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DAL

THE HON BOB DERITS
Minister for Home
Senate Legal & Constitutional Affairs Committee
Budget Estimates 2008-2009
25-28 May 2009

Tabled Document No 'O
By: mu KRoGEk WILRING AO

08/26558 N-G¢ DE&T
Date: 25 %]09 .
0 4 FER 2000
Mr Mick Keelty APM

Commissioner
Australian Federal Police
GPO Box 401
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Pear Commissioner

T am writing to seek your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification enforcement laws. T am writing in similar terms to ali Police

Comunissioners and the Queensland Commissioner for Fair Trading.

1t appears there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who arc or
appear to be under 18, available in unrestricted premises in breach of classification laws.
Some retailers are also displaying and selling material with mislcading classification
markings.

The EROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold are classified and that inappropriate material is being sold in
newsagents and convenience stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 were
classified. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2
restricted, and madc five Category 2 restricted Serial Classification Declarations.

1 understand that after recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication declarations as many of the titles audited contained material the Board considered

.10 be Refused Classification. Other audited tiflcs, although marked as Category 1 restricted,

were found to be unclassificd.

T understand that the Director of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also ‘calied-in’ for
classification a number of unclassified submittable publications. Submittable publications are
publications which are unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Refused Classification. The sale of submittablc publications is an offence
in all Australian jurisdictions.

This low level of compliance with classification enforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As on¢ means to increase compliance I
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believe it is important that police and the Queensland Officc of Fair Trading (given their rolc
mn enforcing classification laws i Queensland) give increased priority and adequatc rcsources
to the enforcement of classification offences. T seek your assistance in achieving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed al our 6 November 2008 meeting concerns
about the availability ol offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers to develop proposals to address the problems for consideration at our next
mesting in April 2009.

1 also raised this issue at the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Police and indicated that I would write to Police
Commissioners about it.

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is 4 joint Australian Government, State and
Territory initiative, whosc rolc is to conduct compliance checks in the marketplace, liaise with
industry to improve compliance, provide support to law enforcement and respond to enquinies
and complaints [rom the public. As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
serious breaches of the law to enforcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CLS has started compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
improve communication with law enforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now e-mailed to law
enforcement and censorship oflicials and provides information conceming the availability and
sale of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestrictcd premises across
Australian jurisdictions. It lists publications that the C].S has purchased, or which have been
the subject of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
Laken; for example, by calling in a publication for classification or revoking a serial
publication declaration.

I attach a copy of a recent bulletin for your information. Ihopec this initiative will facilitate
mncreased enforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.

1 am providing a copy of this letler (0 Police Ministers for their information.

The action officer for this matter in the Attomey-General’s Department is Amanda Davies
S who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yours sincerel

ul;t

Bob Debus
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Minister for Home Affairs

08/26558

Mr Andrew Scipione APM U & FEB 2008
Commissioner

NSW Police Force

Locked Bag 5102

PARRAMATTA NSW 2124

Dear Commissioner

I am writing to seek your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification cnforcement laws. 1 am writing in similar terms to all Police
Commissioners and the Queensland Commissioner for Fair Trading.

It appears there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who are or
appear to be under 18, available in uarestricted premises in breach of classification laws.
Some retailers are also displaying and selling material with misleading classification
markings.

The CROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold arc classificd and that inappropriatc material is being sold in
newsagents and convenience stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 were
classified. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2

— restricted, and made five Category 2 restricted Serial Classification Declarations.

T understand that afier recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication declarations as many of the titles audited contained matcerial the Board considered
to be Refused Classification. Other audited titlcs, although marked as Category 1 restricted,
were found to be unclassified.

I understand that the Director of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also ‘called-in’ for
classification a number of unclassified submittable publications. Submittable publications are
publications which are unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Retfused Classification. The sale of submittable publications is an offence
in all Australian jurisdictions.

This low level of compliance with classification enforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a mattcr of scrious concern. As onc means to increase compliance |

Telephone +61 2 6277 7290 Parliament Housce, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au Auslralia www.ministerhomeaffairs.gov.aun
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believe it is important that police and the Queensland Office of Fair Trading (given their role
in enforcing classification laws in Queensland) give increased priority and adequate resources
to the enforcement of classification offences. Tseek your assistance in achieving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 meeting concerns
about the availability of offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers to develop proposals to address the problems for considcration at our next
meeting in April 2009.

