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Senator O’Brien asked:

a) Where are all the 12 projects that operate under the Rural Partnership Program up to? They were run for the life of their funding allocation, weren’t they?

b) You might be able to tell me now or you might want to respond on notice whether any of those have made bids for funding extensions from that program to the new program?

c) Will you give me details of when they intend to conclude? 

Answer:

a)
Each of the Rural Partnership Program (RPP) projects operated for an initial period of three years from the date the funding agreement was signed, or until all the available funds were committed within this three year period.  

Of the 12 RPP projects, 8 have passed the final date for the commitment of funds and are in the process of paying out commitments.  These projects and the final dates by which available funds were required to be committed are;

· Eyre Peninsula, (S.A) -  December 2000;

· Atherton Tablelands (Qld) -  February 2001;

· Sunraysia (N.S.W and Vic) - May 2001;

· South West Strategy (Qld) - June 2001;

· North East Valleys (Vic) - June 2001;

· WEST 2000 (N.S.W) - June 2001;

· Loddon-Murray (Vic) - November 2001; and

· South Coast (W.A) - February 2002.

b)
Two RPP projects, the Loddon-Murray project in Victoria and the South West Strategy from Queensland presented submissions for new structural adjustment projects to commence at the close of their funding agreement.  Both Projects were advised that they would need matching State funds as required under the RPP agreement with the States.  Loddon Murray was unable to secure State financial support. The South West Strategy withdrew its submission and we believe this was also because it was unable to gain State support.

c)
The final date for the commitment of funds for the 4 RPP projects that are still operating are;

· Riverland (S.A), with funds to be committed by 31 December 2002;

· Desert Uplands (Qld), with funds able to be committed until 31 August 2003;

· Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (N.S.W), commitment of funds to close in September 2003; and

· The Gascoyne-Murchison Strategy (W.A) had a final date as August 2001 but is currently seeking an extension of time to allow all available funds to be committed.


- 2 -

