2003-04 BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARING

IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO 

QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE – 28-29 MAY 2003

	No.
	Hansard Page No.
	Senator
	Output
	Information/Material to be Provided
	Responsible Agency/Branch

	1. 
	255
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Provide a breakdown of the staffing figures on page 10-27 in Budget Paper No. 1, which shows where the increases and decreases in staffing are occurring.
	Human Resource Management

	2. 
	258
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Can you provide the committee with some sort of information about additional staff requirements: what level of the Public Service Act they will be employed? Is there a change in the mix or is it your normal standard mix of levels?
	Human Resource Management

	3. 
	256
	Sherry
	1.1
	Provide figures on the impact of SARS on tourist visas.
	Temporary Entry

	4. 
	264
	Sherry
	1.1
	In relation to Mr Oagile Malothane, what supporting documents were included in the application?
	Business

	5. 
	264/268
	Sherry
	1.1
	Is this a business still in operation despite the death of the proprietor?
	Business

	6. 
	268-269
	Sherry
	1.1
	In relation to people entering legally then subsequently breaching their conditions, provide a copy of the material that gives an indication of what stands out in terms of nationality.
	Temporary Entry

	7. 
	271
	Bartlett
	1.1
	How many applications for permanent residence under the domestic violence provisions were unsuccessful?
	Migration

	8. 
	261
	Kirk
	1.2
	How many files that may contain issues of security concern or other information of interest have been referred to ASIO?
	Onshore Protection

	9. 
	281
	Kirk
	1.2
	Provide a breakdown of the countries TPV holders are from.
	Onshore Protection

	10. 
	365
	Sherry
	1.2
	How many times has the Minister, Mr Ruddock exercised his section 417 discretion where he has rejected an application once, then subsequently approved it?  How many times has the Minister, Mr Ruddock, exercised his section 417 discretion where he has rejected an application twice, then subsequently approved it?
	Onshore Protection

	11. 
	366
	Kirk
	1.2
	What is the average waiting time for the Minister to make a decision under section 417 when such a request is made?
	Onshore Protection

	12. 
	367
	Kirk
	1.2
	In relation to the East Timorese, how many children are involved and what are their ages?
	Onshore Protection

	13. 
	Written
	Sherry
	1.2
	It has been reported that some of a group of Mendaen Christians involved with SIEV X (disembarking prior to sinking) are now in Australia.  Can you advise whether this is the case?
	Humanitarian

	14. 
	Written
	Harradine
	1.2
	I refer to the massacre of Mandaeans in Iraq following the collapse of the Saddam Hussein regime. 

(a) How many members of these groups have applied for asylum in Australia in the last year? 

(b) How many have been successful?

(c) What is the current status of Mandaeans, Christians and other minorities in Australia at present- ie? is there a stay on deportation to Iraq for such minorities in light of the possibility of death or other human rights violations on return? 
	Onshore Protection

	15. 
	257
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide the number of intercepts at each post by each ALO.
	Border Protection

	16. 
	258
	Jacinta Collins
	1.3
	Did DIMIA provide to PM&C any information that would have led an officer of PM&C to the conclusion that the SIEV X sank in Indonesian waters as described in that brief to the Prime Minister?
	Border Protection

	17. 
	263
	Ludwig
	1.3
	Provide the port of embarkation for the two Indonesian nationals referred to in the Australia on 22 and 23 May.
	Entry

	18. 
	266
	Sherry
	1.3
	What proportion of people on BVEs do not leave the country?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	19. 
	274
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to temporary residence transferring their superannuation back to their country of origin, when was the issue about putting the superannuation question on the outgoing passenger card raised and when will the new outgoing passenger cards be printed?
	Entry

	20. 
	275
	Sherry
	1.3
	How many cards will you have to write off as a result of the new question?
	Entry