I also raised this issuc at the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Police and indicated that 1 would write to Police
Commissioners about it.

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is a joint Australian Government, Statc and
Temmtory initiative, whose role is to conduct compliance checks in the marketplace, liaise with
industry to irprove compliance, provide support to law enforcement and respond to cnquiries
and complaints from the public. As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
sertous breaches of the law to enforcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CLS has started compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
improve communication with law enforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now ¢-mailed fo law
enforcement and censorship officials and provides information concerning the availability and
sale of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestricted premises across
Australian junisdictions. It lists publications that the CLS has purchased, or which have been
the subject of a4 complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
taken; for example, by calling in a publication for classification or revokin g a serial
publication declaration.

T attach a copy of a recent bulletin for your information. 1 hope this initiative will facilitate

increased enforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.
L am providing a copy of this lcticr o Policec Ministers for their information.

The action officer for this matter in the Attorney-General’s Department is Amanda Davies
who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yours sincerely

i

Bob Debus

(B8]

25/05 2009 MON 16:3B6 [TX/RX NO 7014] o007



Fax sent by ! 61413488 AGD 25-85-89 16:39 Pg: 8/31

Minister for Home Affairs

08/26558
94 FEB 2099

The Hon Tony Kelly MLC
Minister for Police

Level 34

Governor Macquarie Tow:
1 Farrer Placc '
SYDNEY NSW 2000

ool

At the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency
Management — Police I said that I would writc to all Policc Commissioners pointing out the
problems related to the enforcement of classification laws and seek action.

I attach for your information my letter to Police Commissioners on this issue.

Yours sincerel

i

Bob Debus
'I'clcgihcmc +61 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile 161 2 6273 7098
mha@ag. gov.au Australia www.ministerhomeaffairs.gov.au
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Minister for Homec Affairs

08/26558 |
@ & FEB 2009

Ms Christinc Nixon APM
Chief Commissioner
Victoria Police

PO Box 415

Victona Police Cenire
MELBOURNE VIC 3005

Dear Chief Commissioner

1 am writing to seek your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification enforcement laws. T am writing in similar terms to all Police
Commissioners and the Queensland Commissioner for Fair Trading. -

It appears there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who are or
appear to be under 18, available in unrestricted premises in breach of classification laws.
Some retailers are also displaying and selling material with misicading classification
markings.

The EROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold are classified and that inappropriatc material is being sold in
newsagents and convenience stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 were
classified. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2
restricted, and made five Category 2 restricted Serial Classification Declarations.

I understand that after recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication dcclarations as many of the titles audited contained material the Board considered
to be Refused Classification. Other audited titles, although marked as Category 1 restricted,
were found to be unclassified. '

I understand that the Director of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also ‘calied-in’ for
classification a number of unclassified submittable publications. Submittable publications arc
publications which are unclassified and which would, if classificd, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Refused Classification. The sale of submittahle publications is an offence

in all Australian jurisdictions.

Telephone 161 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile 161 2 6273 7098
mbha(dag.gov.au Auslraiia www._ministerhomeaffairs.gov.au
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This low level of compliance with classification cnforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As one means to increase compliance 1
believe it is important that police and the Quecnsland Office of Fair Trading (given their role
in enforcing classification laws in Queensland) give increased priority and adequatc resources
to the enforcement of classification offences. Iscck your assistance in achicving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 meeting concerns
aboul the availability of offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers to devclop proposals (o address the problems for consideration at our next
meeting in April 2009.

I also raiscd this 1ssue al the 7 November 2008 mecting of the Ministcrial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Police and indicated that 1 would writc to Police
Commissioncrs aboul it.

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CJ.S) is a joint Australian Goverament, State and
Tereitory initiative, whose role is to conduct compliance checks in the marketplace, liaise with

= industry to improve compliance, provide support to law cnforcement and respond to cnquirics
and complaints from the public. As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
serious breaches of the law to enforcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CL.S has started compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
improve communication with law enforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now e-mailed to law
enforcement and censorship officials and provides information concerning the availability and
sale of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestricted premises across
Australian jurisdictions. Tt lists publications that the CLS has purchased, or which have been
the subject of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
taken; for cxample, by calling in a publication for classification or revoking a serial
publication declaration.

