Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee

Questions on notice from Supplementary Budget Estimates Hearing

20 November 2002 

Attorney-General’s Portfolio

	No.
	Senator
	Output
	Question
	Hansard Page No.

	1
	Ludwig
	OFPC
	In relation to the application by the Privacy Commissioner to the Attorney-General for additional funding- to meet the requirement for increased staffing needs in the complaints handling area- can you tell me how much that is?
	33

	2
	Ludwig
	OFPC
	Who have pamphlets been sent to, and how many?
	34

	3
	Ludwig
	OFPC
	In respect to the appointment to the Privacy Advisory Committee on the 18 September 2002 of Dr O’Brien – a press release by the A-G states that ‘[He] has been appointed to, the Privacy Advisory Committee for his significant experience on the trade union movement’.

a.   Was a consultation had with the ACTU about this appointment?

b.   If not, why not?
	written

	4
	Ludwig
	HREOC
	In relation to papers presented at the 22 October 2002 symposium on race hate on the Internet, could we see a copy of those papers?
	38

	5
	Ludwig
	HREOC
	In regard to the inquiry and final report on the paid maternity leave issue, can make available the consultants reports on the economic modelling used in the report? And a copy of the full report.
	38

	6
	Ludwig 
	OFLC
	Can you tell me how many (FOI ) requests you get on the online classification decisions?
	 40

	7
	Ludwig 
	OFLC
	Is that (the draft agreement between OFLC and the ABA) available to the Committee?
	40

	8
	Ludwig
	OFLC
	When will those decisions be available online? 
	40-41

	9
	Harradine
	OFLC 
	Please supply a copy of the combined guidelines for the classification of films and computer games agreed on by Commonwealth, State and territory Censorship Ministers at their meeting in Fremantle, WA on 8 November 2002. (A precedent for supplying draft guidelines under consideration by Commonwealth, State and Territory Censorship matters was established by the Senate agreeing to a motion in May 1996 seeking the tabling of the equivalent 1996 draft. The guidelines were tabled in the Senate on 20 May 1996.
	written

	10
	Harradine
	OFLC
	What is the process that is used to award such contacts for conducting research for the OFLC. Is there an ‘open’ call for research contracts, or are contracts awarded through selective tendering?
	written

	11
	Harradine
	OFLC
	There seems to be a lack of ‘evidenced based’ policy making (ie. based on reviews of the best available research) in the fields of media regulation. This would seem to be to the detriment of the development of the most effective criteria to be employed in fields such as classification. Does the OFLC see any imperitives to conduct properly constituted research reviews on a regular basis, so that it is properly informed on issues as what constitutes ‘harm’ to the community?
	written

	12
	Ludwig
	RCs
	a. Can you provide a breakdown of the aggregated expenditure for each Royal Commissions by salary, including accrued leave entitlements, superannuation, travel and living away from home allowances, air fares, Comcars, taxis or vehicle private hire expenses, as the case may be, accommodation expenses, and any personal expenses that may have been provided if they amount to a significant amount?

In respect of the legal service, I wanted you to do the same for the AGS, Fisher Jeffries and counsel-whether or not their costs are lump sums, or whether they also show a breakdown of their fees as distinct from their travel or living away from home allowances, airfares, Comcars and taxis and the like?
	42

	13
	Carr
	RCs
	Could you update answers 16 and 18 from the last sittings?
	42

	14
	Carr
	BCI
	What was the weekly rental for the accommodation for legal counsel in Melbourne?
	43

	15
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Could you give me the dates that all these papers were due under their contractual arrangements, the dates that they were released and, if there is any significant gap between those two dates, an explanation why.  It has been put to me that some of these reports may well have been held in the commission for a while.  Is that true?
	46

	16
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Can you assure this committee that no-one in the royal commission media unit advised the press (of the extension of the commission’s reporting time)?
	46

	17
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Did Mr Willis ever write to the media organisation to complain about what journalists were writing in regard to the royal commission?
	47

