A (i):  Rural Support and Adjustment

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Budget Estimates 2001-2002, 28-29 May 2001


Question: 15

Output: 1 Outcome: Industry Development / Rural Support and Adjustment

Topic: Exceptional circumstances assistance
Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 55

Senator O’Brien asked:

Can the committee receive an update on how many farmers are in receipt of exceptional circumstances assistance at the moment?

With that, perhaps you could provide the current status of each of the EC declarations that are currently, if I can put it that way, in operation and the details of the numbers involved?

Answer:

The attached table provides an update on the exceptional circumstances information as requested. 

EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES (EC) ASSISTANCE

Exceptional Circumstances Relief Payment (ECRP) and EC Interest Rate Subsidies (IRS)

Area
Status
ECRP End Date 
Last Date To Apply For IRS
Approximate Current ECRP Recipients as at 30 April 2001
IRS Assistance Provided from Date of Declaration to 30 April 2001

NEW SOUTH WALES - areas currently receiving support

Monaro Region B

Declared 8 April 1998
Revoked 

27 Nov 2000 - 

In recovery period
26 Nov 2001
26 Nov 2001
69 recipients
In the whole Monaro region (Areas A, B and C) since declaration, 150 applications for EC IRS have been approved with Commonwealth expenditure totalling approximately $2.3m.

Monaro Region C 

Declared 30 August 1998
Revoked 

27 Nov 2000 - 

In recovery period
26 Nov 2001
26 Nov 2001



Fruit growers in the Batlow area

Declared 7 July 1999

 
In recovery period
6 July 2001
6 July 2001
11 recipients
Since declaration 21 applications for EC IRS have been approved with Commonwealth expenditure totalling approximately $0.3m.



The Commonwealth primarily funds EC IRS with average Commonwealth funding of around 80% of amounts approved and the State contributing the remaining 20%. The maximum interest rate subsidy available in 1999-00 was 85% reducing to 70% in 2000-01 and 50% in 2001-02. Farmers must apply for EC IRS each year.

ECRP is entirely Commonwealth funded providing fortnightly income support at Newstart allowance rates with an average of around $1,000 per month paid to recipients.



EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES (EC) ASSISTANCE

Exceptional Circumstances Relief Payment (ECRP) and EC Interest Rate Subsidies (IRS)

Area
Status
ECRP End Date 
Last Date To Apply For IRS
Approximate Current ECRP Recipients as at 30 April 2001
IRS Assistance Provided from Date of Declaration to 31 March 2001

VICTORIA - areas currently receiving support

East Gippsland - Wellington Shire 

Declared 30 March 1998
Revoked

20 Feb 2001 - 

In recovery period
19 Feb. 2002
19 Feb. 2002
395 recipients
In the Gippsland region since declaration 701 applications for EC IRS have been approved with Commonwealth expenditure totalling approximately $7.1m.

East Gippsland - East Gippsland Shire

Declared 30 March 1998
Revoked 

27 Nov 2000 - 

In recovery period
26 Nov 2001
26 Nov 2001



Mallee

Declared 3 August 1999


In recovery period
2 August 2001 
2 August 2001
283 recipients
In the Mallee region since declaration 368 applications for EC IRS have been approved with Commonwealth expenditure totalling approximately $3.4m



The Commonwealth primarily funds EC IRS with average Commonwealth funding of around 80% of amounts approved and the State contributing the remaining 20%. The maximum interest rate subsidy available in 1999-00 was 85% reducing to 70% in 2000-01 and 50% in 2001-02. Farmers must apply for EC IRS each year.

ECRP is entirely Commonwealth funded providing fortnightly income support at Newstart allowance rates with an average of around $1,000 per month paid to recipients.



EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES (EC) ASSISTANCE

Exceptional Circumstances Relief Payment (ECRP) and EC Interest Rate Subsidies (IRS)

Area
Status
ECRP End Date 
Last Date To Apply For IRS
Approximate Current ECRP Recipients as at 30 April 2001
IRS Assistance Provided from Date of Declaration to 30 April 2001

TASMANIA - areas currently receiving support

Flinders Island 

Declared 8 April 1998
Revoked

20 Feb 2001 - 

In recovery period
19 Feb. 2002
19 Feb. 2002
14 recipients
On Flinders Island since declaration 56 applications for EC IRS have been approved with Commonwealth expenditure totalling approximately $0.4m.

Central Highlands

Declared 25 May 2000


In recovery period
24 May 2002
24 May 2002
59 recipients
In the Central Highlands/Midlands region since declaration 42 applications for EC IRS have been approved with Commonwealth expenditure totalling approximately $0.8m 

Southern Midlands area (adjacent to Central Highlands)

Declared 27 November 2000


In EC period
26 Nov. 2002 
26 Nov. 2002



The Commonwealth primarily funds EC IRS with average Commonwealth funding of around 80% of amounts approved and the State contributing the remaining 20%. The maximum interest rate subsidy available in 1999-00 was 85% reducing to 70% in 2000-01 and 50% in 2001-02. Farmers must apply for EC IRS each year.

ECRP is entirely Commonwealth funded providing fortnightly income support at Newstart allowance rates with an average of around $1,000 per month paid to recipients.



EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES (EC) ASSISTANCE

Exceptional Circumstances Relief Payment (ECRP) and EC Interest Rate Subsidies (IRS)

Area
Status
ECRP End Date 
Last Date To Apply For IRS
Approximate Current ECRP Recipients as at 31 May 2001
IRS Assistance Provided from Date of Declaration to 31 May 2001

WESTERN AUSTRALIA - areas currently receiving support

South East region of WA

Declared 2 February 2001
In EC period
1 Feb. 2003
1 Feb. 2003
322 recipients
As at the end of May 2001, Western Australia had received 242 applications for EC IRS. 76 Have been approved and have been paid or will receive payment shortly (total value $3.064m), 14 declined and the remainder awaiting information from the farmer or being assessed. Payments already made as at 31 May have totalled $1.276m with Commonwealth funding of $1.031m.



The Commonwealth primarily funds EC IRS with average Commonwealth funding of around 80% of amounts approved and the State contributing the remaining 20%. The maximum interest rate subsidy available in 1999-00 was 85% reducing to 70% in 2000-01 and 50% in 2001-02. Farmers must apply for EC IRS each year.

ECRP is entirely Commonwealth funded providing fortnightly income support at Newstart allowance rates with an average of around $1,000 per month paid to recipients.
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