I attach a copy of a recent bulletin for your information. I hope this initiative will facilitate
increased enforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.

I am providing a copy of this letter to Police Mimisters for their information.

The action officer for this matter in the Attorney-General’s Department is Amanda Davies
who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yours sincerely

ob Debus

25/05 2009 MON 16:38 [TX/RX NO 7014] o010
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THE HON BOB DEBUS

Minister for Home Affairs

0 & FER 2088

08/26558

The Hon Bob Cameron MP

R
Minister for Policc and Emergency Services
GPO Box 4356
MELBOURNE VIC 3001
Dear I\/M
At the 7 November 2008 mceting of the Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency
Management — Police 1 said that I would write to all Policc Commissioners pointing out the
problems related to the enforcement of classification laws and seek action.
L altach for your information my letter to Police Commissioners on this issue.
Yours sincerel
—
‘Bob Debus
Te]eplhonc +61 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au Australia www.ministerhomeaffairs. gov.au
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THE HON BOB DEBUS

Minister for Home Affairs

08/26558
0 & FEB 2008

Mr Bob Atkinson APM.
Commissioner
Quccnsland Police Service
GPO Box 1440
BRISBANE QLD 4001

Dear Comrnissioncr

T am writing to seck your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification enforcement laws. [ am writing in similar terms to all Police
Commussioners and the Queensland Commissioner for Fair Trading,

It appears there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who are or
appear to be under 18, available in unrestricted premises in breach of classification laws.
Some retailers are also displaying and selling material with misleading classification
markings., '

The CROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold are classified and that inappropriate material is being sold in
newsagents and convenience stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 were
classified. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2
restricted, and madc five Catcgory 2 restricted Scrial Classification Declarations.

I understand that after recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication declarations as many of the titles audited contained material the Board considered
to bc Refused Classification. Other audited titles, although marked as Category 1 restricted,
were found to be unclassificd.

I understand that the Director of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also ‘called-in® for
classification a numbecr of unclassificd submittablc publications. Submittable publications are
publications which are unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Refused Classification. The sale of submittable publications is an offence
in all Australian jurisdictions.

This Jow level of compliance with classification enforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As onc means (o inercasc compliance |

12/31

Telephone +61 2 6277 7290
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Facsimile +61 2 6273 7098

Australia www.mministerhomeaTairs.go v.au

25/05 2009 MON 18:3B [THX/RX HO 7014] [Fo12



Fax sent by : 61413488 AGD 25-85-89 16:39 Pg: 13731

belicve it is important that police and the Queensland Office of Fair Trading (given their role
in enforcing classification laws in Queensland) give increased priority and adequate resources
to the enforcement of classification offences. I seek your assistance in achieving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 mccting concerns
about the availability of offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers to develop proposals to address the problems for consideration at our next
meeting in April 2009. '

I also raised this issue at the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police
and Fmergency Management — Police and indicated that T would write to Police
Commissioners about it. -

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is a joint Australian Government, State and

Territory initiative, whose rolc is to conduet compliance checks in the marketplace, liaise with

industry to improve compliance, provide support to law enforcement and respond to enquiries
_ and complaints from the public. As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
~ ° scrious breaches of the law to enforcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CLS has started compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
improve communication with law enforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now e-mailed to law
enforcement and censorship officials and provides information concerning the availability and
sale of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestricted premises across
Australian jurisdictions. It lists publications that the CLS has purchased, or which have been
the subject of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
taken; for example, by calling in a publication for classification or revoking a scrial
publication declaration.

I attach a copy of a recent bullctin for your information. I hopc this initiative will facilitatc
increased enforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.

I am providing a copy of this letter 1o Police Ministers for their information.

