Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Department of Transport and Regional Services

CASA
Supplementary Budget Estimates 2000-2001, (30 May 2001)


Question: CASA 12

Topic: Service Bulletins

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 245

Senator O’Brien asked:

Have there been occasions – you may not know the full history Mr Toller – going back over the last ten years when CASA has taken independent action in response to an alert service bulletin without relying on a view from the FAA. 

Answer:

There have been occasions when CASA, or one of its predecessor organisations, has taken action to mandate a service bulletin without waiting for the United States Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to mandate it first. 

CASA generally raises the issues contained in the Service Bulletin with the FAA before acting, but if the problems identified in the Service Bulletin require urgent action that impacts upon the Australian fleet, CASA would act before consulting the US regulator.  Often, when Australia has acted unilaterally to mandate a Service Bulletin, the FAA has followed.

This action is consistent with standard International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and international practice.
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