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Output: 3 Outcome: Agricultural Industries (AGIND)
Topic: 
Fodder Pasture Grant
Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 65-66

Senator Forshaw asked:

My point is that, first, not every dairy farmer in that region was affected. The second thing is that, on the calculation of a grant of $15,000 per applicant, which is the maximum they can get, you have got to have over 1,300 farmers all applying and getting the maximum of $15,000 each to get to $18 million.  There are not, 1,300 farmers in the dairy industry on the North Coast of NSW.  I am just wondering where the $18 million figure came from? 

Would you please provide those, because I am intrigued to know how you set the upper limit at $15,000 and, as a simple matter …

Answer:

The costings for the Fodder/Pasture Grant for flood-affected dairy farmers were calculated on a ‘worst case scenario’, which presumed all dairy farmers in the area eligible for the maximum entitlement of $15,000.  ABARE provided 1997 statistics which indicated that there were approximately 1200 dairy farmers in the relevant Natural Disaster Relief Arrangements (NDRA) declared areas.  These areas comprised those on the north coast of NSW affected by rainfall and flooding in March 2001, as well as those areas in central/northern NSW and southern Qld affected by rainfall and flooding in November 2000.

The costing estimate was as follows:

· 1200 farmers x $15,000 = $18 million.

