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Office of Regulation Review assessment of the Regulation Impact Statement for the RFA Bill

Hansard Page: 
111
Senator Bartlett asked:

Can you outline for me whether the Office of Regulation Review assessed that Regulation Impact Statement in the Explanatory Memorandum to the RFA Bill and found it to be satisfactory?

Answer:

Yes.  The Regulation Impact Statement (RIS) in the Explanatory Memorandum (EM) to the RFA Bill 2002 is identical to that in the EM for the RFA Bill 2001.  The Office provided clearance for the RIS on 20 August 2001 (their reference 2392).

The RIS is a substantial expansion of the RIS provided for the 1998 Bill and was developed in consultation with the Office of Regulation Review in August 2001.    Substantial and wide ranging analysis of individual RFAs had been conducted in comprehensive regional assessments (CRAs) undertaken as part of the RFA process. The Office of Regulation Review (ORR) advised that it was not the role or purpose of the RIS process to duplicate this existing detailed analysis. Rather, the ORR advised that the RIS would add value by providing a high level summary of the national impacts of the combined RFAs. It was on this basis that the RIS for the RFA Bill was endorsed by the ORR.

The RFA Bill 2002 is different to the RFA Bill 2001 only in respect of clause 12 and a new Schedule relating to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  No change to the RIS was required by this change.
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