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Senator O’Brien asked:  

In relation to the Eden Regional Adjustment Package, yes. You advised at the last hearings that the package was announced soon after the closure of the Heinz cannery in the Eden area. Did the Commonwealth have a role in the establishment of that cannery?

Perhaps you can check that. If this government put money in for the establishment of a cannery, was there an assessment of the viability of that cannery in terms of available resource?

Answer:   On the basis of records held by AFFA and having consulted with H J Heinz Ltd we are not aware of any Commonwealth role in the establishment of the cannery. It is understood that the cannery was first established on the site in the 1940’s.  The fish canning operations were acquired by H J Heinz Ltd in 1997 from Kraft.
