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Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
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Question: 19

Output: 3 Outcome: Agricultural Industries (AGIND)
Topic: Farmers exiting dairy industry
Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 184
(note:   this has been transferred from ABARE - Question No. 2)

Senator Forshaw asked:

How many farmers have exited the industry on a state by state basis?  Could that be taken on notice?

Answer:

It is not possible to provide an accurate account of the number of farmers who have exited the dairy industry as some may have left the industry with their Dairy Structural Adjustment Program (DSAP) entitlements, and without claiming a Dairy Exit Program entitlement. However, Centerlink, the delivery agency for the Dairy Exit Program (DEP) Scheme, have advised that as of 31 May 2001 a total of 49 farmers have exited the industry since 1 July 2000 under DEP. On a state basis NSW had 22 dairy farmers exit the industry, whilst Victoria had 21, Queensland 3, South Australia 2 and Western Australia 1.

