Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee

Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs Portfolio

Questions on notice from Supplementary Budget Estimates Hearing—20 November 2002 

	No.
	Hansard Page
	Senator
	Output
	Question
	Responsible Agency/ Branch

	1. 
	3
	Sherry
	1.3
	Regarding the transfer of five detainees from Maribyrnong to other centres:
What is the nationality of the two detainees awaiting removal and to which country are they awaiting removal?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	2. 
	3
	Sherry
	1.3
	What are the circumstances with the three applications which are before the courts?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	3. 
	4-5
	Allison
	1.3
	At what time of day were they actually removed from the centre for transfer, and did they take all their possessions with them?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	4. 
	5
	Sherry
	1.3
	Were the detainees handcuffed or restrained in any way?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	5. 
	6
	Allison
	1.3
	When detainees are taken to hospital, do they know which hospital they are going to? 
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	6. 
	6
	Allison
	1.3
	After their period in hospital, do they know if they will be returned to Maribyrnong or somewhere else?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	7. 
	7
	Allison
	1.3
	Is there a new policy at Maribyrnong that there be one detainee per visitor?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	8. 
	8
	Allison
	1.3
	Is Maribyrnong full? 
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	9. 
	8
	Allison
	1.3
	How many detainees at Maribyrnong are there because they have served prison sentences in Australia and are awaiting repatriation? 

And what length of time do we now have for those detainees?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	10. 
	9
	Kirk
	1.3
	Is there any provision for individual detainees to control the temperature of the rooms they are in?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	11. 
	Written
	Harradine
	1.3
	a) How does the Department respond to recent claims of ‘uninitiated beatings, harassment and a lack of medical attention for detainees’ in the Baxter Detention Centre? Has an investigation been ordered into these claims?

b) Are there any independent bodies overseeing detention facilities such as Baxter?

c) Has the Commonwealth Ombudsman visited the Baxter Centre to investigate the claims? Please provide findings of the Ombudsman when available.

d) Has the Department received complaints that Christian ministers have not been allowed to take Bibles and communion wine into Baxter Detention Centre? Has the Department examined these complaints?

e) If the claims are correct what reasons can be provided for denying the provision of religious services and pastoral care to Christians in detention?

f) What steps is the Department taking to facilitate and protect religious freedom for detainees?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services

	12. 
	10
	Ludwig
	3.1
	a) Can you list the consultants by project type, the amount that has been spent on them, the project work that they have been doing and whether the projects have been completed and, if they have been completed, what reports they have produced? 

b) And, if those reports are available, can you provide them?

c) If they have not produced a report, can you explain the deadline or time line for producing the report or the output required to be produced by them? 

d) Can you provide a synopsis of that so that we know when that will be available? 

e) When that does become available, can you provide it? 

f) Could you also include their salaries as a percentage of the overall project?
	OATSIA

	13. 
	11
	Ludwig
	3.1
	a) Provide the number of staff that are employed within the Department and portfolio agencies that are specifically working on Indigenous issues.

b) Provide a breakdown by location or region.
	Personnel Branch

	14. 
	12
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Has the Minister formed a view on whether the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act should be the jurisdiction of the Northern Territory government?
	Land, Legal and Economic Development Branch

	15. 
	13
	Ludwig
	3.1
	a) Are you aware of the Northern Territory or the land council’s view on whether or not they would want the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act to be handed back?

b) Can you check whether the Chief Minister said, in a press release, that she had no interest in repatriating the act?
	Land, Legal and Economic Development Branch

	16. 
	13
	Ludwig
	3.1
	a) Has the Minister or your department received any representations about whether the tent embassy should remain or about its future? 

b) If so, what was the nature of those representations?
	Land, Legal and Economic Development Branch

	17. 
	15
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Provide the number, geographical location and organisation types of the current Link Up counsellors.
	Social Programs and Reconciliation Branch

	18. 
	17
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Regarding the commissioning by the ministerial council of an independent evaluation of all government and non-government responses to the Bringing them home report:

a) How much has been allocated in the budget for that, wether it was a tender process to determine who would then undertake the project, how was that selection process done, and whether the funding comes out of the Office of Indigenous Affairs or elsewhere? 

b) Could you also provide the number of employees and the salaries that have been part of it, where the funding came from, if there is a survey, where the questions have come from, whether the Minister tick off on the survey, where the survey has been sent, how you determined who would and who would not receive the survey or whether that was left in the hands of consultants and, if so, whether that is in their interim report back to you about the process? 

c) Has it been audited yet? 

d) When is it likely to be completed and when will the results be made available? 

e) When the results are made available, could you provide them to the Committee?
	Social Programs and Reconciliation Branch

	19. 
	17
	Crossin
	3.1
	a) Can you advise whether the selection of the organisation chosen to run the survey was by publicly advertised tender or selective tender by invitation?

b) Provide a list of the people who sat on the committee that awarded or considered that tender.
	Social Programs and Reconciliation Branch

	20. 
	23-24
	Ludwig
	3.1
	 In relation to the whole of government trial of 10 CPA communities:

a) Is the funding coming from the $30.5 million for capacity building or is it coming from a different buck in relation to it?

b) Have the 10 communities been identified? What selection process identified them? Was there a lead agency or person who then identified the 10 communities?