	21. 
	275
	Sherry
	1.3
	How many other questions are on the card?
	Entry

	22. 
	276
	Sherry
	1.3
	What proportion of people would provide the superannuation information on the card?
	Entry

	23. 
	278
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to student visa cancellations, how many are subject to appeal?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	24. 
	292
	Ray
	1.3
	In relation to the Christmas Island detention centre, what was the last estimated cost before the government decision to terminate this, move it over to DOFA and restructure the whole project – in other words, the last figure you have when it was a 1,200-person institution with a 40-week construction timetable et cetera?
	Detention Infrastructure

	25. 
	296
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to sex workers, in the cases for the last year, have any of the women in those circumstances had legal advice?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	26. 
	296
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to sex trafficking, have any matters been referred to the AFP that involve Australian citizens or permanent residents?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	27. 
	297
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to sex trafficking, are you aware if there are any situations where one individual has been identified as having been involved with more than one woman found?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	28. 
	300
	Payne
	1.3
	In relation to the composition of officers that participate in the interviews of sex workers, what approach do state police forces take?
	Australian Federal Police

	29. 
	301
	Allison
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the Department’s service agreement with the Australian Federal Police.
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	30. 
	303
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the interview form.
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	31. 
	306
	Sherry
	1.3
	What initiated the service provider’s review of the monitoring and management procedures for individual detainees?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	32. 
	306
	Sherry
	1.3
	What training do ACM staff receive in respect of people in detention who are withdrawing from drug use?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	33. 
	308
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to the case of Ms Simaplee, why weren’t the problems identified by the coroner picked up?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	34. 
	311
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the changes made by ACM following the death of Ms Simaplee.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	35. 
	312
	Sherry
	1.3
	Have there been any changes either by departmental officers who are located at Villawood or who visit from time to time or by ACM in respect of medical supervision?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	36. 
	312
	Sherry
	1.3
	What are the payments to ACM in respect of Villawood?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	37. 
	312
	Allison
	1.3
	Of those sex workers who are apprehended – many of whom are removed – is there an assessment made, and at what point, of whether or not they have a drug addiction problem?  Given the preponderance of drug addiction in the industry generally, what is the process, firstly, and secondly, how may are found to have drug addictions?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	38. 
	313
	Allison
	1.3
	How many detainees were identified as being drug addicted in the last financial year?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	39. 
	314
	Allison
	1.3
	So you are assuring the committee that in all of the cases that the AFP complains about it was the choice of the potential witness to return to their country of origin?  Can you give the committee an assurance that that is the case?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	40. 
	314
	Allison
	1.3
	Is it possible to get details of the number of people who claim that they were trafficked – whether or not this was found to be the case?  Can we have some details of how many and when and what the result of those allegations were in terms of how the matter was investigated?  Is it also possible to have an outline of the treatment of such people – for example, the counselling which might be offered to them?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	41. 
	318
	Allison
	1.3
	In relation to the coronial inquest into the death of Ms Simaplee, provide a copy of the official response to all the recommendations.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	42. 
	319
	Allison
	1.3
	In relation to sex workers, how many times has witness protection been used?
	Australian Federal Police