The action officer for this matter in the Attorney-Genceral’s Department is Amanda Davies
e who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yours sincergly

‘Bob Debus
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THE HON BOB DEBUS

Minister for Home Affairs

08/26558
The Hon Judy Spence MP
s Minister for Police, Corrective Services and ‘oport
PO Box 15195
City East
BRISBANE QLD 4002
Dear ?{@i‘\h'é?
At the 7 November 2008 mccting of the Minsterial Council for Police and Emergency
Management — Police [ said that I would write to all Police Commissioners pointing out the
problems related to the enforcement of classification laws and seek action.
[ attach for your information my letter to Police Commissioners on this issue.
Yours sincerel
"
Bob Debus
Tclephone +61 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au . Australia www.ministerhomeaffairs.gov.au
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THE HON BOB DEBUS

Minister for TTome Affairs

08/26558
i b FEB 2030

Mr Karl O’Callaghan APM
Commissioner

Western Australia Police

2 Adelaide l'errace

EAST PERTII WA 6004

Dear Commissioner

I am wniling 1o seek your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification enforcement laws. I am writing in similar terms to all Police
Commissioners and the Queensland Commissioner for Fair Trading.

It appears there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who are or.
appear to be under 18, available in unrestricted premiscs in breach of classification laws.,
Some retailers are also displaying and selling material with misleading classification
markings.

The EROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of’
adult publications sold are classified and that inappropriate material is being sold in
ncwsagents and convenience stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 were
classified. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2

S restricted, and made five Category 2 restricted Scrial Classification Declarations.

[ understand that after recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication declarations as many of the titles audited contained material the Board considered
to be Refused Classification. Other audited titles, although marked as Category 1 restricied,
were found to be unclassified.

I understand that the Director of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also “called-in® for
classification a number of unclassificd submittablc publications. Submittable publications are
publications which are unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Refused Classification. The sale of submitiable publications is an offence
m all Australian junisdictions.

This low level of comphiance with classification enforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As one means to increase compliance T

Telephone +G1 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au Australia www.ministcrhomeattairs.gov.au

25/05 20039 MON 18:3B [TX/RX HD 7014] 015



Fax sent by ' 61413488 AGD 25-85-89 16:48 Pg: 16731

believe it is important that police and the Qucensland Office of Fair Trading (given their role
in enforcing classification laws in Queensland) give increased priority and adequate resources
1o the enforcement of classification offences. Iseek your assistance in achieving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 meeting concerns
about the availability of offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
askced officers to develop proposals to address the problems for consideration at our next
meeting in April 2009, '

I also raised this issue at the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Police and indicated that | would write to Police '
Commissioners about it.

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is a joint Australian Government, State and

Territory initiative, whose role is to conduct compliance checks in the marketplace, liaise with

industry to improve compliance, provide support to law enforcement and respond to enquiries

and complaints from the public. As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
N serious breaches of the law to enlorcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CLS has startcd compiling a Publications Enforcement Builetin to
improve communication with law enforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now e-mailed to law
enforcement and censorship officials and provides information concerning the availability and
sale of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestricted premises across
Australian jurisdictions. It lists publications that the CLS has purchased, or which have been
the subject of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
taken; for example, by calling in a publication for classification or revoking a serial
publication declaration, '

T attach a copy of a recent bulletin for your information. I hope this initiative will facilitate
increased enforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.

I am providing a copy of this letter to Police Ministers for their information.

The action officer for this matter in the Attorney-General’s Department is Amanda Davies
et who can be cotitacied on (02) 6250 5545.

[/

Bob Debus
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by
THE HON BOB DEBUS
Minister for Ifome Affairs

08/26558 (1 4 FER 2806

The Hon Rob Johnson MTLA
Minister for Police

20th Floor

Governor Stirling Tower
197 St George’s Terrace
PERTH WA 6000

- Dear Minister

At the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency
Management — Police I said that I would write to all Police Commissioners pointing out the
problems related to the enforcement of classification laws and seek action.

I altach for your information my letter to Police Commissioncrs on this issue.

Yours sincer

Bob Debus

Tclephone +61 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile +6] 2 6273 7098
mba@dag.gov.au Australia www.ministerhomeaffairs.gov.au
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THE HON BOB DEBUS

Minister for Home Affairs

0R/26558
0 & FEB 2008

Mr Malcolm Hyde APM
Commissioner

South Australia Police
GPO Box 1539
ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear Commissioner

I am writing (o seek your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification enforcement laws. Tam writing in similar terms to all Police
Commissioners and the Queensland Commissioner for Fair Trading.