	18
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Was the alleged bias of Mr Ashley Crossland ever the subject of communication between the commission and the editor of the Financial Review?
	47

	19
	Carr
	BCI RC
	a.  Can you confirm that your media adviser approached two journalists—Mr David Potter of the Courier-Mail and another journalist from Channel 9—concerning the evidence to be presented to the Brisbane hearings and said ‘Coming up, there will be some pretty damning evidence of Tim Nesbit on the picket line’? 

b.  I also seek clarification of whether it was put to these journalists that a video would be provided in evidence before the commission at these hearings—when in fact, at the time this advice was given, no video has been tendered to the commission.
	47-48

	20
	Carr
	BCI RC
	How many people tendered (for the printing of the report)?
	50

	21
	Carr
	BCI RC
	How have you calculated the pricing of the publication and the printing?  What other factors were involved?
	50

	22
	Ludwig
	BCI RC
	Does the cost of publication and printing include artwork?
	50

	23
	Marshall
	BCI RC
	The building and construction industry royal commission in the last hearings provided details of all the contracts that it has let over its period of operation. Can you provide an update of that information?
	53

	24
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Please confirm that information derived from telephone intercepts is handled in accordance with the handling criteria contained in the Minister's Press Release of 9 July 2002. 
	53

	25
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Please advise whether any of the information derived from telephone intercepts relates to non-criminal industrial matters
	54

	26
	Carr
	ISLD
	Please advise what audit arrangements exist for the use of telephone intercepts
	54

	27
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Please advise if the construction company "South Eastern Construction"; 

a. have communicated with the Royal Commission regarding a

      mistakenly served adverse evidence notice and 

b. if as a consequence of this, the company had to pay legal costs of $500.

and further, that the recompense that the commission offered to the  proprietor of this particular company was an apology—no recompense or compensation for the legal costs incurred? 
	54

	28
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Please advise if the Royal Commission will examine whether an Act of Grace payment could be made under the Financial Management and Accountability Act in recompense for the mistaken service of the adverse evidence notice to the construction company South Eastern Construction
	54

	29
	Ludwig
	BCI RC
	With regard to Section 6P of the Royal Commissions Act, what determinations have been made by the Royal Commission and, flowing from those, how many referrals have been made and to whom.
	58

	30
	Carr
	ISLD
	Please advise whether there are any arrangements in place to audit the use of the material derived from telephone intercepts.
	58

	31
	Carr
	ISLD
	With regard to the use of information derived from telephone intercepts, please advise what redress people have if they feel that their civil liberty rights have been abused. 
	58

	32
	Ludwig
	ISLD
	With regard to information derived from telephone intercepts that is passed to an external agency, please advise what arrangements are in place that ensure such information is used by these agencies within the terms of the original warrant.
	59

	33
	Carr
	BCI RC
	Please advise who the Royal Commission spokesperson was in connection with the Melbourne Age report on telephone intercepts which was published on 10 July.
	59

	34
	Carr
	BCI RC
	With regard to the distribution of legal fees to Messrs Agius and Robberds, please advise the number of days each appeared in court.
	59

	35
	Ludwig
	Federal

Court
	Please advise the outcome of the meeting planned for 2 December to decide the matter of introducing Casetrack into the court.
	67

	36
	Ludwig
	Federal 

Court
	Please advise whether the court will continue the practice of making judges available to hear appeals from the ACT Supreme Court in the new Court of Appeal and will the Federal Court still be making judges available to hear appeals from the ACT Supreme Court in the new Court of Appeal.

Perhaps we can then find out, if that is still going to be undertaken, who will do that and so be able to make clear what the position is?
	67

	37
	Kirk
	FMS
	Can you provide figures about the pro bono scheme established by the Federal Magistrates Court?
	70

	38
	Ludwig
	FMS
	How much do individuals pay for a transcript from the commercial transcript provider?
	71

	39
	Kirk
	FC
	Provide a schedule of visits, including locations, by counsellors and mediators.
	72

	40
	Ludwig
	AUSTRAC
	With regard to the Proof of Identity Steering Committee:

a. how often does it meet?

b. is it considering any alternative models?

c. has it developed any public discussion papers to identify how it is going to go about its work in identifying fraud?

d. has it any estimates to date of the extent of identity fraud in Australia? 