	43. 
	324
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Verify the allegation in the Financial Review that the Iranian Department of Security in the Iranian parliament said that they will imprison returnees from Australia as examples to deter European Union countries from sending back dissidents.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	44. 
	328-329
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a list of the areas of mandatory incident reporting and the reporting time frames both current and what is in the new detention standards.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	45. 
	329
	Kirk
	1.3
	On how many occasions has the Ombudsman been invited to make or made comments in relation to the content, timeframes and the like?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	46. 
	329
	Kirk
	1.3
	How many incident reports were filed in the last calendar year and the previous four years?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	47. 
	331
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the incident reports statistics since March 2001.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	48. 
	331
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide referral statistics to police authorities for the last 12-month period.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	49. 
	334
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to the formal review of the Baxter detention centre, are all of the modifications, action plans and the like that you refer to available?  Were they formally determined and settled upon?  Is it the case that all the matters that have been identified have been followed up?  I would be interested to know what the issues were that were identified, when these matters were resolved – some sort of table – and also those matters which remain outstanding that still need to be addressed.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	50. 
	335
	Kirk
	1.3
	Could you provide the Committee with the number of incident reports that have been received by DIMIA in the period from 1999 to 2003 which detail instances of children witnessing such self-harm attempts?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	51. 
	336
	Kirk
	1.3
	Is the witnessing by a child of a self-harm attempt listed in the guidelines as a matter which is a reportable incident?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	52. 
	338
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide further information on whether there is adequate staffing of the high risk assessment team, whether there are any incident reports or other reports that indicate to the Department that staffing of the high risk assessment team could not be adequately provided, whether observations are being carried out according to the time schedule and whether there are incident reports that indicate that that was not happening.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	53. 
	341
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide an outline of some of the activity of Ernst and Young in the area of detention.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	54. 
	342
	Sherry
	1.3
	What was the number of nurses at Woomera for the quarterly periods 1999 to 2003?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	55. 
	342
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide the number of detainees at Woomera for the quarterly periods 1999 to 2003.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	56. 
	343
	Sherry
	1.3
	When and how many Woomera detainees were taken to the Woomera police station?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	57. 
	343
	Sherry
	1.3
	Does the Department have any reports that raised concerns about the delivery of education and recreation activities at Woomera during the period 1999-2003?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	58. 
	344
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to Woomera, were there any demerit points in respect of payment?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	59. 
	346
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide a list of the DIMIA centre managers at Woomera and the periods of time they were the managers.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	60. 
	346
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to Woomera, when ACM disagreed with DIMIA’s instructions, did they put their position in writing to the Department, and if so, provide a copy of the correspondence?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	61. 
	349
	Sherry
	1.3
	Are you able to provide us with information about the break-up of the moneys that were allocated out of scope, as you would call it?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	62. 
	349
	Sherry
	1.3
	I note in respect of the Senator Murray motion, report 4, the figure of payment by DIMIA for the management of detention centres to ACM was $411 million from February 2002 to February 2003.  Is there an update on that figure?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	63. 
	351
	Sherry
	1.3
	Has there been a soil pollution report in relation to the land the Woomera detention centre is on?
	Defence 

	64. 
	356
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown of the number of children in detention onshore as at 3 December 2002.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	65. 
	358-359
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to Port Hedland, provide a copy of the amenities table.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	66. 
	360
	Kirk
	1.3
	Is the bus service between the Baxter centre and the RHP popular?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Services 

	67. 
	372
	Kirk
	1.3
	In the onshore context, how many cases of people have been turned around more than once?
	Border Protection

	68. 
	373
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to undocumented arrivals, provide information on the airlines, which have been fined.
	Entry

	69. 
	Written
	Crossin
	1.3
	In relation to the 'Temporary' Coonawarra Detention Centre in Darwin 

1. What is the total cost of this Centre to date? 

2. What was the total amount budgeted for this Centre? 

3. Please itemise any additional work and related costs that have been undertaken on the Centre since its completion such as fencing, landscaping, grounds maintenance, cleaning, ongoing maintenance etc

4. Has the Dept of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs or the Dept of Defence used this faculty? IF so what were the dates and the purpose for using this facility?

5. Have any asylum seekers, illegal immigrants or illegal fishermen been processed or held at the Centre? If so how many and on what dates?

6. Have  any asylum seekers, illegal immigrants or illegal fishermen been processed or held at the Darwin Show Grounds since January 2002? If so how many and on what dates?

7. Are there any ongoing cleaning or maintenance costs? 

If so what are these and when was this work done or carried out on the Centre? 

8. In May 2002 (L& C 355/357/358/359/360/362) it was advised that the Dept has not yet made a decision on the use of the remaining razor wire. Has this decision been made now and if so what is that decision and when was it made? If not what is the status of the remaining razor wire?

