A (i):  Rural Support and Adjustment

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 28-29 May 2001


Question: 13
 Output: 1 Outcome: Industry Development/Rural Support and Adjustment

Topic: Farm Help source

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 44
Senator O’Brien asked: 

a) Do you have any idea where those 1,079 applicants (Farm Help) came from – what their point of referral was?

Answer: 

a) A mid-term review of the Farm Family Restart Scheme (FFRS), now known as Farm Help, provided information on how a randomly selected group of FFRS recipients first learned about the program. The review, which commenced in December 1999, concluded with the provision of a report in March 2000. A copy of the report was provided to the Committee in response to Senate Question On Notice 3532, following the Senate Estimate Committee Hearings in March 2001.

The report found that approximately 25% of re-establishment and income support recipients first learned about the FFRS program through Centrelink, with around a further 47% citing a Rural Financial Counsellor as their point of referral. 

While point of referral information for FFRS and more recently Farm Help recipients has not been collected on an on-going basis, a new exit survey of Farm Help recipients will capture this information on a continual basis. The exit survey is currently under development and is due to be implemented in the second half of 2001. 

Page 40 of the Hansard: Mr Wonder said:

 “As I have said, we can provide some more details in terms of numbers assisted by that program (Farm Help – formerly the Farm Family Restart Scheme).

Answer:

The attached table shows the number of farmers who have been assisted by Farm Help (formerly the Farm Family Restart Scheme) since the program commenced in December 1997 to 31 May 2001.
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