertaken to review current processes for both General Aviation and Airline Operations. 

To ensure consistency, all Instruments in accordance with the standard industry exemption issued against the requirements of Civil Aviation Order 48 are administered and issued from CASA’s Central Office, as they become due for renewal, or upon the operator’s request.  

The General Manager, Airline Operations or the General Manager, General Aviation Operations approves the Instruments, to ensure consistency and standardization.  

CASA has introduced procedures to ensure that the current rules for regulating flight and duty times are consistently and fairly applied until such time as they are replaced by new rules.  These procedures ensure that the practice of issuing exemptions against the current rules are reviewed, refined and administered consistently.

CASA has been working constructively with the Ansett Pilots Association regarding the CAO 48 Exemptions granted to Ansett.  

However, CASA believes that on the information currently available to the Authority there is no objective evidence that the exemption currently issued to the operator is inappropriate. 
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