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4
Output    Outcome: Agricultural Industries

Topic:

Douglas Shire Ethanol Plant

Hansard Page:
33

Senator O’Brien asked:

(a)
How many jobs, direct and indirect, will be created by this suite of investments?

(b)
In terms of the downstream job generation from the investment, including investment of taxpayers’ funds, who will own the 3,000 hectares on which the trees are to be planted and who will actually own the trees?

Answer: 

(a) The original project proposal to GGAP estimated that 144 jobs would be created as a result of the project.  

A later estimate provided by the project proponents on 11 March 2002 in response to the Committee’s question is shown in the table below.


2000
2002
2004
2006
2008
2010
2012

Estimated direct employment effects 
(sugar /ethanol)
20
64
136
116
240
240
246

Estimated indirect employment effects 
(sugar /ethanol)
20
64
136
116
240
240
246

Total
40
128
272
232
480
480
492

Employment creation from the farm forestry component of the project cannot be estimated until the investment and management model is finalised.

(b)
Ownership of farm forestry assets is to be established by the Forestry Project Co-ordinator after the selection of a investor for the project.  Expressions of Interest are being called this month (March 2002) for a total project implementation / investment package.  Initial concept is that the land ownership will be retained by the existing landholder and the plantation trees will be owned by the Forestry Company.  Alternative models may considered after project proposals are received.