It appcars there arc offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who are or
appear to be under 18, available in unrestricted premises in breach of classification laws.
Some retailers are also displaying and selling matcrial with misleading classification
markings.

The EROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold are classified and that inappropriate material is being sold in
newsagents and convenicnec stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 were
classificd. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Catcgory 2

Bt restricted, and made five Category 2 restricted Serial Classification Declarations.

I understand that after recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number ol serial
publication declarations as many of the titles audited contained material the Board considered
to be Refused Classification. Other audited titles, althuugh markced as Catcgory 1 restricted,
were found to be unclassified.

I understand that the Direclor of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also ‘called-in’ for

classification a number of unclassified submittable publications. Submittable publications are

publications which are unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely 1o be restricted to

adults or classificd Refuscd Classification. The salc of submittable publications is an offencc
. in all Australian jurisdictions.

This low level of compliance with classification enforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As one means to increase compliance |

Telephone +61 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au Australia www.ministerhomeattairs.gov.au
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believe it is important that police and the Queensland Office of Fair Tradin g (given their role
in enforeing classification laws in Queensland) give increased priority and adcquatc resources
to the enforcement of classification offences. 1 seek your assistancc in achicving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 meeting concerns
about the availability of offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers to develop proposals to address the problems for consideration at our next
meeting in April 2009. ' ‘

T also raiscd this issue at the 7 November 2008 mecting of the Ministerial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Police and indicated that [ would writc to Police
Commissjoners about it.

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is a joint Australian Government, State and
Territory initiative, whose role is to conduct compliance checks in the marketplace, liaise with
industry to improve compliance, provide support to law enlorcement and respond to cnquirics
and complaints from the public. As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
serious breaches of the law to enforcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CLS has started compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
improve communication with law enforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now e-mailed to law
enforcement and censorship officials and provides information concerning the availability and
sale of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestricted premises across
Australian jurisdictions. Tt lists publications that the CLS has purchased, or which have been
the subject of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
taken; for example, by calling in a publication for classification or revoking a serial
publication declaration.

[ attach a copy of a recent bulletin for your information. Ihope this initiative will facilitatc
increased cnforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.

I am providing a copy of this lctter to Police Ministers for their information.

w The action officer for this matter in the Attorncy-Genceral’s Department is Amanda Davies
- who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yours sincerely

ob Debus

(3% ]
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ORIV o

PRI
THE HON BOB DEBUS
Minister for Home Affairs
08/26558 _ i & FEB 2006
The Hon Michael Wright MP
o Minister for Police

GPO Box 1072
ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear V\Aé@‘r '(f(d&/ -
At the' 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency

Management — Police I said that I would write to all Police Commissioners pointing out the
problems related to the enforcement of classification laws and seek action.

I attach for your information my letter to Policc Commissioners on this issue.

Yours sincergly

/
/

MA

~ |
Bob Debus

Telephone +61 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile +61 2 6273 7098

mha@ag gov.au Ausmralia www.ininisterhomeaffairs. gov.au
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THE HON BOB DEBUS

Minister {or Home Affairs

08/26558 - i & FEB 2808

Mr Darren Hinc APM
Commissioner
Tasmania Police
GPO Box 308C
1IOBART TAS 7001

Dear Commissioner

I am writing to seek your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification enforcement laws. I am writing in similar terms to ail Police
Commissioners and the Queensland Commissioner for Fair Trading.

It appcars there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who are or
appear to be under 18, available in unrestricted premises in breach of classification laws.
Some retailers are also displaying and selling material with mislcading classification
markings.

The EROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold are classified and that inappropriate material is being sold in
newsagents and convenience stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted [ovel titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 werc
classified. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2

~ restricted, and made five Category 2 restricted Serial Classification Declarations.

I understand that after recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication declarations as many of the titles audited contained material the Board considered
to be Refused Classification. Other audited titics, although marked as Category 1 restricted,
were found to be unclassificd. '

I understand that the Director of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also ‘called-in’ for
classification a number of unclassified submittable publications. Submittable publications arc
publications which are unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Refused Classification. The sale of submittablc publications is an offence
in all Australian jurisdictions.