	76

	41
	Ludwig
	AUSTRAC
	Once completed, provide a copy of the analysis from the survey, being undertaken by the Proof of Identity Steering Committee, of private and public sector organisations into the types of frauds that they are seeing and the types of problems that they have with the current documentation. 


	76

	42
	Ludwig
	AUSTRAC
	Can you make the scoping paper on identity fraud prepared by the Attorney-General available to the committee?
	76

	43
	Ludwig
	AUSTRAC
	What are the outcomes from your work with the Australian Taxation Office on the integrity of documents used for identification purposes?


	77

	44
	Ludwig
	AUSTRAC
	Provide for each royal commission, including the Western Australian one, information relating to the number of times the system was accessed and the number of transaction reports or networks that have been accessed.


	78

	45
	Ludwig
	AUSTRAC
	Have you received requests from neighbours in the Asia-Pacific area for assistance in fighting not only terrorism but also money laundering, and

have you offered your services?


	80

	46
	Ludwig
	AUSTRAC
	In respect of the financial action task force and the Asia-Pacific Group:

a.   what number of meetings have taken place?

a. where have they taken place?

b. what is your involvement to the extent of how coordinated the action is within the South-East Asia region?


	82

	47
	Ludwig
	NCA
	Advise if a copy of the audited reports on the NCA’s finances at the end of this financial year (as at 30 June 2002) is available, and if so, provide a copy.


	86

	48
	Ludwig
	NCA
	Could you please provide:

a. details of the positions held,

b. the degree of seniority that you currently have compared to last year,

c. the specialist levels or levels that people are placed in to reflect their degree of skill or knowledge within the industry,

d. the years of service.


	86

	49
	Ludwig
	NCA
	a.  Can you provide a breakdown of those figures for this year and last years in tabulated form? 

b.  How many positions are currently vacant within the NCA and what arrangements have been put in place to ensure the smooth transition from the NCA to the ACC in relation to both staffing and how that transition will go?
	86

	50
	Ludwig
	AFP
	Did the AFP respond to the Ombudsman’s report on accountability arrangements applying to listening devices?
	87

	51
	Ludwig
	AFP
	What is the type and number of controlled operations?


	88

	52
	Ludwig
	AFP
	In respect of the independent survey of client satisfaction:

a. what is the cost?

b. provide a copy of the results on finalisation of the survey.


	89

	53
	Ludwig
	AFP
	How much has been provided for the AFPNet initiative to date?
	89



	54
	Faulkner
	AFP
	I wonder whether you can inform the committee whether tracking devices or listening devices were used as part of the disruption program in relation to the anti-people-smuggling activities in Indonesia. I mean this in the context of whether these devices might have been placed in suspected illegal entry vessels.
	90

	55
	Collins
	AFP
	Provide an update on the investigation into Abu Qussey, especially  in respect of SIEVX.
	93

	56
	Collins
	AFP
	a.  Can you provide details of the AFP investigations regarding the interviewing of SIEV-X survivors in Australia? 

b.  How many survivors did you interview? 

c.  I am also interested in what work the AFP officers in Indonesia may have done to ascertain details of the number of victims in the SIEV-X tragedy and details of who they were. 

d.  I would like to know what knowledge the AFP has as to the individuals that may have been victims of this tragedy, and what role the AFP played in collecting that information.

e.  I would like to know what knowledge you have of any lists of those that were involved, and the status of those lists.
	93

	57
	Collins
	AFP
	When we previously discussed evidence related to the SIEV-X and other SIEVs, one of the difficulties that you took advice on and that constrained your ability to provide information to the Senate was various investigations and cases that may be afoot. Have any of those investigations or cases since been resolved?
	96

