QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE
BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARING: 24 MAY 2011
IMMIGRATION AND CITIZENSHIP PORTFOLIO

(BE11/0762) Program 6.1: Multicultural and Citizenship Services

Senator Mark Furner (written) asked:
Does the policy include principles to foster social cohesion and what are they?

Answer:

Australia’s multicultural policy, The People of Australia, includes four principles, each
of which contribute to the development and maintenance of social cohesion.

Principle 1: The Australian Government celebrates and values the benefits of cultural
diversity for all Australians, within the broader aims of national unity, community
harmony and maintenance of our democratic values.

Principle 2: The Australian Government is committed to a just, inclusive and socially
cohesive society where everyone can participate in the opportunities that Australia
offers and where government services are responsive to the needs of Australians
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

Principle 3: The Australian Government welcomes the economic, trade and
investment benefits which arise from our successful multicultural nation.

Principle 4: The Australian Government will act to promote understanding and
acceptance while responding to expressions of intolerance and discrimination with
strength, and where necessary, with the force of the law.



