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Senator Cash (Written) asked: 
 
How are IMAs detained on Cocos and Keeling Islands? 
 
 
Answer: 
 
Unauthorised Maritime Arrivals who arrive at Cocos (Keeling) Islands are 
detained under section 189(3) of the Migration Act by an officer of the 
Department of Immigration and Citizenship. 

 
Unauthorised  Maritime Arrivals are accommodated at the former Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands Quarantine Station while the department makes 
arrangements for their transfer to Christmas Island, usually within 72 hours. 
Occasionally, due to external factors such as weather, this time frame may be 
extended. 
 


