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Senator O’Brien asked:

Can you provide the committee with the legal costs associated with the administration of this scheme generally, on one hand, and the legal costs of dealing with appeals by farmers, farm entities or whatever against the decisions of the DAA in particular? I am looking for two separate figures.

Answer: 

The Dairy Adjustment Authority advised that at 31 January 2002 it has paid a total of $1.96 million in legal costs to external legal representatives for the administration of the Dairy Structural Adjustment Program and Supplementary Dairy Assistance schemes, of which approximately $307,000 has been paid in relation to cases before the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

Mr P Sutton said:

I will give you the precise figure for the department’s legal costs later, but it looks as if it is about $260,000. Most of those legal costs would be in relation to shaping the legislation and regulations.

Answer:

As at 31 January 2002, the Department has incurred a total of $282,642

in legal costs for the Dairy Industry Adjustment Package and Supplementary Dairy Assistance. These legal costs are in relation to the establishment and administration of the Dairy Structural Adjustment Program scheme, Dairy Exit Program scheme and Supplementary Dairy Assistance scheme.