9. Can you provide breakdown of the total expenditure to date of the Darwin IRPC? Latest figures that were provided were current up to 13 June 2002 with a total expenditure of $132,008 to that date.

10. Has there been any ongoing consultation with the NT Government about the proposed IRPC if so who has been involved from the Commonwealth and the NT Government, what form has this consultation take and where and when has this occurred?
	Detention Infrastructure

	70. 
	Written
	Harradine
	1.3
	How does the Department respond to claims in The Australian newspaper 15 May 2003 that the Department covered up evidence of its own officials about the widespread trafficking of women for prostitution?
	Onshore Compliance and Integrity Support

	71. 
	374
	Bartlett
	1.4
	In relation to the 4 Iraqi nationals on class 449 safe haven visas, how long are the visas for and when do they expire?
	Humanitarian

	72. 
	414
	Kirk
	1.5
	Provide an update of the payments made to IOM.
	Offshore Asylum Seeker Management

	73. 
	432-433
	Kirk
	1.5
	In relation to Dengue fever on Nauru: 

1. How many asylum seekers were hospitalised?

2. Are there doctors there who know something about the affliction?

3. How many nurses are at the centre on Nauru?
	Offshore Asylum Seeker Management

	74. 
	437
	Sherry
	2.1
	In relation to IHSS, what are DIMIA overheads in this area? And, do you have figures projected over the estimates period?
	Settlement

	75. 
	440
	Sherry
	2.1
	The PBS figure for grants for migrant community services, which is on page 96, includes two separate programs – the migrant resource centres and the Community Settlement Services Scheme – but no breakdown is provided of these figures.  I notice that Minister Hardgrave’s budget fact sheet says that the allocation includes $18.2 million for CSSS, $8.7 million for MRCs and $200,000 for training.  Is there any estimate for DIMIA running costs?
	Settlement

	76. 
	441
	Sherry
	2.1
	In relation to the training of community organisations, provide the details of each of the modules and the number of organisations each quarter which have attended training to date.
	Settlement

	77. 
	441
	Sherry
	2.1
	Provide the figures for the running costs of the MRC and CSSS programs in 2003-04.
	Settlement

	78. 
	445
	Sherry
	2.1
	In relation to MRCs, provide a schedule showing a level of funding provided to all centres in 2003-03 and the corresponding figure for 2003-04.
	Settlement

	79. 
	446
	Sherry
	2.1
	In relation to the AMEP contract for 2003-04, what are the DIMIA running costs?
	Citizenship and Language Services

	80. 
	448
	Sherry
	2.2
	In relation to TIS, did the user charges increase during 2002-03?
	Citizenship and Language Services

	81. 
	448
	Sherry
	2.2
	In relation to TIS, is there some sort of percentage schedule over time to full cost recovery?
	Citizenship and Language Services

	82. 
	450
	Sherry
	2.2
	Provide some historical figures on the usage of the free TIS service.
	Citizenship and Language Services

	83. 
	451
	Kirk
	2.3
	When did the redrafting process for the official handbook for citizenship ceremonies commence?


	Citizenship and Language Services

	84. 
	451
	Kirk
	2.3
	In relation to the official handbook for citizenship ceremonies, what is on the web site?
	Citizenship and Language Services

	85. 
	453
	Kirk
	2.3
	Provide a list of the groups and bodies who were consulted in relation to the redrafting of the official handbook for citizenship ceremonies.


	Citizenship and Language Services

	86. 
	453
	Kirk
	2.3
	In relation to the redrafting of the handbook for citizenship ceremonies, what deadline did you give the ALGA for its comments?
	Citizenship and Language Services

	87. 
	454
	Kirk
	2.3
	1. How many DIMIA officers were present at the citizenship ceremony held at Burwood City Council chambers on Australia Day this year?