Tiis low level of compliance with classification cnforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As one means to increasc comphance [

Telephone +61 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Faesimile +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au Australia www.minisicrhomeaftairs.gov.an
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believe it is important that police and the Quecnsland Office of Fair Trading (given their role
in enforeing classification laws in Queensland) give increased priority and adequatc rcsources
to the enforcement of classification offences. ] seek your assistance in achievin g this,

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 mecting concerns
about the availability of offensive publications and fibms, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers to develop proposals to address the problems for consideration at our next
meeting in April 2009.

I also raised this issue at the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministcrial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Police and indicated that ] would write to Police
Commissioners about it

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is a joint Australian Government, Statc and
Territory initiative, whose role is to conduct compliance checks in the markctplace, liaise with
industry to improve compliance, provide support to law enforcement and respond to enquiries
and complaints from the public. As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
serious breaches of the law to enforcement authorities.

Sincc December 2008 the CLS has started compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
improve communication with law cnforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now e-mailed to law
enforcement and censorship officials and provides information conceming the availability and
sale of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestricted premises across
Australian jurisdictions. It lists publications that the CLS has purchased, or which have been
the subject of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
taken; for cxample, by calling in a publication for classification or rcvoking a seral
publication declaration.

[ attach a copy of a recent bulletin for your information. Ihope this initiative will facilitate
increased enforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.

I am providing a copy of this lctter to Police Ministers for their information.

. The action officer for this matter in the Attorney-General's Department is Amanda Davies
~ who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yours sincere}

ob Debus
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THE HON BOB DEBUS

Minister for Home Affairs

Minister for Police and Emcrgency Management

GPO Box 2208

HOBART. TAS 7001

%
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3 4 FEB 2008

At the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency
Management - Police I said that I would write to all Police Commissioners pointing out the
problems related to the enforcement of classification laws and seek action.

L attach for your information my letter to Police Commissioncrs on this issue.

Yours sincerply

/

i

Bob Debus

Telephone +61 2 6277 7290
mha(dag.gov.au

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600
Australia

Fucsimile +61 2 6273 7098
www.ministcrhomeaffairs.gov.an
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Telok
THE HON BOB DEBUS

. Minister for Home Affairs

08/26558 _
' i} & FEB 280¢

Mr Michacl Phelan APM
Chief Police Officer
ACT Policing

GPO Box 401
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dcar Mr Phelan

1 am writing to seck your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification cnforcement laws, I am writing in similar terms to all Police
Commissioners and the Queensland Commissioner for Fair Trading.

It appears there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who are or
appcar to be under 18, available in unrestricted premises in breach of classification laws.
Somc retailers are also displaying and selling material with misleading classification
markings.

The EROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold are classified and that inappropriate material is being sold in
newsagents and convenience stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 were
classified. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2

N~ restnicted, and made five Category 2 restricted Serial Classification Declarations.

Tunderstand that after rocent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication declarations as many of the titles auditcd containced matcrial the Board considered
to be Refused Classification. Other audited titles, although marked as Category 1 restricted,
were found to be unclassified.

I understand (hat the Director of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also ‘called-in’ for
classification a number of unclassificd submittable publications. Submittable publications are
publications which are unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Refused Classification. The sale of submittable publications is an offence
in al} Australian jurisdictions.

This low leve] of comphliance with classification enforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As one means to increase compliance 1

Tclephone 161 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimilc +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au Australia www.ministerhomeafiairs.gov.au
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belicve it is important that police and the Queensland Office of Fair T rading (given their rolc
in enforeing classification laws in Quecnsland) give increascd priority and adequate resources
to the enforcement of classification offences. I seek your assistance in achicving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 mecting concerns
about the availability of offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers to develop proposals to address the problems for consideration at our ncxt
mceceting in April 2009.