	58
	Collins
	AFP
	Please detail the nature of the investigations to ascertain where precisely the SIEVX did sink.  What other factors were relevant to a lack of ability to prove jurisdiction.
	96

	59
	Collins
	AFP
	Can you apprise the committee of your understanding of where the case is at, in relation to the inquest regarding two deaths on SIEV7?
	96

	60
	Collins
	AFP
	What investigations and/or legal cases relate to the milieu of issues around the various SIEVs during the period of our investigations in the certain maritime incident inquiry?
	96

	61
	Ludwig
	AFP
	On page 112 of the annual report it has budgeted revenue, actual revenue, actual expenses and variance, and this time it has $20.235 million. 

What is a variance? The footnote says that it is represented by increases in revenues for the sale of goods and services, including criminal history checks. It only talks about $1.4 million and $1.5 million, whereas that is $20 million. How is that made up? Can you spell out the details of that and provide an overview?
	99

	62
	Faulkner
	AFP
	What forms of assistance ,technical and otherwise does Australia provide to the Indonesian national police.
	written

	63
	Ludwig
	DPP/
AGD
	What is the position in regard to legislative changes in connection with section 16G and section 135.2 of the code?
	100

	64
	Ludwig
	DPP
	Provide full details of the product of Operation Tubu
	101

	65
	Ludwig
	DPP
	Did the DPP conduct any prosecutions for breaches of immigration law in the building industry in the last financial year?

If there were any prosecutions for beaches, can you advise the committee how many there were, and the number that resulted in a successful prosecution which led to a conviction?
	101

	66
	Kirk
	OPC
	Provide to the committee the drafting directions on gender specific and gender neutral language in bills, commencement provisions and provisions about public employment, and also details of when these came into effect.
	106

	67
	Ludwig
	OPC
	Has a bill for union secret ballots been drafted ?

a. if so when was the instruction provided?

b. if the bill has been drafted has it been finalised and returned to the Department?

c. if so when was that?
	written

	68
	Ludwig
	OPC
	Of the phantom bills that were requested to be drafted could we have a list?

a. how many instructions come forward from the relevant department?

b. What happens to the phantom bills do they sit on a list awaiting instructions?

c. If so how long do they sit?

d. When are they purged from the list

e. Does the department tell the  office that the bills are no longer required and if , how many and which ones and when?
	written

	69
	Ludwig
	AGS
	Detail what work the AGS has provided to the Department of Employment and Workplace Relations as part of the building industry task force and the cost of that and the nature of the work.
	107

	70
	Ludwig
	AGS
	Detail the costs incurred to date by the AGS for work done for the Commonwealth in respect of the Ansett administration, including things like the establishment of the special employees entitlement scheme for Ansett group employees.
	108

	71
	Kirk
	AGS
	Did the AGS represent two witnesses in the Federal Court case of Hamberger v. Williamson and CFMEU (the Abigroup case), namely Messrs Lyten and Carson, in a costs application brought by the CFMEU.
	108

	72
	Ludwig
	AGS
	Are you familiar with the Federal Court case Hamberger V Williamson and CFMEU in which the AGS represented the Employment Advocate?

a. did the AGS also represent two witnesses in that case, Messrs Lyten and Carson, in a cost application bought by the CFMEU?

b. On how many other occasions has the AGS represented a private individual in litigation?

c. Did the AGS consider whether it was appropriate to represent both the Employment Advocate and the two witnesses in the cost application, given that they might have separate interests in the application?

d. What were the legal costs of the AGS representing those witnesses before the court?

e. Who paid those costs? Was it the witness or the Employment Advocate?

f. If it was the Employment Advocate why did the Employment Advocate pay them?
	written

	73
	Ludwig
	ITSA
	Provide information on the risk profile in connection with bankruptcy regulation. 
	110

	74
	Ludwig
	ITSA
	In regard to the release of the discussion paper for the part X review: 

a.  Did the discussion paper invite submissions? 

