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Senator O’Brien referred to a question asked by Senator Forshaw in the May 2001 estimates that had been referred to the then Minister for Forestry and Conservation, the Hon Wilson Tuckey MP.  Senator O’Brien sought a response.

Senator Foreshaw asked: 

Did the Minister submit a funding proposal for the action agenda to the ERC with cabinet?  Please take that on notice.  If he did not do that then I would like to know why it was not done.”  The Departmental response was to the effect that the matter had been referred to Mr Tuckey.

Answer:

Mr Tuckey apparently did not respond to the original question and the current Minister, Senator Ian Macdonald, has indicated that submissions to ERC are not matters that would normally be answered in this committee.

The position in relation to funding for the Forest and Wood Products Action Agenda is that there is no appropriation item for it.  However, around $405,000 is available to the Department in 2001-02 to administer the Action Agenda and the Forest and Wood Products Council.

The Action Agenda is a Government-industry strategy for sustainable development and removing impediments to growth.  Individual actions in the action are the responsibility of the partners and stakeholders.  Commonwealth-funded initiatives consistent with the Action Agenda include the increase in Commonwealth matching of levy payments (additional $1.5 million per annum), $30million for CRCs for Innovative Wood Processing and for Functional Communication Surfaces and the recent taxation law amendments that will provide a boost to managed plantation projects.
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