Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee
AUSTALIAN CUSTOMS SERVICE

Question No. 90

Senator Payne asked the following question at the hearing on 26 May 2003:

What is the timeframe for conclusion of discussions with New Zealand on Cooperative Surveillance?

The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry – Australia has had preliminary discussions with New Zealand on cooperative surveillance in respect of fisheries matters at the New Zealand/Australia Fisheries Consultation Meeting held in Australia on 28 and 29 July 2003. A proposal for co-operative surveillance arrangements is being developed.





 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image1.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STI TUTIONAL LEGISLATION  COMMITTEE   ADMINISTRATIVE APPEA LS TRIBUNAL   Question No.   92   Senator   Kirk asked the following question at the hearing on 27 May 2003   Provide details on numbers of female appointees (equivalent full - time membership)  to the AAT  since 30 June 1998.   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   At 30 June 1998, and at 30 June each year since then, the number of full and part - time  female  members of the AAT is as follows.  The figures include those judges  of the Federal and Family  Courts who are Presidential Members.  Number of women are shown in brackets.     At 30 June 1998   Class of Member  Judges   Full - time  Part - time  Total   (women)   President    1    1  (1)   Presidential Members:     Federal Court Judges     Family C ourt Judges     Deputy Presidents      10   3        8        2      10   3   10        (1)   Senior Members     10  11  21  (7)   Members     -  54  54  (17)     Total      14    18    67    99    (26)   At 30 June 1999     Class of Member      Judges    Full - time    Part - time    Total    (Total  Women)     President    1      1    (1)     Presidential Members:     Federal Court Judges     Family Court Judges     Deputy Presidents      10   3          8          3        10   3   11          (1)     Senior Members       10    11    21    (7)     Members     -    49    49    (15)     Total      14    18    63    95    (24)  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image2.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITTEE   ATTORNEY - GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT   Output   1.2   Question No.   93   Senator   Kirk  asked the following question at the hearing on  27 May 2003 :   Is there a policy in relation to maintaining numbers at a certain level  for female appointees?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   While the Government is always mindful of the percentage of women on the membership of the  Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT), appointment to the AAT is based solely o n merit. The  Government determines suitability for appointment to the AAT on the basis of the qualifications for  appointment as set out in section 7 of the  Administrative Appeals Tribunal Act 1975 .  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image3.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITTEE   ATTORNEY - GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT   Output   1.2   Question No.   94   Senator  Ludwig  asked the following question at the hearing o n   27 May  2003:   When was the last time the Office of the Status of Women inquired of t he  Attorney - General  in  relation to the appointment of women to determine whether or not things have been equitable?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   As part of the reporting and monitoring system managed by the Office of the S tatus of Women,  the Department of Prime Minister and  Cabinet regularly writes to all Commonwealth  Departments ,  including   the Attorney - General’s D epartment, requesting statistics on the number  and proportion  of women appointed to Commonwealth boards and bod ies administered by  th e   D epartment.   The  most recent such  letters received by the Attorney - General’s Department from the Office of  the Status of Women were dated 22 November 2002 and 5 June 2003. On 4   February 2003 and  19 June 2003, the Attorney - General’s D epartment provided the statistics  requested for the  number of appointments of females and males for each portfolio body, including the  Administrative Appeals Tribunal.    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image4.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITTEE   (ADMINISTRATIVE APPE ALS TRIBUNAL)   Question No.   95     Senator   Kirk asked the following question at the hearing on 27 May   Has there been any progress to date on the establishment of committees within the AA T and have  there been any changes in the interim to the Tribunal’s practices as a result of the work of those  committees?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   The President has established the following committees: a Practice and  Procedure committee, a  Constitution committee to consider the constitution of the Tribunal for the purposes of hearing  various kinds of matters, and a Professional Development committee.  Each committee comprises  members in each state as well as senior sta ff.   The President has met with members of each committee in each state.  The Practice and Procedure  committee is currently examining in detail practices and procedures from lodgment to finalisation  of each matter with a view to increasing efficiency, reduc ing delay, and ensuring, as far as practical,  consistency and uniformity of procedures.  The work of each committee is continuing.  At this stage  no changes have been introduced.     



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image5.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITTEE   AUSTRALIAN CRIME COM MISSION   Question No.   96     Senator   Bolkus  asked the following question at the hearing on  27 May 2003 :   How much money has been spent on project Sagan since it started and how many peopl e were  employed on that project in the last financial year and how does your newly defined role affect the  employment level?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   To 31 May 2003, $5,890,116 has been spent on Sagan.   A s   at 31 May 200 3  1 3   staff  were  employed on Sagan   The ACC is currently reviewing the work that it is required to  undertake  over   the   next 12 months  to  determine  whether the ACC requires additional resources in the Sagan area.   No  final  decisions  have been made on the emplo yment level but it is not expected to decrease.      



