A (ii):  Fisheries & Forestry

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 28 & 29 May 2001


Question: 10

Output # Outcome: AFMA

Topic: ACIL Report on review of MACs

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 20
Senator Murphy asked:

Do you ever write to the Australian National Sportfishing Association (ANSA)? If you wouldn’t mind checking on that. 

Answer:

Yes.  The last time we sought recreational/charter fishing members for Management Advisory Committees (MACs) was in December 1999 for the three tuna MACs.

At that time we wrote to 35 recreational fishing bodies (per attached list) including ANSA.

<Rec-Charter member Observer nomination ltr>

<Mailing list – rec charter members>

F98/0842, F98/0849, F98/0850

23 December 1999

LETTER TO RECREATIONAL FISHING/CHARTER BOAT ASSOCIATIONS

Recreational Fishing/Charter Boat Members 

and Recreational Fishing/Charter Boat Permanent Observers

I am writing to seek your advice regarding nominations for the positions of recreational fishing/charter boat members and permanent observers for AFMA’s three tuna fishery management advisory committees (Eastern Tuna MAC, Southern and Western Tuna and Billfish Fisheries MAC and Southern Bluefin Tuna MAC) which are due to become vacant once the terms of appointment of existing MAC members and observers expire in February 2000. As you may be aware, AFMA’s Fisheries Administration Act 1991 provides for the establishment of MACs to assist AFMA in the performance of its functions and the exercise of its powers.

In the interests of being able to consider a broad range of candidates, I have also sought advice from a number of other recreational fishing/charter boat associations, however, I would appreciate your written advice on up to three persons whom you believe would be appropriate for each of the following member and permanent observer positions. Members and observers will be appointed for a period of three years from 1 March 2000 until 28 February 2003.

Eastern Tuna MAC – nominations are sought for the positions of member and permanent observer on the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery Management Advisory Committee. 

SBT MAC – nominations are sought for the position of permanent observer on the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery Management Advisory Committee.  This Committee has been formed to replace the existing Southern Tuna and Billfish Fishery Management Advisory Committee (STBMAC).

S/WBTMAC – nominations are sought for the position of member on the Southern and Western Tuna and Billfish Fisheries Management Advisory Committee.  This Committee has been formed to replace the existing Western Tuna MAC.

The roles of recreational fishing/charter boat members and observers are similar and the persons appointed to these positions will be expected to:

· Contribute expertise in relation to recreational fishing/charter boat operations to MAC deliberations;

· Advise the MAC of any implications that its deliberations/recommendations may have for recreational fishing/charter boat operators and fisheries;

· Consult with other affected recreational fishing/charter boat associations prior to a MAC meeting to ensure adequate input of their views; and

· Regularly report to, and liaise with, the relevant recreational fishing/charter boat stakeholders in relation to the issues being dealt with and possible solutions being considered by the MAC.   

The successful candidates will also be expected to have some knowledge of, or experience in, the specified fisheries and the fishing industry generally.  

Recreational fishing/charter boat members and observers must be persons of standing in the recreational fishing/charter boat community and will therefore be appointed on the basis of both their qualifications, experience, expertise and credibility within that field and willingness and ability to contribute to MAC deliberations. It should be noted that persons selected for these positions are not appointed as representatives of particular sectors or interest groups and, like all other MAC members, once appointed are required to act in the best interests of the Fishery. The attached copy of Fisheries Management Paper No. 1 – Management Advisory Committees outlines the responsibilities and obligations of MAC members and observers and it is recommended that persons you are considering nominating for the specified positions read this policy carefully before agreeing to have their names put forward for consideration.  Please note that travel costs associated with attendance at MAC meetings of members, but not permanent observers, are reimbursed at the agreed Government rates.

In accordance with the provisions of FMP No. 1, the appointment of recreational fishing/charter boat observers to AFMA’s MACs is designed to provide additional expertise and balance which cannot be accommodated within existing MACs because of limitations on membership numbers. However, while AFMA is seeking to appoint as permanent observers persons who can be expected to make a meaningful contribution to the MACs on the basis of their knowledge or expertise in recreational fishing/charter boat matters it should be noted that permanent observers do not share the same rights as full MAC members.  In particular, while such observers may participate in MAC discussions (in accordance with the duties and obligations set out in Section 6 of FMP No. 1) they are not party to agreements by the MAC on recommendations to the AFMA Board. 

