
QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE 

ESTIMATES HEARING: 17 OCTOBER 2011 

IMMIGRATION AND CITIZENSHIP PORTFOLIO 

(BE11/0388) Program 2.1: Irregular Maritime Arrivals 

Senator Cash asked: 

Number of detainees in detention: As at 17 October 2011, how many detainees are in 
each of the various immigration detention centres, transit accommodation and 
community housing on the mainland? What is the nominal, operating and surge 
capacity of each of those centres. a. Age groups?; b. Gender; c. Country of origin? 
 
Answer: 
 
 
Please see tables below with all data as at cob 16 October 2011. 
 
 
Number of IMAs by location on the mainland. 
 
Detention Location Total 
Berrimah House 9 
Brisbane ITA 53 
Curtin IDC 1104 
Darwin Airport Lodge (DAL) 
Stages 1 and 2 APOD 210 
DAL Stage 3 75 
Inverbrackie APOD 298 
Leonora APOD 73 
Maribyrnong IDC 43 
Melbourne ITA 74 
Northern IDC 372 
Perth APOD - Jandakot 
Chalet 3 
Perth IDC 15 
Perth IRH 6 
Pontville IDC 77 
Port Augusta IRH 38 
Scherger IDC 321 
Villawood IDC  115 

Sydney IRH 11 

Community Detention 1145 

Grand Total 4042 



Capacity of immigration detention facilities on the mainland. 
 
Actual capacity at each facility varies depending on client composition and operational 
considerations.  Operational and contingency capacities listed below are a general 
guide only. 
 

Detention Location 

Operational 
Capacity 

Contingency Capacity 
(includes Operational 

Capacity 
Berrimah House 12 16 

Brisbane ITA 29 58 

Curtin IDC 1200 1500 
Darwin Airport Lodge (DAL) 
Stages 1 and 2 APOD 

435 435 

DAL Stage 3 - 250 
Inverbrackie APOD 380 400 
Leonora APOD 210 210 
Maribyrnong IDC 56 99 
Melbourne ITA 130 144 
Northern IDC 446 5041 
Perth APOD - Jandakot Chalet 28 37 
Perth IDC 27 42 
Perth IRH 11 16 
Pontville IDC 140 140 
Port Augusta IRH 58 64 
Scherger IDC 300 596 
Villawood IDC  394 495 

Sydney IRH 24 48 

 
As at 17 October 2011.

                                                 
1 The approved contingency capacity is 554, however 50 beds are unavailable due to the disturbance in 
August 2011. 



Nationality by Detention Location for clients on the Mainland 
 

Detention Location Afghanistan Burmese Indonesia Iran Iraq Pakistan
Sri 
Lanka Stateless Vietnam Other 

Grand 
Total 

Berrimah House     9               9 
Brisbane ITA 3     31 14   1     4 53 
Curtin IDC 711 12   172 33 30 96 25   25 1104 
Darwin Airport Lodge (DAL) 
Stages 1 and 2 APOD 37     124 9 2   14 22 2 210 
DAL Stage 3 10     25 3   20 13   4 75 
Inverbrackie APOD 14     179 22 3 38 20   22 298 
Leonora APOD 65     5   3         73 
Maribyrnong IDC 12   2 17 2 1 3 4 1 1 43 
Melbourne ITA 7 1 3 22 22   10 1   8 74 
Northern IDC 60 3 35 171 43 1 14 27 11 7 372 
Perth APOD - Jandakot 
Chalet         1   2       3 
Perth IDC 4     9   1 1       15 
Perth IRH 1     2 3           6 
Pontville IDC 77                   77 
Port Augusta IRH                 38   38 
Scherger IDC 110 12         196 2   1 321 
Villawood IDC 19 2   12 18 2 40 19   3 115 

Sydney IRH       2     6 3     11 

Community Detention 128 1   404 166 2 210 188 33 13 1145 

Grand Total 1258 31 49 1175 336 45 637 316 105 90 4042 

 



Age and gender by Detention Location for clients on the Mainland 
 
  0 to 17 years 18 to 25 years 26 to 35 years 36 to 50 years 51+ years   

Detention Location Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Total 
Berrimah House 9                   9 
Brisbane ITA     6   34   11   2   53 
Curtin IDC     250   508   300   46   1104 
Darwin Airport Lodge (DAL) 
Stages 1 and 2 APOD 67 17 19 13 36 31 10 13 2 2 210 
DAL Stage 3     18   36   17   4   75 
Inverbrackie APOD 56 50 8 24 49 50 31 26 2 2 298 
Leonora APOD 72   1               73 
Maribyrnong IDC     12   18   11 1 1   43 
Melbourne ITA 2   13   43   13   3   74 
Northern IDC     107   181   70   14   372 
Perth APOD - Jandakot 
Chalet         1   2       3 
Perth IDC     3   6   6       15 
Perth IRH 1     1 2   1   1   6 
Pontville IDC     17   31   24   5   77 
Port Augusta IRH 18 17 1 1 1           38 
Scherger IDC     61   148   97   15   321 
Villawood IDC     21   57   28   9    115 

Sydney IRH 4 1     2 2 1 1     11 

CD 290 159 103 60 156 162 111 67 20 17 1145 

Grand Total 519 244 640 99 1309 245 733 108 124 21 4042 

 
 