2. Did the Burwood City Council register any protest to Minister Hardgrave following the event?

3. Has the department taken any steps to ensure that perhaps this type of thing doesn’t happen again under similar circumstances?
	Citizenship and Language Services

	88. 
	454
	Kirk
	2.3
	Do you know whether or not any of Councillor Tannous’s election material was circulated at the Burwood City Council citizenship ceremony?
	Citizenship and Language Services

	89. 
	455
	Kirk
	2.3
	Following the citizenship ceremony, did the Burwood City Council take any steps to censure Councillor Tannous for his actions?  Did the Burwood City Council register any protest at all with Minister Hardgrave, following this event?  Has the Department taken any steps to ensure that the citizenship ceremony, held in this way, is not clouded by the events which occurred on this day?
	Citizenship and Language Services

	90. 
	455
	Kirk
	2.4
	I notice that there is a figure of $13 million listed on appreciation of cultural diversity. Could you provide a specific breakdown of the expected expenditure of that $13 million?
	Multicultural Affairs

	91. 
	455
	Kirk
	2.4
	How many copies of the booklet entitled Multicultural Australia – United in Diversity did the Department produce?
	Multicultural Affairs

	92. 
	456
	Kirk
	2.4
	1. What was the cost involved in producing the Multicultural Australia – United in Diversity booklet?

2. How many have been distributed so far?

3. Do you have a list of the organisations that were consulted during the development of the document?
	Multicultural Affairs

	93. 
	458
	Kirk
	2.4
	What are DIMIA’s expected running costs for the Living in Harmony initiative in the next financial year?
	Multicultural Affairs

	94. 
	458
	Kirk
	2.4
	What is the approximate cost of the Harmony Day products?
	Multicultural Affairs

	95. 
	377
	Ludwig
	3.1
	1. Provide an update on OATSIA’s current organisational and staffing structure as normally kept on the systems. 

2. Provide a breakdown of total spending on salaries for the last financial year?

3. What is the projection?
	Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs

	96. 
	377-378
	Crossin
	3.1
	In relation to the COAG trials, provide a list of the eight current agreements and which agencies have overall responsibility for which sites.
	Indigenous Community Coordination Taskforce

	97. 
	379
	Crossin
	3.1
	In relation to the COAG trials in Wadeye, why is Centrelink or FACS refusing to pay rent when they move into the rural transaction centre?
	Indigenous Community Coordination Taskforce

	98. 
	379-380
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Please provide available information concerning expenditure on litigation.
	Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs

	99. 
	387
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Provide a copy of the Minister’s letter to ATSIC Commissioners and the Regional Council chairs. 
	Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs

	100. 
	381
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to ATSIC and ATSIS, provide a copy of an updated structure table as it stands before and after 1 July.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	101. 
	381
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	The total moneys spent on salaries in 2001–02 – will there be a difference between last budget and this budget because of the organisational structure change on 1 July? I am trying to understand the salaries and usual expenditure for the out years. Is that affected by the change?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	102. 
	382
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	How many ATSIC staff are there in which office across Australia?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	103. 
	386
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	What are the three elements of the organisational structure of ATSIS?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	104. 
	387
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Can you provide the committee with a list of organisations which are affected and for which you have a definite response from the organisation or the chair of the organisation that they are not going to resign and what contingencies you are going to put in place from 1 July onwards to ensure that the end product – the people who are operating, the employees and the like, and the services that they deliver – is secure. And can you provide a list of those organisations that have acceded to the vagaries of that policy justification.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	105. 
	388
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the National Aboriginal Health Strategy, do you have a couple of examples where you can say that in the last six months you have had an application to fix a pump or fix a bore, and this is what you have done?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	106. 
	390
	Scullion
	ATSIC
	In relation to CHIP, do you have a broad understanding of the requirements in terms of design?  What percentage of the cost of a house would ATSIC spend on design and approvals for architects?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	107. 
	391
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Where you do not have any agreement with the state government and major projects break down or do not work, nobody seems to be able to come up with the cash to fix the problem; yet everybody seems to be pointing the finger at ATSIC because it was you who originally put the major infrastructure in. Have ATSIC looked at this? Are they reviewing this aspect of their operations?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	108. 
	392
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Provide a copy of the Community Capacity Participation Agreements guidelines when they are finished.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	109. 
	392
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	In relation to CPAs:

