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Senator Carr (Written) asked: 
 
What is the average processing time for a refugee status determination (RSD)? 
 
 
Answer: 
 
The time taken to finalise a refugee status determination varies considerably based on 
the circumstances of the case and is influenced by a range of policy settings. 
 
From 19 November 2013 to 25 February 2014, the average processing time from the 
date of lodgement to the date of the finally determined decision was 444 days for 
protection visa applicants who initially arrived as Illegal Maritime Arrivals and 439 
days for other applicants. 
 


