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Senator O’Brien asked:

(a) When did the group report back to the Minister?

You will get us the precise date will you?

(b) Can we get details of what the consent arrangements are and how they work, and how they have operated to date?

(c) Would that contain a list of the bodies and groups that have been consulted by the Wheat Export Authority?

I am not sure if you have already agreed to supply us with the (guideline) criteria but, if not, can you do that?

Answer:

(a) 

The Wheat Export Authority (WEA) reported back to the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry on the proposed framework for revised consent arrangements for the export of wheat in bags and containers and a framework to conduct a performance monitoring review and report on AWB(I), on 10 July 2001.

(b) 

A copy of WEA guidelines is provided at attachment ‘A’.

A diagram showing the export consent process is at attachment ‘B’.

Under the revised arrangements, two types of applications are considered for the export of wheat in containers and bags - short-term applications that apply for three months consent to export and long-term export applications that apply for a 12-month consent to export.

Under the revised consent arrangement AWB(I) provides market strategies and briefs and report to the WEA on the implementation of previous strategy advice.  This includes AWB(I) ‘indicative tonnage advice’ to some markets which is included in 

WEA considerations in determining the tonnage permitted for shorter term export consents against the guidelines.  The key features of the guidelines are:

· Interpretation and Overview;

· Exporter eligibility criteria;

· Niche market criteria;

· Non-niche market assessment criteria;

· Allocation criteria; and

· Additional matters.

Since the introduction of the revised consent arrangements on 1 October 2001, the WEA has received 337 applications and has approved 231 applications seeking consent to export wheat.

Since the inception of the revised arrangements the WEA consented to the export of approximately 431,600 tonnes of wheat.  The wheat exported in bags and containers during the 1 January to 28 February 2002 period was approximately 42,000 tonnes, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics statistics.  This figure also includes AWB(I) exports in containers and bags.

The revised consent arrangements have the support of the GCA and AWB(I).

(c)

As part of the consultative process of revising the consent arrangements and developing the framework for Performance Monitoring Review and Reporting (PMRR) including the 2004 report to the Minister, the WEA held discussions and invited contributions from a range of representative bodies from the wheat industry including:-


· he National Agricultural Commodities Marketing Association Inc (NACMA);

· the Australian Grain Exporters Association (AGEA);

· Durum Wheat Growers Association Inc (DWGA);

· Durum Growers Association of NSW;

· Flour Millers Council of Australia (FMCA); and

· the Organic Federation of Australia (OFA).