I also raised this issue at the 7 November 2008 mecting of the Ministerial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Police and indicated that I would write to Police
Commissioncrs about it, '

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is a joint Australian Government, State and
Territory initiative, whose role is to conduct compliance checks in the markcetplace, Haise with
industry to improve compliance, provide support to law enforcement and respond to enquiries
and complaints from the public. As scheme officcrs have no enforcement powers, they refer
serious breaches of the law 10 enforcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CLS has started compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
improve communication with law cnforcement agencies. The Bullctin is now c-mailed Lo law
cnlorcement and censorship officials and provides information concerning the avai lability and
sale of unclassificd (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestrictcd Promiscs across
Australian jurisdictions. It lists publications that the CLS has purchased, or which have been
the subject of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
taken; for example, by calling in a publication for classification or revoking a serial
publication declaration.

[ attach a copy of a recent bulletin for your information. I hope this initiative will facilitatc
- increased enforcement of classification laws relating to offcnsive publications,

I am providing a copy of this letter to Police Ministers for their information.

The action officer for this matter in the AI{Omey-'General‘s Department is Amanda Davies
who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yours sincerely

/
f

Bob Debus
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THE HON BOB DEBUS
Minister for Home Affairs

d & FEB 2008

08/26558

Mr Simon Corbell MLA

Minister for Police and Emergency Services
GPO Box 1020

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear M&Wﬁb

At the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police and Emerpcnecy
Management — Police [ said that T would writc to all Police Commissioners pointing out the
problems related to the enforcement of classification laws and seek action.

M

T attach for your information my letter to Policc Commissioners on this issue.

Y rﬁsincer

_ /

" Bob Debus
Telc:;:hone 161 2 6277 7290 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Tacsimile +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag. gov.au Australia www.ministerhomeaffairs gov.au
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THE HON BOB DEBUS:

Minister for Home Affairs

08/26558
{ 4 FEB 2009

Mr Paul Whitc APM
Commissioner

Northern Yerritory Police
GPO Box 39764
WINNELLIE NT 0821

Dear Commissioner

I am writing 1o seek your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification enforcement laws. I am wntmg in similar terms (o all Pohice
Comimissioners and the Quccn:.land Commissionet for Fair Trading.

It appears there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who arc or
appcar to be under 18, available in unrestricted premiscs in breach of classification laws.
Some retailers are also displaying and selling material with misleading classification
markings.

‘The EROS Association, a national adult industry association, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold are classified and that inappropriate material is being sold in
ncwsagents and convenience storcs. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 werce
classificd. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2

o restricted, and made five Category 2 restricted Serial Classification Declarations.

I understand that afler recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication declarations as many of the titles audited contained material the Board considered
to be Refused Classification. Other audited titles, although marked as Category 1 restricted,
were found to be unclassificd.

I understand that the Direcior of the Board, Mr Donald McDeonald AC, has also “called-in’ for
classification a number of unclassified submittable publications. Submittable publications are
publications which arc unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Refused Classification. The sale of submittable publications is an offence
n all Australian jurisdictions.

This low level of compliance with classification enforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As onc means to increase compliance ]

Telephone +61 2 6277 7290 Patliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Facsimile +6! 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au Australia www.mini:-aterhnmcaffairs.gov.au_
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believc it is iniportant that police and the Qucensland Office of Fair Trading (given their role
mn enforcing classification laws in Queensland) give increased priority and adequate resourccs
to the enforcement of classification offences. I seek your assistance in achjeving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 meeting concemns
about {he availability of offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers to develop proposals to address the problems for consideration at our next
meeting in April 2009.

I also raiscd this issue at the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Policc and indicated that T would write to Police
Commissioners about it,

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is a joint Australian Government, State and
Territory initiative, whose role is to conduct compliance checks in the marketplace, liaise with
industry to improve compliance, provide support to law enforcement and respond to enquiries
and complaints from the public, As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
serious breachces of the law to enforcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CLS has started compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
improve communication with law enforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now e-mailed to law
enforcement and censorship officials and provides information concerning the availability and
sale of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestricted premises across
Australian jurisdictions. It lists publications that the CLS has purchased, or which have been
the subjcct of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
laken; for example, by calling in a publication for classification or revoking a serial
publication dcelaration,

I attach a copy of a recent bullctin for your information. 1 hope this initiative will facilitate
increased enforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.

Tam providing a copy of this letter to Police Ministers for their information.