b.  Can you supply details of where you have been and what organisations you have spoken to in relation to the part X review?
	110

	75
	Ludwig
	Output 1.2
	The Department identified two breaches of the model litigants guidelines by the Commonwealth agencies and remedial action has been taken

a. what agencies are they?

b. What breaches were identified in each case

c. What litigation took place in respect of it?
	112

	76
	Ludwig
	Output 1.3
	In respect of the seven community based counselling services funded under the Family Relationship Services Program, how much has been spent to date on each service?
	112

	77
	Ludwig


	Output 1.3
	In relation to page impressions for the Internet sites, can you separate the SCALEplus of people looking for legislation so that they do not take that as apage impression for your site?
	114

	78
	Ludwig
	Output1.3
	In relation to the building and construction Royal Commission and the HIH Royal Commission are statistics available on a case by case, per person, per application, or is there payment to solicitors or counsel appearing? 
	114

	79
	Ludwig 
	Output 1.3
	In relation to the workplace Relations Act, in the last financial year how much was spent on legal assistance under the Act?
	114

	80
	Ludwig
	Output 1.3
	In relation to the Royal Commissions, could you advise as to financial assistance that has been refused, perhaps you could add a column to indicate if there have been any refusals and what grounds were given for the refusal for financial assistance.


	114

	81
	Ludwig
	Output 1.3
	Regarding the status of the reviews of the Western Australian and the New South Wales community legal services:

a.  how were the selections for appointment to the WA steering committee made?

b.  can you check if the New South Wales steering committee has been established, or if there are any names for that steering committee?
	115

	82
	Payne
	Output2.1
	How long has the government’s position in relation to the question of whether or not Australia would nominate a judge been known in the form in which you advised the committee this evening?

a.   is it a public position or has it been made public before tonight?

b.   how and if at all it was communicated publicly?
	116

	83
	Payne
	Output 2.1
	In relation to the appointments to the ICC will any women be appointed to the court in either capacities and has Australia a particular position on the matter?
	118

	84
	Ludwig
	Output 2.1
	In relation to the proposed gun controls, is there a figure on how many illegal hand guns circulate in Australia?
	118

	85
	Ridgeway
	Output 1.1
	What programs and other measures does the Department have in place to reduce the rate at which Indigenous people appear in court and the rate at which they are taken into custody?


	written

	86
	Ridgeway
	Output 1.1
	What level of funding and resources does the Department provide to the National Aboriginal Justice Advisory Committee (NAJAC)?


	written

	87
	Ridgeway
	Output 1.1
	What is the purpose and functions of the NAJAC?


	written

	88
	Ridgeway
	Output 1.1
	What funding and resources has the Department made available to the review of the National Indigenous Justice Strategy (NIJS) that it is undertaking?


	written

	89
	Ridgeway
	Output 1.1
	What role will the NAJAC have in the Governments review of the NIJS?


	written

	90
	Harradine
	Output 1.3
	Please provide a list of the countries with which Australia currently has intercountry adoption agreement?


	written

	91
	Harradine
	Output 1.3
	Is the Department trying to facilitate intercountry adoption with any other countries?


	written

	92
	Harradine
	Output 1.3
	Please provide a list of countries with which Australia has had an intercountry adoption agreement but does not currently?
	written

	93
	Harradine
	Output 1.3
	What are the reasons Australia no longer has agreements with these countries?
	written

	94
	Harradine
	Output 1.3
	How many children were adopted from overseas in the last ten years? Please provide a breakdown by country and year.


	written

	95
	Harradine
	Output 1.3
	Please provide a breakdown of costs country by country for adoption of a child. Please itemise these costs?


	written



	96
	Harradine
	Output 1.3
	Is the Department taking any steps to reduce what are prohibitive costs for many Australian couples wanting to adopt a child front overseas?


	written

	97
	Ludwig
	Output 1.3
	On 17 November, the Canberra Times reported, and I quote:

'A team of maverick federal Coalition backbenchers has set up a new committee to press for major changes to the family law’.

