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Additional

Senator McLucas asked:

Do the minutes of the second Tobacco Industry Taskforce chaired by Tim Roseby record that “If producers approach the Government collectively seeking support for industry assistance, the Government will positively consider providing such assistance. The obvious options seem either from consolidated revenue, or through short-term excise adjustment. The dairy adjustment funding arrangements might be a relevant comparison? Aren’t these comments attributed to the Commonwealth in the minutes?

Answer: 

Yes.

Note that the record of meeting also records.

The Chair summarised the discussions saying that while there appeared to be options available to the Victorian and possibly South Queensland growers, the North Queensland growers do not believe they have any other option but to seek assistance from government to exit the industry.

and

The Chair indicated that it was now up to growers to take some decisions, and preferably get to government quickly.  It was also noted that, if growers do come forward with a position, in considering such a proposal the government would consult with growers, manufacturers, states and communities in considering a response.  It is hoped that all parties can demonstrate a flexible approach.