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image6.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION  COMMITTEE   (AUSTRALIAN CRIME CO MMISSION)   Question No.   97     Senator   Bolkus asked the following question at the hearing on 27 May 2003:   What budget has been allocated to cybercrime this financial year and the coming  year?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   In 2002 - 03 the NCA/ACC budgeted to spend $1.68 million  on establishing its  Cybercrime  capability .  The NCA/ACC expended $0.73 million of the budgeted amount and the remainder was  carried  over to 2003 - 04.  The reduction in expenditure was due to reduced recruitment during the  transition to the ACC and a decision to retain some Cybercrime funding for expenditure in later  years.   In 2003 - 04 the ACC has budgeted to s pend $1.5 million on its Cy bercrime program.    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image7.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITTEE   ATTORNEY - GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT   Output   ACC   Question No.   98   Senator   Ludwig  asked the following question at the hearing on  27 May  2003 :   When did the ACC Annual Report initially arrive on your table and when  did it return after  consultation with the states and territories?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   I received the   NCA  A nnual  R eport   for the  2001 - 2002   year  in my capacity as Commonwealth   M ember  and Chair  of the IGC - NCA on 11 N ovember 2002.   Following the completion of  c onsultations with  the  members of the IGC - NCA,   the  R eport was  sent  to me  on 12 May 2003  for  tabling .    It   was tabled in the Senate out - of - session on 26 May 2003 and in the House of  Representatives on 27 May 2003.    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image8.emf]Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee   AUSTRALIAN CRIME COMMISSION   Question No.   99     Senator   Bolkus asked the following question at the hearing on 27 May 2003:   Can you tell us what funding you have allocated to the hand gun project?   The answe r to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   The former NCA had a reference for the investigation of firearms offences and this reference  was  carried over to the ACC.  For the period 1 January to  31 May 2003 the ACC expended $1,625, 879  on the fir earms matter.   Future funding is currently being determined by the ACC as part of it s   2003 - 04 internal budgeting  and strategic planning  process es .      



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image9.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STI TUTIONAL LEGISLATION  COMMITTEE   AUSTRALIAN CRIME COM MISSION   Question No.   100     Senator   Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing on 27 May 2003:   In relation to the use of coer c ive powers how many arrests arose from the 62 hear ings conducted?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   10 persons on 19 charges     1  Burglary   Grievous Bodily Harm   2  Burglary   Grievous Bodily Harm   3  Trafficking drug   4  Trafficking drug   5  Trafficking drug   6  Trafficking   drug   Burgla ry   Grievous Bodily Harm   7  Attempted fraud   Attempted commission of offence   8  Trafficking drug   9  2 x Unlawful sale of prohibited firearm   2 x Unauthorised possession of a firearm   10  Unlawful sale of prohibited firearm   Unauthorised possession of a firearm        



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image10.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITTEE   AUSTRALIAN CRIME COM MISSION   Question No.   101   Senator   Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing on 27 May 2003:   Is there any correspondence with the Department of Finance regarding the costs of  collocating with the AFP in Melbourne?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   The NCA/ACC corresponded with the Department of Finance over a period of about 18  months in relation to the proposed loan to fund the collocation of the N CA Melbourne  Office with the  AFP.   The collocation occurred in May 2002 and the cost of $3.6 million  was funded internally by the NCA ,  pending  final  negotiation of the proposed loan.     The Department of Finance advised the NCA in August 2002 that since the  actual cost of  the collocation was considerably less tha n   the loan of $4.9 million that had originally been  requested , the loan did not  now  require Cabinet approval.  Finance suggeste d that the  NCA  withdraw its original request and bring forward a request  for a loan of $3.6 million,  outside of the budget process.   The NCA  prepared a  business case  for this reduced loan b ut  in the end th e  NCA chose not to proceed with this bid.   The net effect of this decision over  the medium term is neutral as the loan, if  received, had to be repaid from the ACC’s  normal running costs.   As far as the ACC is concerned the issue of the loan is now closed.      



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image11.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITTEE   AUSTRALIAN CRIME COM MISSION   Question No.   102   Senator   Bolkus asked the following question at the hearing on 27 May 2003:   Do you have a matrix that is available to the committee of your current staffing a nd  those who have left  –  the seniority of the position  –  since 1 January?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:     The staffing of the ACC at 26 May 2003 was as follows:     Classification  Number   CEO  1   Examiner  2   SES Band 2  6   SES Ba nd 1  6   Executive Level 2  48   Executive Level 1  59   APS Level 6  40   APS Level 5  43   APS Level 4  25   APS Level 3  83   APS Level 2  17   APS Level 1  1   Employment  Agency  staff   (no classification)  7   Seconded Police  141   Seconded ATO  8   Seconded Customs  4   TOTAL  491    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image12.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITT EE   AUSTRALIAN CRIME COM MISSION   Question No.   103     Senator   Bolkus asked the following question at the hearing on 27 May 2003:   Could your business plan be made available to the committee?   The answer to the ho nourable senator’s question is as follows:   The ACC’s first business plan will be for the financial year 2003 - 04 but it has not yet been  finalised.  It can be provided to the Committee when it is finalised.        



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image13.emf]SENATE LEGAL AND CON STITUTIONAL LEGISLAT ION COMMITTEE   FEDERAL COURT OF AUS TRALIA   Question No.   104     Senator  Kirk  asked the following question at the hearing on  27 May 2003.   Why was it that it took the Attorney 12 months to appoint a replacement for Justice  Katz?   The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:   Judicial appointments are made only after a thorough and extensive process of consultation to  ensure that candidates of the highest calibre are selected for appointment.  In addition, in  making  judicial appointments to a particular federal court, the Government takes into account the resources  and needs of the particular location where the vacancy has occurred, and also the resources and  needs of the court at the national level.  In that c ontext, the replacement for Justice Katz was the  subject of extensive consultation with the Chief Justice of the Federal Court.      