Led by NSW Liberal Ken Ticehurst, the group, which includes one Cabinet minister and former Senate president Margaret Reid, plans an overhaul of the law to reintroduce fairness and equity for children in the aftermath of family breakdown. "

And further on:

"The group s first meeting last Tuesday attracted more than 20 MPs, ran an hour overtime and had to be moved to a bigger committee room. Families Minister Larry Anthony attended as an observer. "

The article further stated that the meeting was attended by the Shared Parenting Council and the Men's Rights Agency.

a. Has anyone from the Department been invited to attend, or attended, a

       meeting of this group?

b.   Was the Cabinet Minister referred to the Attorney‑General?

c.    If not, was it the Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations?


	written

	98
	Ludwig
	ACS
	What work has been done to comply with the privacy audit and how long will it take to comply with the privacy principles?
	120

	99
	Ludwig
	ACS
	In regard to diesel fuel fraud offences still being followed through by Customs, are there still any more in the pipeline?
	121

	100
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Regarding the new X-ray equipment, can you indicate the categories you examined or the type of percentage coverage you gave that question back in estimates in May and provide an update of that information?

Are you able to put together a table about what the reality is and what your targets are? 
	121

	101
	Ludwig
	ACS
	The ANAO report No. 54 made eight recommendations to improve customs systems, can you provide an update of where you are up to in implementing those recommendations?
	122

	102
	Ludwig
	ACS
	In November you were trialing the integrated cargo system pilot project could you supply the Committee  with an update of where you are up to?
	122

	103
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Can you make your concerns regarding the OPC concept of a monitoring role for the new customs power. I am interested perhaps in how you were going to address them and whether a monitoring role had yet been finalised and the nature of any agreement that might have been struck?
	123

	104
	Ludwig

	ACS
	 Privacy

Exactly how has Customs amended its practices to ensure that information is in accordance with privacy principles?
	written

	105
	Ludwig

	ACS
	Diesel fuel fraud offences.

Annual Report notes a fine and teen of imprisonment for an individual guilty of "diesel fuel fraud offences".  Are there any outstanding matters of this nature?
	written

	106
	Ludwig
	ACS
	From May Estimates the ACS has agreed to provide a table showing current figures and targets by broad categories for the extent of X‑Ray examination of goods.
	written

	107
	Ludwig 

	ACS
	Trade Modernisation Implementation Phases

ACS agreed to provide an updated implementation schedule and progress report. ACS agreed to provide information on training for industry.

In addition, would ACS indicate what other providers are offering training of the new system?
	written

	108
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Would ACS indicate the numbers of people trained?
	written

	109
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Is ACS able to provide information on what proportion of industry is trained and how much there is left to do?
	written

	110
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Contracts

There are two contracts (956344 and 956334), each for $15 million, for ‘Container handling services to support container examination facilities in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane’. One is with P&O Ports at West Swanston terminal, and one is with Patrick Stevedores at East Swanston Dock. Would the ACS  explain detail of these contracts.  
	written

	111
	Ludwig

	ACS
	Smuggling

Does the ACS have any specific arrangements in place to detect the smuggling of components of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons into Australia? Or does Customs simply rely on its general inspection procedures designed to identify drugs and other contraband?
	written



	112
	Ludwig
	ACS
	How would ACS officers identify components of a weapon of mass destruction?
	written

	113
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Has the ACS distributed any specific guidelines or briefing to the Customs officers responsible, for inspection/X-ray of baggage or cargo containers to enable them to identify weapons components?
	written

	114
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Does any briefing specifically cover 

a. nuclear and radiological weapon components, 

b. chemical weapon agents and precursor chemicals, 

c. biological weapons agents and related equipment?
	written

	115
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Apart from X‑raying baggage and cargo containers, does the ACS have any technical capacity to detect radioactive material or lethal chemical agents which could be imported by terrorists?
	written

	116
	Ludwig

	ACS
	Airline Reservations System.