c) Did the selection panel talk to ATSIC to establish that these communities were ones for whom ATSIC would agree it would be necessary or helpful to have whole of government approach as a trialing process?

d) How is the whole of government funding going to be initiated from other departments? Mr Abbot might be a good example – is he also utilising funds from within the department to assist in the whole of government approach? If so, how much is going into the pilot program?
	Indigenous Community Coordination Taskforce

	21. 
	20
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Regarding the ‘ATSIC 2002-2003 budget allocation: regional councils and national program’:

a) Can you provide a breakdown of funding for the two Victorian regions, in similar form to the information provided for other states?

b) Can you include a note perhaps at the end which explains if there are any inconsistencies or differences?

c) Looking at the uneven spread of the native title funds, it seems that there are no funds expended in New South Wales or South Australia – there are zero entries in places. Can you explain what that means?

d) Why is there no budget allocation for family violence prevention in Victoria?
	ATSIC

	22. 
	21
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	a) Provide a copy of the Community Housing Infrastructure Program (CHIP) policy guidelines.

b) Provide a breakdown of how those funds are allocated – to which areas and what the money was expended on.
	ATSIC

	23. 
	21
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	a) Provide a breakdown of the funds expended to date in relation to the welfare reform and participation program.

b) Can you also show the geographic area and the area of welfare reform? 

c) Also, provide a copy of the guidelines for that component.
	ATSIC

	24. 
	22
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Provide a copy of the policy framework under which ATSIC is operating and rolling out the Community Participation Agreements (CPAs).
	ATSIC

	25. 
	25
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	a) Do people who receive CDEP funding qualify for superannuation?

b) In which areas or regions are they employed, what type of work do they do and how long have they been employed in these areas?
	ATSIC

	26. 
	26
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Have you undertaken any examination of the Australian heritage bill, which is in the parliament, as to how it might affect the tent embassy?
	ATSIC

	27. 
	27
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Provide a copy of the letter that the Minister wrote to the Mirimbiak Nations Aboriginal Corporation regarding its status as NTRB.

Provide a copy of the independent reviews of the Mirimbiak Nations Aboriginal Corporation.
	ATSIC

	28. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the Aboriginal Tent Embassy and Heritage Listing:

What is the process for removal under the new regime?
	ATSIC

	29. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Commonwealth funding for Native Title Representative Bodies (NTRBs) has remained constant since 1997-98, excepting the additional money for capacity building. Is this true?
	ATSIC

	30. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	a) Is it true that ATSIC has topped up NTRBs from their global budget? 

b) If so, how much per year and per NTRB? 

c) Why has this been necessary?
	ATSIC

	31. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Will you be asking for an increase in these funds for NTRBs in the next federal budget round?
	ATSIC

	32. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	How much of an increase in funding do you require overall and per NTRB?
	ATSIC

	33. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	The AG in a press statement of 27/9/02 stated that ‘the government also recognises the importance of prescribed bodies corporate (PBCs) in the native title system.’ Does the government fund any PBCs and if so which ones, where are they and for how much? 

If not, why not?
	ATSIC

	34. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Do you consider PBCs , as a body under the federal Native Title Act, to be the responsibility of the Federal Government?
	ATSIC

	35. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In the same statement the AG stated that there is ‘nothing that would prevent the Western Australian Government from providing funding for prescribed bodies corporate’. Do you think it is the role of State Governments to fund PBCs, under the Federal Native Title Act?

If so, how do you plan on coordinating, administrating or controlling this?
	ATSIC

	36. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	The AG stated on 4/9/02 that it was ‘clear that all elements of the system must continue to be adequately resourced. This is central to the ability of stakeholders to participate in negotiation and agreement’. Do you consider all elements to be adequately resourced?
	ATSIC

	37. 
	28-29
	Ludwig
	ILC
	In regard to the grant of funds to the medical research trial of vaccination of Indigenous children against rheumatic fever:

a) Which section of the act allows you to make a grant to a medical research body?

b) Have the federal or state governments put any money into the scheme?

c) In your press release you say this will encourage ‘mainstream agencies to come on board and provide funds for such important research’. Could you also tell me if that has occurred?
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	38. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ILC
	As the National Indigenous Land Strategy (NILS) derives from national consultations, were these changes down for further national consultations?
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	39. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ILC
	How does this change the NILS and land acquisition?
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	40. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ILC
	How is the new Economic Acquisition Program (ECAP) different from the programs run by Indigenous Business Australia? 

Why is there a need for 2 separate organisations running a similar program?
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	41. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ILC
	What is the process for people or groups of people acquiring land for this purpose? For example, is there a requirement for a business plan etc? How is that funded?
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	42. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ILC
	The Social Acquisition Program (SAP) states that it aims to ‘assist Indigenous people to acquire land for a range of social and welfare purposes’. 

a) What does this mean? 

b) What types of programs does this relate to? 

c) What is the aim and purpose specifically?
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	43. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ILC
	What is the process for people or groups of people acquiring land for this purpose?
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	44. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ILC
	I note that you have removed key principle 10, which was to have a ‘strategy based rather than application based system’. 

a) Why has this been changed? 

b) Does this mean that you are now moving to an application based system? In what areas, for what purpose?
	Indigenous Land Corporation
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