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Senator O’Brien asked:  

(a)
According to the minister’s press release dated 26 November 1999, an assessment committee was formed that was chaired by Mr John Aveyard, who was at that time chairman of the Eden Foundation. What is the background of Mr Aveyard?
(b) What is the Eden Foundation? What does it do?

(c) Were any payments made to Mr Aveyard for his services?
(d)
When you identify the members of the committee would you also let us know whether any payments were made to members of the committee?

Answer:    

(a)
Mr Aveyard has a Degree in Agricultural Science from Sydney University.  He worked in the NSW Soil Conservation Service for 30 years reaching the level of State Director of Research and Development.  Before retiring in 1996 he was South Coast Regional Manager of the Environment Protection Authority of NSW.

He was, or had previously been at the time of his appointment: Chairman of the Eden Foundation; Chairman of the Eden Development Fund Advisory Committee; Chairman of the Bega Valley Shire Council Eden Area Committee; Member of the Bega Valley Shire Council Eden Tourist Park Management Committee; President of Eden Probus Club, and Treasurer of Eden Rotary Club.

Mr Aveyard has also recently been elected to the Bega Valley Shire Council.

(b)
The Eden Foundation was established in 1996. It is a community based Public Trust initiated by the Eden Chamber of Commerce to be a legal entity that could apply for grants and actively promote the interests of and future development of Eden and its surrounds.  

(c)
No.

(d)

· Mr John Aveyard; Chairman, Eden Foundation;

· Mr Gordon Barclay; Eden chartered accountant and member of Chamber of Commerce;

· Ms Fay Campbell; Mayor, Bombala Shire Council;

· Mr Andrew Kenny; Economic Development Manager, Bega Valley Shire Council;

· Ms Linda McCabe; Eden businesswoman and member of Chamber of Commerce;

· Mr Vince Phillips; Corporate Affairs Manager, Harris-Daishowa (Australia) Pty Ltd;

· Mr Tony Parbery; Tathra solicitor and member of South East Area Consultative Committee;

Observers:

· Mr Gary Nairn MP; Federal Member for Eden-Monaro

· Mr Grant Anderson; Department of Transport and Regional Services

· Mr Tim Thelander; Executive Officer, Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry - Australia
No payments were made to members of the committee.