\ The action ofﬁloer for this matter in thc Atlomney-General’s Department is Amanda Davies
= who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yo

Bob Debus
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THE HON BOB DEBUS

Minister for Hlome Affairs

G4 FEB 2006
08/26558

The Hon Paul Henderson MLA
Ban Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services
GPO Box 3146

DARW?NT ?801
Dear 14

Al the 7 November 2008 mecting of the Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency
Management — Police I said that T would write (o all Police Commissioners pointing out the
problems related to the enforcement of classification laws and scck action.

I attach for your information my letter to Police Commissioners on this issue.

Yours sincd?y
.

Bob Debus
’I’cleghnne +61 2 6277 7290 Parliarment House, Canberra ACT 2600 ' Facsimile +61 2 6273 7098
mha@ag.gov.au Australia www.ministerhomeattairs.gov.au
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Minister for Home Affairs

08/26558

0 4 FEB 2008

Ms Julie Grantham
Commissioner for Fair Trading
GPO Box 3111

BRISBANE QLD 4001

Dear Commissioner

1 am writing to seek your cooperation in addressing low levels of compliance by retailers and
distributors with classification enforcement laws. ] am writing in similar terms (o all Police
Commissionets. '

It appears there are offensive publications, some involving depictions of people who are or
appear to be under 18, available in unrestricted premises in breach of classification laws.
Some retailers are also displaying and selling material with misleading classification
markings.

The EROS Association, a national adult industry assoctation, has claimed that only 5% of
adult publications sold are ¢lassified and that inappropriate material is being sold in
newsagents and convenience stores. Eros has stated that approximately 5,000 Category 2
restricted level titles were available in Australia last year, of which less than 50 werc
classified. In 2007-08, the Classification Board classified 56 publications Category 2
restricted, and made five Category 2 restricted Serial Classification Declarations.

Iunderstand that after recent audits, the Classification Board has revoked a number of serial
publication declarations as many of the titles audited contained matcrial the Board considered
to be Refused Classification. Other audited titles, although marked as Category 1 restricted,
were found to be unclassified.

I understand that the Director of the Board, Mr Donald McDonald AC, has also ‘called-in’ for
classification a number of unclassified submittable publications. Submittable publications are
publications which are unclassified and which would, if classified, be likely to be restricted to
adults or classified Refused Classification. The sale of submittable publications is an offence

in all Australian junisdictions.

This low level of compliance with classification enforcement laws by retailers and distributors
of adult publications is a matter of serious concern. As onc means (o increase compliance
believe it is important that police and the Queensland Office of Fair Trading (given their role
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in enforcing classification laws in Queensland) give increased priority and adequale resources
to the enforcement of classification offences. 1 seek your assistance in achieving this.

At my request Censorship Ministers discussed at our 6 November 2008 meeting concems
about the availability of offensive publications and films, in breach of classification laws, and
asked officers 1o develop proposals to address the problems for consideration at our next
mceting in April 2009.

I also raised this issue at the 7 November 2008 meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police
and Emergency Management — Police and indicated that I would write to Police
Commissioners about it.

The Classification Liaison Scheme (CLS) is 4 joint Australian Government, Statc and
Territory initiative, whose role is to conduct compliance checks in the marketplace, liaise with
industry to improve compliance, provide support to law enforcement and respond 10 enquiries
and complaints from the public. As scheme officers have no enforcement powers, they refer
scrious breaches of the law to enforcement authorities.

Since December 2008 the CLS has staricd compiling a Publications Enforcement Bulletin to
mmprove communication with law enforcement agencies. The Bulletin is now e-mailed to law
enforcement and censorship officials and provides information concerning the availability and
salc of unclassified (but potentially submittable) publications in unrestricted premises across
Australian jurisdictions. It lists publications that the CLS bas purchased, or which have heen
the subject of a complaint, and what action the Director and the Classification Board has
taken; for example, by calling in a publication for classification or revoking a serial
publication declaration.

} attach a copy ol'a recent bulletin for your information. I hope this initiative will facilitate
increased enforcement of classification laws relating to offensive publications.

The action oflicer for this matter in the Attorney-General’s Department is Amanda Davies
who can be contacted on (02) 6250 5545.

Yours sincere

ob Debus
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