1. Provide the background on the five projects in WA, and 

2. A list of the five communities in QLD.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	110. 
	393
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	In relation to CPAs, provide a breakdown of the expenditure and commitments for this financial year.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	111. 
	394
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Provide a list of the twelve Indigenous Employment Centres and where they are.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	112. 
	395
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	1. The information I am seeking is: who decided to suspend Mr Johnstone and what, if any, discussions were held about that;

2. Were you involved in the decision;

3. Was there an independent investigation; if there was, when did it begin and when did it conclude; what were the findings of that and could they be made available to the committee;

4. Was Mr Johnstone advised about the independent investigation when he was first contacted and did he understand that it was going on; was he advised of the findings and was he given an opportunity to respond?

5. Apart from Mr Johnstone, can you advise who else was spoken to by the investigator, if there was an investigator?

6. Were there any commissioners or other people involved in the issue? If not, was it only confined to Mr Johnstone?

7. Does ATSIC have procedures for dealing with those sort of matters and, if it does, do you have a copy of the guidelines that would be used? Can you advise whether those guidelines were followed? If they were not followed, why weren’t they followed, or if they were departed from, why were they departed from?

8. Can you advise us of the investigator’s report and what conclusion it came to?

9. In relation to the contract of employment, how was Mr Johnstone advised that he was a non-ongoing employee?

10. Can you advise how he was advised that his non-ongoing status would come to an end? Was it by letter, and from whom? Were any reasons provided in the letter? If not, would it have been normal practice to advise – given that if his status was not on-going it may not have been, but I am sure you will be able to clarify that? 

11. Is it the case that shortly before that event you posted a notice on the ATSIC intranet site on the same day announcing changes to the media and marketing section and renaming it the communications branch? 

12. In addition, when did the change of the media centre to a communications branch first occur? When was it contemplated that you would be changing to a new structure? When was that put into effect? Was it advertised with the new positions? Is there a copy of the advertisement? Were the relevant guidelines followed?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	113. 
	395
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Can you advise if an audit was conducted by ATSIC’s office of evaluation and audit into the operations of the media and marketing area? If so, has that audit been completed and can you provide a copy of the audit when it is available?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	114. 
	398
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	In relation to the 1,000 CDEP places targeting family violence and substance abuse, explain how ATSIS can do this without somehow reducing funds from other programs or other areas?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	115. 
	399
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Provide an updated breakdown of the number of CDEP participants per ATSIC zone as well as the amount of administration costs allocated to each zone.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	116. 
	399-400
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Are you able to tell me if there are any Indigenous people on CDEP that are employed by federal government agencies and how many places are available within these agencies?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	117. 
	400
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Provide the number of people who may have been on CDEP and have moved into casual, part-time or permanent work.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	118. 
	403
	Scullion
	ATSIC
	1. The nature of the payments in CDEP in relation to lump sum payments of several weeks at once over periods such as Christmas– Is there a capacity to try and make the payments more periodic, or is there some other way of dealing with that?

2. What would be the time line on examining a restructure of the administrative dispersal of those funds?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	119. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	North Ganalundja Association

There have been allegations that more than $200 000 has disappeared without authorisation from a bank account held by the North Ganalundja Association in the Northern Territory.

· Are you familiar with these allegations and has an investigation been ordered into their veracity? 

· What is the outcome of these investigations? 

· Are you also aware of allegations that some royalty payments payable eventually to the North Ganalundja Association may have been misused in order to transport people to a funeral without the prior permission or approval of the Association? 