ACS undertook to provide an update on the monitoring role of the Office of the Privacy Commissioner?
	written



	117
	Ludwig

	ACS
	Customs undertook to table in the Senate the operating procedures governing requests for the disclosure of personal information on current Aviation Security Identification Card holders, prior to proclamation.

How far has this progressed? . When is it anticipated that this will be tabled?
	written



	118
	Ludwig

	ACS
	X Ray equipment

ACS undertook to provide information on the commissioning date for the new X-ray facilities in Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane and Fremantle, together with the process involved in "analysing business needs" for the Fremantle, operation
	written

	119
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Coastwatch

a. Can the ACS provide us with an update on the development of the technical specifications for the Coastwatch contract?

b. When does the ACS envisage that part of the process will be completed and the actual tendering process begin?
	written

	120
	Ludwig

	ACS
	Purpose: To continue to pursue the details of the contract preparation for Coastwatch and to try and establish a specific timetable.

Background: In Estimates in May this year, there was a line of questioning from Senator Ludwig to the CEO of ACS relating to the Coastwatch aerial contract and the expiry of the contract in 2005. (L&C 663) Mr Woodward noted that "We have a small number of people working furiously on the technical specification side...". Mr Woodward had previously in indicated that the ACS would not be able to develop the tender process until the technical specifications were established.

Can the ACS provide us with an update or, the development of the technical specifications for the contract?
	written



	121
	Ludwig

	ACS
	Passenger Movement Charge

Background: The Passenger Movement Charge (PMC) s a tax introduced in 199295 Budget on international passengers departing Australia. Labor introduced the charge to recover the cost of providing passenger processing and short‑term visa processing services. Initially the charge was $27. Amendments to the Act have seen the charge increase to $30 in 1999 and subsequently $38 in 2001 (this is despite the Prime Minister's guarantee not to increase taxes in their third term!). Amendments to the Act have also included quarantine inspection services under the PMC.

Specifically, what services does the PMC cover?
	written



	122
	Ludwig
	ACS
	What are the costs associated with the provision of passenger processing services on annual basis?
	written

	123
	Ludwig
	ACS
	What are the costs associated with the provision of visa processing services on an annual basis?
	written

	124
	Ludwig
	ACS
	What are the costs associated with the provision of quarantine inspection services on an annual basis?
	written

	125
	Ludwig
	ACS
	How much money has been collected through the PMC in each of the years since it was introduction.
	written

	126
	Ludwig

	ACS
	Has there been any significant increase in the costs associated with the _ services covered by the PMC in recent times. Specifically what do these increases relate to?
	written



	127
	Ludwig
	ACS
	The Passenger Movement Charge Amendment Act 1998 increased the rate of the PMC by $3. Budget Papers state this "will help meet the additional costs arising from the movement of people and games‑related equipment across Australia's borders at the tine of the Sydney 2000 Games. Can you confirm that this $3 charge is still being collected? How much revenue relating to this $3 charge has been collected since the conclusion of the Sydney 2000 Games?
	written

	128
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Isn't it the case that the PMC continues to operate beyond its initial intention, that is, it no longer simply covers the costs associated with the provision of services?
	written

	129
	Ludwig
	ACS
	What happens to the excess of funds collected? 
	written

	130
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Is it now the case that the Government continues to return a profit from outgoing tourists through the PMC?
	written

	131
	Ludwig
	ACS
	Is this revenue earmarked for any specific purpose?
	written

	132
	Ludwig

	ACS
	Background: .An article in the Australian on Friday, 15th November noted the potential imposition of tax of between $8 and $10 to fund the implementation of the terrorism package of legislation.

Can the ACS provide more detail on this matter?
	written



	133
	Ludwig
	ACS
	What impact will this additional tax have on tourism?
	written
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1

