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Question: 17
Output: 3 Outcome: Industry Development and Adjustment
Topic: (Natural Heritage Trust - Farm Forestry Program)
Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 30
Senator Forshaw asked:

In relation to Farm Forestry funding under NHT for Queensland:

1. How much did the Queensland minister put on the table?

2. What was the closing date for applications for Queensland?

3. I am advised that the applicants had to wait up to some 13 months to hear the outcome of their applications – so you might be able to confirm whether that is the case.

4. Has the Queensland Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Mr Robertson, written to the minister indicating that the level of funding available in Queensland and the delay in approving projects has left several existing projects out of pocket?

5. Did these projects continue to operate in the expectation that they would be refunded only to later discover that the Commonwealth had not approved continued funding for them?

6. And what has been the response of the Commonwealth government to the problem that that created – you will take that on notice?

7. Will the Natural Heritage Trust farm forestry procedures be reviewed to ensure that delays will not occur again?

Answer:

1 The original Queensland bid for Commonwealth funding of projects under the Farm Forestry Program of the Natural Heritage Trust’s One-Stop-Shop application process for 2000-2001 totalled $1.354 million. 

2 The closing date for all applications under the One-Stop Shop process was 25 February 2000. Following assessment of applications Queensland submitted its bid in July 2000 almost 5 months after the closing date. As the Queensland bid exceeded the funds available a revised Queensland bid was requested and was submitted in September 2000.

3 Minister Tuckey approved continuing projects to the value of $0.78 million on 26 February 2001. In accordance with established NHT procedures, letters to successful applicants were subsequently sent by the Commonwealth, under the signatures of both Ministers Truss and Tuckey. The State is responsible for communicating with unsuccessful applicants. 

4&5
Minister Robertson wrote to Minister Tuckey on 9 April 2001 accepting Minister Tuckey’s offer of $0.78 million for Farm Forestry projects for 2000-2001, but noting that considerable costs had been incurred in the expectation that previously approved projects within his Department would continue to be funded.

The continuing projects which the Minister did not approve were State Government agency-based projects. The Commonwealth is not aware of the various funding sources for projects run by State agencies. However, all States have been advised in writing by the Commonwealth that project approvals are on an annual basis.

6
In response to submissions from unsuccessful proponents, Minister Tuckey reviewed the Queensland NHT projects. He subsequently offered to fund a project which was not initially approved, Developing Agroforestry Systems for River Frontage Country in Central Queensland.  In addition Queensland has recently accepted a long-standing Commonwealth offer of $150,000 to fund a third Regional Plantation Committee in Central Queensland. This meant that all community-based projects had been approved. Projects not funded in 2000-2001 were able to re-apply for funding in the 2001-2002 round of Trust applications. 

7 Farm Forestry Program procedures will not be reviewed as they have been successful in delivering funding in an efficient and timely manner over the duration of the Trust. States had been requested to provide forward estimates in October 1999. All States except Queensland had provided forward estimates and subsequent bids from those other States reflected available funding.

In this instance, Queensland failed to provide forward estimates for continuing projects and the initial Queensland bid of July 2000 was well in excess of its allocation. A revised bid was received on 14 September. This was also significantly greater than the available funding and the projects were not prioritised. The decision on which projects were to be funded had therefore to be taken by Minister Tuckey. 

