A (ii):  Fisheries & Forestry

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 28 & 29 May 2001


Question: 22
Output: 3 Outcome: Industry Development and Adjustment
Topic: NHT – Farm Forestry Program
Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 174
Senator Murphy asked:

“Can anyone tell me what the $13 million-odd was expended on? I am happy if you do take it on notice, but I want a breakdown of how the money has been expended.  I want to know how much of it has been expended and what it has been expended on. In particular, I would be interested in finding out whether or not any of the money has been provided to forest plantation companies and, if so, which ones and how much money was provided. I am talking nationally. In terms of the state departments, if plantation forestry development have received funding as well, I would like to know which ones received it and how much they received. I do not want to get a very selective breakdown, I want a fairly comprehensive one.”

Answer:

In 1999-2000 a total of $12,960,000 was spent on farm forestry projects comprising:

· $2,757,000 from WAPIS for regional based initiatives ($1.8 million) and projects of national significance ($1 million)

· $10,206,000 from NHT for allocation on approved projects through the states ($7.9 million) and on national projects ($2.3 million)

Full details of this expenditure are provided in the answer to Question 18.

There was no expenditure on commercial plantations, whether by private forestry companies or State forest agencies as the guidelines for both WAPIS and NHT preclude expenditure on commercial activities of this kind. 

