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Senator O’Brien asked:

(a) What is CSIRO’s interest in it? Is this part of a research project that they are running?

(b) What ethanol output is expected?
(c) I assume that there is a plant plan which has a capacity?
(d)
In terms of the funding commitment, is that all to be expended in this financial year—the $2.35 million for AFFA?

Answer: 

(a) See Question 3(e).

(b) The project is expected to produce 40 million litres (ML) of fuel ethanol per annum during the period 2008-2012. Production will increase in stages until the 40 ML capacity is achieved.  Also see answer to Question 6(b).

(c)
Yes. I don’t have that figure with me. We will provide it.

See answers to Questions 2(b) and 6(b).

(d)
Early advice was that the bulk of the funds would be required in 2001-02 but delays in finalising project requirements and in securing funding arrangements has led to delays in meeting legislative requirements associated with the project, including environmental approvals.  This has meant that milestones associated with AFFA commitments will not be completed before 30 June 2002 and beyond meaning that the AFFA funding component will not be required before 2002-03.