· If you are familiar with these allegations, has an investigation been ordered into their veracity? 

· What is the outcome of these investigations?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	120. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Aboriginal Benefits Account

1. Confirming that ABA will remain with ATSIC following the split of the elected and administrative arms and that payments will continue to be administered by ATSIC?

2. Regarding the recent ANAO report of the Northern Territory Land Councils and the ABA, has the ABA taken steps to address criticisms made of it by the ANAO and to implement change along the lines recommended by the ANAO?

3. Can you provide details of those steps?

4. Can you detail the distributions under s. 64(4) made since 1997 by Land Council region?

5. On what basis was the grants program suspended in 2000?

6. On what basis have funds been distributed since that time?

7. Why is it proposed by the Minister that the new ABA body only have discretionary powers of allocation of the returns from investments of the reserve, and not the full amount of funding under s64(4) - " for the benefit of Aboriginals living in the Northern Territory".

8. What is the recommended "floor" level for the ABA reserve?

9. What is the current holding in the reserve?

10. What is the Management Plan for the reserve?

11. Who developed the Plan? Has there been any external review of it? Have key stakeholders/clients; had an opportunity to comment?

12. What led to the recent decision to disband the Sub-committee to the Advisory Committee? How will this affect the decision-making of the Advisory Committee, given the purpose of the sub-committee as recommended in the 1984 Altman Review?

13. When is the next meeting of the ABA Advisory Committee? How many meetings were held in 2002? How many in 2001? How many so far this year?

14. What focus areas did the ABA Advisory Committee decide to allocate the 64(4) monies to in at its meeting in November 2001? What was the Minister's response?

15. Were the four NT land councils specifically encouraged to facilitate the development of community projects, and submit those projects on behalf of their region, in lieu of a competitive grants program?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	121. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Specific questions in relation to recent tranches of ABA applications from the Central Land Council region.

1. Aside from money distributed by the CLC for funeral and ceremony funds, when were ABA 64(4) funds last released for community projects in central Australia?

2. When were proposals from the CLC received, and how long has it taken to process these submissions?

3. Have these proposed projects been assessed and approved by the ABA Advisory Committee?

4. Were these projects assessed by ATSIC and recommended?

5. When will the Minister respond to the request for funding for central Australian projects, submitted in December 2002?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	122. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Specific questions in relation to recent tranches of ABA applications from the Northern Land Council region.

1. In December 2001 the NLC drafted and lodged with the Minister suggested guidelines for the running of the 64(4) program in respect of land and sea management? What was the Minister's response? What reasons were provided?

2. Notwithstanding the rejection of the guidelines, did the Minister approve 16 community group applications from the NLC region for land and sea management to the value of $700,000?

3. What are some of the imperative land and sea management issues in the Top End and how could they effect the environment?

4. Did the 16 applications come from a competitive application system?

5. What is your understanding of how the applications were facilitated?

6. What do you know about the NLC Caring for Country Unit (C17CU) and how it goes about its work?

7. What did the recent ANAO report have to say about the CKU?

8. Were there any problems relating to the implementation of the 16 2001/02 projects?

9. Another tranche of 24 community-based applications have been lodged with the Minister/ABA, this time with a total ABA request of around $900,000? When were they lodged? How long have they been in the system?

10. Were these projects approved by the ABA Advisory Committee?

11. Were these projects assessed by ATSIC and recommended?

12. What do you understand to be the implications for the land and sea programs of funding being delayed by up to six months?

13. How will the Minister's recent drive fora competitive system of applications strategically address the imperative land and sea management issues across the Top End?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	123. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Tent embassy 

Last Estimates, Senator Ludwig referred to a report on the tent embassy that had been commissioned by ATSIC's Regional Council in Queanbeyan. The report was due to be completed by the end of April 2003.

• Is it possible to receive a copy of that report?