Once all nominations have been received, the AFMA Board will determine the most appropriate persons for the above positions based on the needs of each fishery.  To assist in this decision making process, I would be grateful if you could include resumes outlining the relevant skills and experience of those whom you nominate.  Nominations should also briefly address the nominee’s willingness and ability to meet the requirements specified in the dot points above.

The AFMA Board is scheduled to meet in late February 2000 so I would appreciate your advice in writing by Friday 28 January 2000. I have also attached a brief overview of the three tuna MACs, however, if you require further information please contact the following:


Mr Steve Bolton (for Southern and Western Tuna and Billfish Fisheries MAC and Southern Bluefin Tuna MAC) on (02) 6272 3075 


Mr James Findlay (for Eastern Tuna MAC) on (02) 6272 5282 

Yours sincerely

Phil Marshall

Executive Secretary
Name
Address

National Secretary
ANSA

5 Beacon Street

MORAYFIELD  QLD  4506

Victorian Secretary
ANSA 

35 Sladden Street

HAMLYN HEIGHTS  VIC  3215

New South Wales Secretary
ANSA 

PO BOX 64

SWANSEA  NSW  2281

Queensland Secretary
ANSA

‘Myora’

186 Tooley Street

MARYBOROUGH  QLD  4650

Tasmanian Secretary
ANSA 

PO BOX 5

NORTH HOBART  TAS  7002

Northern Territory Secretary
ANSA 

C/- PO BOX 4604

DARWIN  NT  0801

South Australian Secretary
ANSA

218 Daws Road

DAW PARK  SA  5041

Western Australian Secretary
ANSA 

30 Patterson Drive

MIDDLE SWAN  WA  6056

Mr M McKinnirey
Vice President

ANSA

26 Rodgers Avenue

DAPTO  NSW  2630

Mr P Anderson
Canberra GFC

161 Jacki Howe Crescent

MACARTHUR  ACT  2904

National Secretary
GFAA

PO BOX 301

NELSONS BAY  NSW  2315

Queensland Secretary
GFA

PO BOX 62

CALOUNDRA  QLD  4551

New South Wales Secretary
GFA

PO BOX 301

NELSONS BAY  NSW  2315

Tasmanian Secretary


GFA

13 Beach Road

MIDWAY POINT  TAS  7171

Victorian Secretary
GFA

PO BOX 408

MENTONE  VIC  3191

Western Australian Secretary
GFA 

11 Jolliffe Street

BUSSELTON  WA  6280

South Australian Secretary
GFA

Flat 4 

9 – 11 South Esplanade

GLENELG  SA  5045

Mr B Kirkby
Secretary

Queensland Charter Vessel Association

PO BOX 5078

MANLY  QLD  4179

Northern Territory Secretary
GFA

PO BOX 837

NHULUNBUY  NT  0881

Secretary
Sunfish – Queensland

PO BOX 212

MARGATE  QLD  4019

Secretary
Cairns Professional Game Fishing Association Inc

PO BOX 5722

CAIRNS  QLD  4870

Secretary
Great Barrier Reef Charter Association Inc.
Po Box 1102 

Mackay  Qld  4875

Secretary
Redcliffe Offshore Charter Boat Association
PO Box 190  

Burpengary  Qld  4505

Secretary
Queensland Commercial Vessel Association
po box 8868

Gold Coast Mail Centre  
qld  9726

Secretary 
Charter Vessels Association
1 Baldhead Street
waverton  nsw  2060

Secretary
Sea Charter Operators of Tasmania
C/- Professional Charters
272 St Helens Point Road
st helens  tas  7217

Secretary
NSW Chart Boat Operators Association
po box 189

kiama  nsw  2533

Secretary
Tweed River Charter Vessel Association
37 Peninsula Drive
bilambil heights  nsw  2486

Secretary
Victorian Fishing Charter Association
po box 124

sorrento  vic  3943

Secretary
South East Gippsland Charter Boat Association
po box 270

yarram  vic  3971

Secretary
Charter Boat Owners & 
Operators Association
PO BOX 94

FREMANTLE  WA  6959

Secretary
Batavia Charter Boat Association
C/- Graeme Rayner
PO BOX 3311

BLUFF PT, GERALDTON  WA  6530

Mr P Hall
Recreational Fishing Officer

NT Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries

GPO BOX 990

DARWIN  NT  0801

Mr Ben Loiterton


Recreational Policy Manager

Department of Primary Industries and Resources SA

GPO Box 1625

ADELAIDE  SA  5001

Secretary

Association of Marine Park Tourism Operators
PO Box 105
THE GRANGE  QLD  4051