• What is envisaged will happen following the completion of the report?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	124. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	ATSIC is in partnership (via MOUs) with some State Governments for the delivery of services.

• Can you explain ATSIC's current role i.e. ATSIC would be involved in both a policy and a funding sense would it not?

• How will this change on 1 July?

• What if any regulative or legislative changes have been made or are being made to facilitate this ATSIC/ATSIS split?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	125. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	TSRA
	Given Minister Ruddock acted in April to remove what he called "the potential for conflicts of interest in decision making over funding", why is it that he has only done so for ATSIC and not TSRA?
	Torres Strait Regional Authority

	126. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	TSRA
	Native Title 

Last financial year, $1.2m was spent on native title. This year's Budget features an estimate of $1.4m for 2003-04 to be spent on native title.

· Can you outline why the extra funds are required?
	Torres Strait Regional Authority

	127. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	TSRA
	Housing and Environmental Health Infrastructure:

Last financial year, $8.7m was spent on housing and environmental health infrastructure. Estimated spending in 2003-04 appears to be more than $700 000 less than 2002-03.

· Can you outline reasons why?
	Torres Strait Regional Authority

	128. 
	Written
	Ludwig
	TSRA
	Policy and Information:

Last financial year, $2.2m was spent on policy and information. Estimated spending in 2003-04 appears to he almost $800 000 less than 2002-03.

· Can you outline reasons why?
	Torres Strait Regional Authority

	129. 
	407-409
	Crossin
	ILC
	1. Can you advise when the ILC purchased the pastoral area known as Boona, which in south-west Victoria?

2. Do you know which companies, corporations or community groups have been involved in the leasing of land from the ILC in the Boona property since its purchase?

3. Has the Boona property ever been leased to the Kirre Whurrong Community Corporation? If so, is it still leased to the corporation?

4. Is the Aboriginal corporation that runs the Boona dairy different to the Boona Pastoral company – the corporation and company are two different entities?

5. Are you aware of any connection between the corporation and the company?

6. Was Mr Clark required to declare an interest to the ILC in any negotiations about any leasing arrangements of the Boona property? Would Mr Clark have been on the board when the leasing arrangement was being finalised?

7. Can you also check for me whether Jeremy Clark, the chairman of the Kirrae Whurrong Community Corporation, is also listed as a director and secretary of the Boona Company?

8. Would you know how many private companies have leasing arrangements with the ILC to use ILC properties?

9. How many Aboriginal corporations and community groups have leasing arrangements with the ILC to use ILC properties?

10. Do you have any current or past members of the ILC board that have any direct interest or indirect interest regarding leasing arrangements of land owned by the ILC?

11. Can you provide the names of past and present board members and the properties leased?
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	130. 
	409
	Scullion/
Payne

	ILC
	Re the Rogers Report –

1. Can a copy be provided – if not, can you demonstrate why, if there is no criminality involved, the board would be concerned that somebody would perhaps litigate the board because of issues of fact that may be in the report?

2. Provide information to the committee which goes to the basis upon which the report was commissioned and whether it indicated it was to be a confidential report?

3. We would also like to know the process by which the report was compiled and whether it was put together in a confidential manner.

4. What was the extent of the distribution of the report to date – for example, has it only been released to board members of the ILC board? And any other matters that go to its current status that you think may be of assistance.
	Indigenous Land Corporation

	131. 
	412
	Sherry
	RRT
	There is a very significant reduction in the forward estimates on infrastructure plant and equipment. Is that related to the change in Location? If not, what is the reason for that?
	Refugee Review Tribunal

	132. 
	412
	Sherry
	MRT
	In relation to ‘Total revenue from other sources’ on page 315, the actual figure in 2002-03 was $62,000 with a budget estimate of $23,000.  It is a significant drop on what I have to say is a modest figure.  Is there any particular reason for that?
	Migration Review Tribunal

	133
	355
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide an updated comprehensive set of statistical tables on detention.
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